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PREFACE. 



THE Editor of the following Letters of Isaac 
Penington, thinks proper to mention, that he 
has feleftcd them from a cotifiderable number which are 
in his poffeflion, in manufcript. The letters added to 
this coUeftion are taken from originals, and ancient 
copies ; in them appear the marks of unfeigned love and 
afteftion of Friends towards each other, and true zeal 
for the promotion of the Truth, in which they moft 
furely believed. It was thought they would prove ao- 
ceptable to fome of the prefent time, who have not had 
the opportunity of feeing fuch fpecimens of the friendly 
intcrcourfe fubfifting in the fociety in early times. It is 
alfo hoped that the falutary remarks contained in them, 
as well as in the letters of I. Penington, will have a 
tendency to excite defires in our minds, that the fame 
fpirit may be preferved among us, which a£hiated many 
of our worthy predeceffors. 

Though the charaftcr of Ifaac Penington is known 
to many of the fociety to which he belonged, yer, as 
thefe letters may come into the hands of fome religi- 
oufly difpofed perfons of other ibcieties, who are not 
acquainted with his writings, it may not be unfuitablc 
to add fome fhort memoirs of his life, collefted from the 
teftimonics of his friends, and other authentic accounts. 

a 2 « He 



** He was tkc cldeft fon of Ifaac Penington, many 
years au alderman of London^ and for two years^fuo 
ccffivcly mayor of the city. He was born about the 
die year 1617 ; his education was fuitablc to his quality 
among men, having the advanvagct of the fchools and 
tinivcrfities of his owii country, joined with the con* 
Terfation of fomc of the moft confidefable men of his 
time. His father's fituation in. publick bufmefs, gave 
him pretence enough to (hare of the world's greatnefs ; 
but he refufed its glory, and chofe rather a life dedi- 
cated to religion and retirements - He received im- 
preflions of piety very early ; and they had fo good an 
cScGl ^upon him, that he was preferved from the evils 
of the age, and became the wonder of his kindred and 
familiars, for his awful life and frequelit retirements, 
his declining company that might interrupt his teedfta^ 
tions, and being difpofed to a life of mourning* Yet 
this forrow did not flow from a fenfe of former vices, 
for he was inclined to. virtue from his childhood ; but 
with Efabakkwk, from the dread he had of the majefty 
of God, and .his defire to find a rcfting-place in the great 
day of trouble. In the midft of which exercifcs nothing 
gave him eafc or comfort, but the fmiles of God's 
countenance upon his foul. 

" About the year 1648, he married Maryy the widow 
of Sir William Springer, a religious woman ; but he 
continued in a feeking ftate for fome years after ; till 
at length be w^as convinced of the principles of Trutbi 
as profeffed by the people called Quakers^ and joined 
himfelf to this focicty about 1658, being then forty- 
one years of age. Neither his worldly ftation, the moft 
confiderable of any that had clofcd with this way, nor 
,thc debafcment it brought upon his learning and wif- 
dom, nor yet that reproach and lofs which attended 
his publick efpoufing of it, did deter him from owning 
and embracing it*. Thus parting with all he had not 
received of God^ he received a new ftock from heaven ^ 
wherein the Lord profpered bun ^ tkc dew of heavea 

rcfted 
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Ircfted upon his branch and root^ and h6 gfeiff ilcJh and 
fruitfiil in heavenly treafurc, fall of love^ patience, and 
long-fuffering ; exemplary in his duty to Gbd'and men ; 
zealous, yet tender; wife, yet hnmWe*, a conftaiit and 
early comer to meetings, and watchful and reverent in" 
them ; one who loved power and life more than words ; 
and as for that he waited, fo he would be often affefted 
with it, and made to utter fuch teftimonies as were to 
the help of the poor and the needy, the weary and 
heavy lad^n, the true fojoumers and travellers to thd 
eternal reft and city of God.*' 

This, was the teftimony of one well acquainted with 
him : *^ And as it was given to him to believe in Chrift^ 
fo he had alfo to fufFer for his fake ; his imprifonments 
being many, and fome of them long ; which he under- 
went with great conflancy and quietnefs of mind. He 
Was firft imprifoned in the year i66i,>in Ayiefbury 
gaol, for worfliipping God in his own houfe ; and en- 
dured great hardfhip for feyenteen weeks, in a cold in- 
commodious room, without a chimney, great part of 
the time in winter ; from which ufage his body con* 
trafled fo great a diforder, that for fcveral weeks after 
he was not able to turn himfelf in his bed. He was im* 
prifoned live times after this on account of his religious 
profeflion ; and being of a tender conftitution, was in 
danger of lofmg his life from the hardfliip he endured. ' 

" Thus through many tribulations did he enter the 
kingdom^ having been long exercifed, tried, and ap- 
proved of the Lord. As his outward man grew in 
! rears, his inward man grew in grace, and the know- 
edge of his Redeemer ; for it was obfervable among 
th^ that kncfw him in his declining time, that when 
the candle of his natural life burnt dimmer, his foul, 
waxed (Ironger, and, like a repleniflied lamp, flionc 
trith greater luftre. It may be further faid, that as his 
profeflion "was sklorned by a life of piety and virtue^ 
and the conftant praftice of what he recommended to 
others ; fo his good judgment appeared in two eminent 
refpeils : 

«Fira^ 
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" Firft, Ite was urgent, that all tbofe who knew 
any thing of the gift of miniftry to others, would always 
wait in their feveral cxercifes, to he endued with matter 
ftnd power from on high, before they opened tneir 
mouths in a teftimony for the Lord ; and that at all 
times, as well out of meetings as in them, they might 
live fo near the Lord, as to feel the key of David open- 
ing the myfteries of the heavenly kingdom : and by ex- 
periencing the depth of the heavenly travail, and the 
trials, deliverances, and confolations, of it ; with the 
dominion and'viftory that in the end, by perfeverance, 
are obtained ; they might be as true faviours on Mount 
Sion, the fait of the world, thoroughly fumifhcd to 
every good word and work, and mafler-builders in 
God*s houfe ; that a pure and living ftream of miniftry 
might be continued, and conveyed to the generations 
to come. 

" His excellency in another refpeft was, his love to 
the unity of brethren : whatever ftruck at that, he no 
fooncr perceived, than he endeavoured to oppofe it 
with all his might. 

" In conclufion, it may be faid, that as he was a light 
in the church, fo he was a bleffing to his own family : 
•a loving huiband, a tender and prudent father, and a 
juft and kind mafter. Many were the gifts God honoured 
him with, which he made ufe of to the praife of the 
great Giver. Being thus fit to live, he was prepared to 
die, when the fummons came to him ; which was in the 
fixty-third year of his age, on the 8th of the eighth 
month, 1679; when he fell fick in his journey into 
Kent, and departed this life after about a week's illnefs. 
His remains were brought to his houfe at Chalfonts, 
in Buckinghamihire, and interred in the burial ground 
■^t Jordan's, in the fame county.'* 
' Several editions of his works have been pnbliflied, 
the laft of which is in font volumes oftayo, by James 
Phillip's, George Yard, Lombard Street: in thefc 
are contained many trafts on religious^ fubjcfts, publiflied 

in 
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in the author'? life time, and coUeftcd together not long 
after his deceafe ; but his letters not being eafily come 
at, are not included in any of thefe editions. If any 
benefit fliould come, from thus bringing them forward 
to the notice of his friends and others, who may value 
the writings of Isaac Peking ton, it will be a fufl5, 
cient reward to the editor, for the trouble he has had 
in coUefling them. 

J. K. 
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LETTERS 



ISAAC PENIITGTON, 



Dear Friend, 

IT picafcd the Lord to refrefli mc by thy letter. 
O how'ljrecidus and pleafant is it to feel life ftirring 
in God's tender lambs, and their hearts purely breathing 
Towards their Father ! O that their jov may be full ; 
and that they might fit fafc under the inadow of their 
beloved, bringing forth the fruits of holincfs and. 
righteoufnefs to him, in the pure ftillnefs and reft, for 
ever. Shall not the clouds fly away? Shall not the 
blacknefs of darknefs and trouble fik and abide in its 
own centre ; and all forrow, fighing, and fear of the 
foul's ^nemy, vanifh from the hearts of ail the mourners 
after, and waiters for, the Lord. 

O God, hear the cries of thy poor inwardly dif* 
trcffcd, and alfo outwardly afflifted and perfecuted, 
heritage. Arife againft that which ftands in the way 
of their life and peace, and of thy fervice and glory 
through them ; and let thy powerful prefence (which 
doth great things) be felt in the hearts and aiTemblings 
rftky people together j that they may be purified and 
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prcfcrved thereby to dwell in thy courts, to be fatisfied 
with thee, to rejoice in thy goodnefs, and be far from 
the fear of evil and tranfgreilion ; which thon knowcft 
how fcircly it hath afilifted them, and bowed down 
their fouls before thee. 

O my Father, (hall thy lambs live ? Wilt thou be 
with them, a tender Father and a mighty God and 
Saviour ? Wilt ihou oicoorage them concerning all 
their fears, and carry on thy work of redemption 
mightily in their hearts ? Then fhall the glory of thy 
name be fung, and pur God iilone exalted in the midft 
of us for ever. And we will viralk in humility and fear 
before thee, and in tender bawek one cowards another 
all our day!? ; and nbthhg but life (hall rSgti in us, and 
appear amongft us, when thou haft perfeftly deftroyed 
lin and death out of the midft of us. 

Dear friend, my hem is wiA you in your aflcm- 
blings; and fometimes the Lord gives mc cries for you, 
that he would appear amongft you, as a refrefher of 
your fouls and guider of your paths. ' And O that he 
would put forth his mighty handto flay threnmity and 
earthly nature (with all the reafonings thereof) in every 
heart ; that the pure feed might fpring and profper in 
you all, to the praife of that fountain from wh(^e fbl- 
nefe it is^ and by whofc blcfling alone jt grows up and 
profpcrs* 

lam. 

Thy friend in dearhefe and truth of affeflaoti, 

' FiDBi Aldbdry goat 
.'4thof iftmonth, i.66s. 
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* 

DcaJ'Frietid, 

I HAVE not much freedom ta write a€ 
prefent^ being retired in fpirit and mourning to my 
Gpd, for his powerful bringing forth cif his pure lift; 
yet more perfeAly both in myfelf and others j yet the 
fpirit of thy letter dofh fo ftrongJy draw that I cannot 
be wholly filent* • r 

This, therefore^ in the uprightoefsy fear, and ten* 
kernels of my heart, I i(ay to thee. 

There is a pure princ^le of life in the heart, from 
whence all good (pringSr- This thou art to mind ia 
thyi(elf ^, and this, thou arc to wait on the Lord, to be 
taught,* and enabled by him to reach to in ihy children; 
that thou nuiyeft be an inftrun)ent in his hand to bring 
them into th^t fear of him, which is acceptable to him, 
and will.be profitable to tbea\. Mind therefore its lead- 
ings ia thy heart, and wait to be acquainted with it^ 
voice there; and whqii thychildiren ai(k thee any quef-^ 
tions of thisr nature,— What God is ; where he dwells j 
or whether he fees them, in the dar|c--*^o not rejed it ; 
but wait to feel Ibmewhat of God raifed in thee^ which 
is able to judge whether the queilion be put forth ia 
fenfibility or in vanity ;^ and ^hich Cfin give thee an 
advantage of ftirring the good, and reaching to -that 
which is to be raifed both in young and old, to live to 
the praife of him who raifeth it. Aiid take heed of a 
judgment after the flefli ; for fo thou mayeft judge us, 
our principles, and praftices, and approve or difapprove, 
&c. But wait to feel that raifed in thee, which judges 
righteous judgment in every particular ; and wait the 
time of its judgment, and be ftill and filent, farther 
than manifeftly thou knoweft that it, and not thou, 
judgeth. 

And as to thy children, daily feel the need of in- 
ftru£tion from the Almighty, to govern and direft them, 
and wait daily to receive from him ; and what thou 
recciveft, give forth in fear, and wait for his carrying it' 
•home and working it upon their hearts. For he is a 
- A a. '^•^\ic^tx^ 
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Father, and hath tcnderncfs, and gives trae wifdom to 
every condition of his people that wait upod hinaj fo as 
he .may be known to be all, daily, and they able to be 
inothihg without him. 

' Thou cxpefl:cft, perhaps, from me, an outward rule; 
Jbut I hayo no rule, but the inward life, and that not 
in the way of outward knowledge, but daily made 
tnown as my Father pleafcth; nor can I direft thee to 
any other, but to wait, that life may be revealed m 
thee daily, according to thy daily need in every jpar* 
jdcular. And this I jfay to thee, in the love of my 
ficart^ wait, O^vait^ for the true difcerhing w'hjcft is 
given' to, tbe trviefeed (in the ntifing and domintbn' 'of 
Svhfch in thee thou wilt feel it, and tiot othcrwife),'fliat 
a wrong tbiiig judge not in thee, hi the rcafohing i«d 
fairly appearing wifdpm ; for thra^ thou mk jndge and 
jbe led aniifs,' aiid, through error of judgment, ftray 
afide, arid wandCT^frc^ the dcfire of thy Ifcart. 
." But breattie: untejthe Lord, 'that thy heart may be 
fingle, _thy jyd^ment thou thjrfelf by hiii 

principle of ; life in ttee,^aiid thy thildren guided to, and 
.brought up in,. the fetife the fame printiple. As fojr 
praying,, they.wilfnot need to be taught that outwardly^ 
|)ut if a tf^e ienfc^be ktedltd' iii ihem, though never fo 
young;' from "^ that faife'A^iir*^ him tha\ 

.begat it, Suitable to their ftarcJ-whithwiHcaufe growth 
^icirmcreafe of thkt f^^ life in them. • 

y^'. Thus, in jthe.plaiftflefe of my heart have I anfwerccl 
.theQV/4ccordiiig't6thfe drawings and freedom* which | 
"found iliere, whieh'I dare n6t exceed, who am 

:Thy> unfeigned friend^ . , 

. . . ,. .. . Though outwardly unknoVrri, 

LP- 

tMh of 3d Month, i66}* 
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Ah, Friend, 



Dreadful is the Lord: it is now 
known and felt beyond what can be fpoken. iDotH 
thy heart fear before him ; art thou \yilling to be fuh- 
jcft to him ; doft thou dcfire ftrength from him to truft 
.diyfdf and thy fan^ily with him ? O that thou mayeft 
be helped daily to cry unto him, that he may have 
niercy upon thee, whp is tenderThe^irted and able tb 
|>rcfervef when his arrows fly round about. 

Retire, deeply retire, and wait to feel his life, thai 
^y .foul may be gathered out of the reafonings and 
thoughts of thy mind,, into that which fiays from thenr^ 
and fixeth beneath them; where the Lord is known and 
Wprihipped, in that which is of himfelf, of his own be* 
gctdng^ .of his own forming, of his preferving, of his 
own ihutting and opening, at his pieafure. i!Gtid living 
in the fenfc and pure fear of the Lord (not meddling to 
judge others or juftify thyfelf j b^t waiting fot his appear*- 
ance in thee, who is the juitifier aAd juftification) thoa 
wilt be enabled, by the JLord, jo his feafons, to brin^ 
thy children and family into the fame fenfe; that thou 
and they together may enjoy the 'fame prefcrvation from 
hifu, fo far as he fees meet, whofe will is not to be 
Iknited, but to be iubjeded to» . 

And if thy heart be right before the Lord, and thy 

.foul awakened and preferved in his fear, thou wik find 
fomewhat to travail out of^ and fomewbat to travail in* 
to, and the Lord drawing.and leading thee. And this 
ftroke, which is fo dreadful to others, nor altogether 
without dread to thee^ mil prove of great advantage in 
thy behalf;, in drawing thee more into a fenfe and ac- 
quaintance of the infinite one, and in drawing thee 
from thy earthly thoughts and knowledge, which will 

• not now fland thee in ftead. 

Thy friend, 

Sth ef 7th Month, 1665; 
.*^ - A 5, f « 



v: TtrZTTBRS 01^ 

For Friends in the Truth in and about the two Chalfints. 

Dear Friends, 

I AM fcparatcd, as to bodily prcfcncc^ 
from yoij; but I cannot forget you, bccaufe ye are writ^ 
ten on my hean, and I cannot but dcfire your peacf 
and welfere, as of my own fouK And this is my prefent 
<;ry for., you. O that ye might feel the breath of life, 
that life which at firft quickened you, and which ftill 
quickeneth, being felt; and that breath of life has 
power over death; and being felt by you, will bow 
down deatix in you, and ye will feel the feed lifting up 
its head over that which oppreffeth it. Why fliould the 
reyal birth be ^captive in any of you? Why fliould 
any of you travail and. not bring forth ? Why fliould fin 
have dominion in ^ny.ipf you, and. not rather grace 
reign in its.life.s^id power in you all ? O that ye may 
receive quickenings, O that ye may receive help, O that 
j,e, may be led into the true fubjefltion, which brings 
forih the true" dominion. Indeea I cry for my own 
foul, and I cry foryour's. alfo, that, in oqe virtue and 
power of life we may be. knit together, and ferve the 
Lord our God in perfeft u^jtyof fpirit. 

O Father, blow upon flefti in us all, dry it up at the 
roots, let all the.birdistbpneof die in us, and its womb 
become barren ; that no more fruit may be brought unto 
death and unrighteoufnefe ; but let thy pure principle 
live in us, and the womb, that hath been too long bar- 
ren, abound with feed unto thee ; that we may be, to 
thy praife, a vineyard, of. thy own planting, watering, 
and.dreffing, bringing forth pure holy fruits, pleafant to 
thy taflc ; that thou- ma yeft never repent of the efpecial 
love, favour, and mercy thou baft fhewed to us, in ga* 
thering us out of the world, and from amidft the many 
profeffions ; but mayeft follow us with the fame love and 
delight, Xp do us good for ever; and we mav be found 
walkhig worthy of thy tender vifits- and the grccU mercy 

thou 
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thou haft flicwed us, and of the great things we yet 
hope for from thee.- * ^* . - 

My friends, what fhall I fay unto you ? O the Lord 
God keep you living and fenfible, and let your ii/^lking 
and converfe be with him, both in private and in your 
kiSTemblings j be ferious Id your (pirib, that ye may feel 
the weight of his feed fpringing up in you, and refliing 
%pon you, to poife yout hearts towards him ; and let 
the earthly thoughts, defires, and concerns, which eat 
like a catiKcr, be kept out by the powcir of that life, 
which k yours, as ye abide in covenant with him thsjt 
hath gathered you, by his pure light (hining in yoti. 
O that ye may all dwell there, and not draw back inpS 
the earthly nature, where the cnetay lies lurking to 
etitangfe and catch your minds, and bring.you to a Ipfs. 
' Feel my bowels of love and tender care of you in 
the quickening life of God ; and the Lord God watch 
over you fpr.good, to perfeft his work in you, and 
draw your hearts nearer and nearer to himielf, untU 
they be quite fwailowcd up of hinl ; that ye may at laft 
find your hearts fitted for add welcomed into the bofoM 
of your beloved, and there may lit down in the reft 
and joy of his falnefs for evermore j which is the 
i)leffed end of the Lord's love to you, and all the faith* 
ful travails which have been for you. , 

Tour friend and T>rother in the truth, 

fVom niy place of confinenient la AleAuryj 
26th of 4th Month, i666. 

Even when ye were fitting together, waiting on thf 

l.ord (fome of you I doubt not), did thefe things fpring 

:np ip my heart towards you j and if ye tafte any fweet* 

nefs or refreifamenc in them^ how to the fountain, and 

b^ fenfible of his praife fpringing tji the midft of you. 
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i:r It IS; the ddirc of my heart to wallt 

•with God> in the true; fear oiF his name, and in trua 
l(^Y€;.aiid;good-wiU to aijipen,^ days here upon^ 

t^c earth* For ^lis end I wait upon God^ night an^ 
^jQFa to.kno}fsr-hi8 will,-aiid to receive <:ertaiii inftruftiott 
J^QHi him, .coiK^rpihg what is acceptable in his iight.- • 
^■^^Aftcr he.hath i»^ any thing; made, manifeft his plea- 
f^f e^ I M^ fUgtPii^ him for ftrength to perform it;, and. 
when he hath wrought it by me, my foul bleffeth hkn 
therefor. If this bf a right, courle, I am not to ;bc 
condemned hercia; if it:be not, and thou knowefl: bet-r 
tcr, :fliew me^ in loy€,. meeknefs, and;tcndcrnefs, as I 
would be willing to make, any thipg known to thee, for 
thy good, whi<:h the Is-prd- hath fliewn me. . 
. But this I am fully affured of, that God is higher 
t^an man ; and th^t hi$ will and laws are to be fet up, 
and, obeyed, in ;th_Q firft place ; and man's only in the 
fecond; and-in^thcijr du^ fubprdination to the will and 
laws of God. 

Now,friend, apply thyjfelf to do that which is right and 
noble, and that whkJi is truly juftifiable in God's fight^ 
that thou mayeft giv^ a. comfortable account to him, 
when he^fball call thee thereunto. That which thou 
haft done to mc hath not made me thy enemy; but, ia 
the midft of the fenfe of it, I dcfire thy A^clfare, and 
that thou .inayeft; fo carry thyfclf in thy place, and 
ftftions, as that thou mayeft neither provoke God 
againft thee in this world, nor in the world to come* 
Haft thou not yet alBifted me enough without caufc ? 
Wouldft thou have mef bow to thee therein, wherein 
the Lord hath not given jne liberty ? If I ftiould giv^ 
thee outward titles and honours, might I not do thee 
hurt ? O come down, be low in thy fpirit before the 
Lord ; honour him in thy heart and ways, and wait for 
jhc true nobility and honoiu: from him. Thou Jiaft' 

but 
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but a time to be in the world, and then eternity begins; 
and what thou^^faaft ibwn hcterdiod^mitft then reap« 
O that thou mighteft fow, not to thy own will and vm^ 
dom, but to God's fpirit; and know his guidance, wha 
is only able to lead man aright. Indeed, thou Ihouldcft 
be fubjeA in thy owt heart to diat which thou art 
ofiended* at in <xfaers ; even that fax the inner parlB^' | 
which teftifies for God, and againfl: the thoughts, waya, 
and works of corrupt man -y that thou mighteft feel m' 
principle of life from God, and good fruit brought 
forth from that principle to him j and that the evil 
nature, with the evil works thereof, might be cut down 
la thee; that thy foul* may efcape the wrath and miierf 
which attends the works and workers of iniquity. 

I have fent thee this enclofed in love. Read it iniiear 
and humility, lifting up thy heart to Ae Lord, who' 
giveth underftanding, that it may be a bleffing to diee; 
for in true love was it writ, and is of an healing and 
guiding nature, I have formerly writ to thee, but wif 
way hath been To barred up, that I Tiave ftot found 
accefs eafy, and how or whether this will come to thy 
hand I know not; but this I truly fay to thee^ I have 
felt the Lamb's nature under my fufferings from thee,- 
whereunto I have given thee no provocation, neither 
for the beginning nor continuance df them; and if thou 
cahft:, bring that thing to the trial of the witnefs of God 
in thy heart, that will deal truly with thee, blaming 
what God blames, and juftifying what he juftifietbt 
and though the Lord beholdeth, and will {dead the 
caufe of his innocent ones (who, the m»e hdplefs 
they are, the more they are confldered and tendered 
by him), yet I do not defire that thou ihouldeft fuflferi 
either from God or man, on my account ; but that 
thbumightdl be guided to, and preferv^ed in, that which 
will be fwect reft, peace, and fafety, to all that are (hel- 
tered by it, in the troublous and ftormy hour; in which 
the Lord will diftrefe man, and make him feel his fid 
and mifery. 

' ■ l^is is thc-fum of what I have at prefcnt to fav, who 
"lave wriMhis, not for any by-end, but- in the ftirringji 



9f true love towards, thcc, and from 'Z trtic dcfii-e that 
thou mighteft feel the power of God ibrmbg thy heart 
aVight, and bringing forth the fruits of righteoufnefs m 
ihee ; that thou niigfatefl be made by him of the feed of 
jAe bleflid, and faiterit the bleffingv and fmd die earthly 
mure confumod, and brought to naught in thee ; to 
I vWch is the curfe^ and: which muft feel the curTe, as 
(Sod brings forth his righteous judgments in the 
iehrtfi, and lipon the heads of the tranfgrefforsw And^ 
knowing there to be a certain day of God's calKng 
itranfgreiorors to account, and the terriblenefs of his 
wrath and -confuming pteafurc in that day, I warn thee 
i^p*ttndcmcfs, and in the bowels of love befeech thee, 
to confider thy ways, and make thy peace with him ; 
that diou mayeft not be irrecoverably and eternally 
mlfcrable ; but mayeft be transformed by his life and 
Mature^ and fow to him the fruits thereof, that thou 
liiayeft reap, and receive of him that which is the 
feel's j6y. ^ ^ ' 

■* And friend, know this affured truth, it is not a 
itrigion of man's making or choofing (neither the 
p^jpe's, lior any other man's), but only that which is of 
God, which is acceptable to him : and what will be^ 
come of that man, whofe very religion and worlhip is 
hateful CO God? Where will he ftand, or what account 
will he be able to give when lie appears before him ? 

Thou haft not often met with fuch plain dealing as 
this. Thefe things very nearly concern thee. O wait 
upon God for his true light, that thou mayeft not be 
deceived abom them ; becaufe thy lofs thereby will be 
fo great and irreparable, 

I am thy friend in thefe things, and have written 

as a true lover and defirer of the welfare of 

thy foul 

LP. 

From Alefbury gaol, 
.a4th of 6th Month, 1666. 



For 
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^or the Friends in Truth in and ai^oiil the^Awo CbdlfonU% 

; As a f§U>^r.\fatcU€rh.pTff€;r hi§ childr^, 
fp do I wait and deiu-e to .fe^: the-IyO^d \rai;chiQg over 
my foul contiaualiy.. Affd in his jiove, care,. wife, i^4 
(ender council, is myfafety, Ufe^ and peace; audi nevfr 
yet repented either waiting for him or he<^rkening jo 
him. Bu( if I have hearkened. at anj' time to. any thi)^ 
elfc, and xniilpok his. voice, and.entertaii^ed the enr* 
my's dec^itftil appearan(;ey inii^ead of .his pure.trut]^^ 
which it is very eafy to do, that grievous .iiii{lak(;baA 
proved matter of lofs and forrow tp piy foul. 
; Now, O my ifiriends, that ye might know aiid hear 
the. voice of the preferve^ . So ftiallryc be prefervcd, and 
kept from the voice of the ftranger, which draweth 
ailde from the, pure principles of rlife, and the true 
feeling fenfe. There is that near you which watcheth 
to, betray. O the God of my life, joy, peace, and 
Jiopc, watch over your fouls, and deliver you from the 
advantages which at any time it hath againfl any of 
you. The feed which God hath fown in you, is pure 
and precious. O that it may be found living in you, 
and ye abiding in it. O that no otlier feed may at any 
lime ufurp authority over it.; but that ye may know the 
authority. and pure truth which is of God, and therein 
iland, in the pure dominion, over all tliac is againit 
him. f For in the principle of life, which ye have known 
^.^d received . in meafure, is dominion; and ye^ therein 
prcferved are in the dojniniqn over the impure and 
deceitful one ; and that judging in you hath power to 
Judge all impurity and dcceiveablcnefs, as the light 
thereof pleafcth to make it manifefl: to you ; but out of 
that ye will eafily become a prey, and fet up darknefs 
for light, and account light darknefs ; and then a wrong 
wifdom, confidence, and conceitednefr, will get up in 
you, and lead you fiir out of the way and fpirit of trutli, 
(), my dear friends, that that may be kept down in 
you which is forward to judge, and approve or dif- 
approve; and the weighty judginent of the feed be 
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waited for. And O do not judge, do not judge, before 
the light of the day ftiinc in you, and give forth the 
judgment; but (land and walk in fear and humility, and 
^ndernefs of ^irit, and filerice of flefli, that the Lord 
jbe not provoked againft any of you, to give you tip to 
"k 'irrong fcnfe and judgrtient, to the hurt of youir fouM 
And mind your own uatcs, and the feelrag of life Id 
ji^xxt own veffels ; which will keep you pure^ prcciou?^ 
iiknd chafte in the eye of the Lord; And O dontiS: 
ftieddle with talking about others, which ciits out the 
inward life, and may exalt your fpirits out of ypiii* 
fihce, and abovcyourprbper growth; be as the' whined 
child^ iimple, naked, meek, humble, tender; eafifjr ted 
by, and fubjefted to) the Father ; fo will ft ^chf ih 
tliat which is of God, and be preferved out of that 
which hunteth after the pure life, to betray and deftroy 
It. I have an intereft in you, mj cries are to the Lord 
for you, and I exceedingly thirft after your prefer- 
vation and growth in that which is pure ; and in that 
breathing fonging fpirit towards you, was it in my heart 
at this time to write unto you ; and the Lord God of 
my mercies, hope, and life, watch over you for good, 
and keep your hearts in the pure and fingle watch; 
that the enemy (by any^. Jubtle ckvicc of his) break 
not in upon you; nor ye, by any temptation, be allured 
or drawn from the Lord ; but may know the pure, 
eternal, everlafting habitation, and may dwell and 
abide Aerein, to the joy of your own fouls, and the 
tqoicings^ of the hearts of all that have travelled for 
jrou in the Spirit of the Ldrd. ^ 

From your- brother and Gompanion in ihe fcdth^ 
_ patj^acciiand affi^ions of the feed, : v 

-• Alcfbury PrHmh 
^jihjof Ji'thMontii, i6fi5. 



Bctt 
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I . .Dear.M,E.. .' . . ■ . . "/;• . . . ."." ' '., 

f . I FOUND true unity trith thy letter, 

jind a tender defire fpriaging in my heart to tne Lord 
'£br thee, that, as he hath in mercy quickened and 
g^^thered thee to himfelf^ out of the nature and fpirit.of 
this world, fg he would pleafe, through the fame 
tender mercy, to preferv.c thee in that which gives the 
^cnfe of his goodneis, and enables ^o walk vrottixj 
tiereqf, . " ...y,,^ 

i ' My de^r and, tender Ipve to thy fiflcr. O feai; tlif 
X«prdf and watch over one Wother in love, faithfulnefsp 
and, mcekneis of fpirit ; and be not of a diftruft^l ipirit^ 
l^ut^ truit your father in every trial, temptation^ con* 
dition, or ftrait. ^ 

Thy jfriend ia the truth, and for the 
,/ truth's fake, 

•!;■'■.. I. p.- 

xjtK of i ith Month, 1666. 



}:•■ Dear M.S. 

^,r'- • * It is in my heart at this time to vnkt 

>to thcc, not in the will,'^ wifdoiti, and affeftions of f 
man, bjiu in the tender love and mehing fiowels which' 
arc of God; befecching thcc'rtd taltcr-heed'o<? that wif- 
dora which (under fubtrhy and difgttife) kads from the 
nature, fpirit, and power of truth ; raifmg up another 
thing in the heart for the witnefs and truth of God, 
with which it bewitches the mind, and then wipes its 
lips and faith j It has done no harm ; but others arc 
guilty, and ray fpirit and ways are innocent in the light 
of the Lord, and I feel his juftification and deamefj^ 
before him therein. 
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O ! M. S. .if thou be'ft entangled by thxit deccitfnf 
wifdom, if another thing get up in thee which is not of 
the truth (of the true innocency and fimplicity, what- 
ever it appears to thee), then thou caiifl not hear the 
Voice of the^propher, which thou once heardcft^ nor 
jland to the teftimony which" it gave thee to bear ; but 
wilt, warp and xJeclirre hotn (xix the fubiilty and fpecious 
pretences) what thou tookfett up in the uprightnefs and 
fiispKcity of trbth; and, not hearing the voice of thiat 
prophet, thou \vilt ierr itiofe uild more, and grow 
ilrjDng, .wife, and hatd in thy error, even till at length 
the Lord be provoked to' cat thee off * by his fpirit and 
power irotn among his peoplp. - 

jd of the ^th- Month, i€6;^ 



Dear Friend, : 

I HAVE heard that thou haft fomewhat 
againft W. R. whereupon thou forbeareft coming to 
meetings to his hotlfe ; '%tii(?Tf thbiTbughteft ferioufly to 
weigh and confider, that thy path and walking herein 
may be right and ftraight before the Lord. Is the thing, 
or are the things, which thou haft againft him, fully fo 
as thou apprehendeft ? Haft thou fecn evil in hhn, or 
to break forth from him ; and haft thou confidered him 
therein, and dealt with him as if it had been thy own 
cafe ? Haft thou pitied him, mourned ovek-tim; cried 
to the I-*ord for him, and in the tender^ bowels of love 
and meeknels of fpirit, laid the thing before him ? And 
if he hath refufed to hear thee, haft thou tenderly 
itientioHcd it to others, and defired them to go with 
(hce to him ; that, what is evil and offenfive i^ him 
mglii be more weightily and advantageoufly laid before 
hitti,* For fiis liumlbung, and. for his /eco very unto that 
which is a withefs and ftrcngth againft the evil? If 
. ' X thou 
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thou haft proceeded thus, thou haft proceeded tenderly 
and orderly, according ro the law of brotherly love, 
and God's witncfs in thy confciencc will juftify thee 
therein. But if thou haft let in any hardncfs of Spirit, 
or hard rcafonings agaiuft him, or hard.refolutions, as 
telating to him^ the witncfs of God will not juftify thee 
in that. And if at any time hereafter thou haft any 
thing againft others, O learn from that of God in rhecL 
to mew bowels of compaffion towards them, as iher 
Lord has had pity on thee. And keep to his witnefsT 
in thy heart. Wait to feel the fefcd, and to keep thy; 
dwelling tlierfein, that thoU maycft abide in the pcactf 
and reft thereof, and not depart cut of, thy. habitation^ 
out of the fenfe of truth; for that will let in t'emptatioa 
opon thee, give the enemy ftrength agiinft fhde, and 
fill thy foul with anguifh and perplexity. So the Lord 
God of infinite tcndemefs renew his mercy upon thee, 
and keep thee in that, wherein hisr love, life, reft, joy, 
peace, and unfpeakable comfort of his holy fpirit 
(which is able to keep the mind out of all the fnares 
and temptations of that which i$ unholy), is felt and 
witneffed, by. thofe who are taught and enabled by 
him to abide and dwell in that into which he gathered 
them, and in which he hath^ pleafed to appear unta 
tliem. ^ ./. ' . . - ' . "^ ' '. - 

This IS in the love and tender goodnefs of thic' 
Lord to thee, from thy -friend in the truth, 
and for the truth's fakt, 

15th of I oth Month, 1667^ ^ ,. . » 
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To a Couple that were upon marrying* 

Dear Friends, 

It is a great and weighty thing that ye 
arc about, and ye have need of the Lord's leading and 
couofel therein, that it may be done in the unity of his 
life, that fo Friends in trudi may feel it to be of God, 
and find fatisfa6tion therein. 

Friends, the affisdionate part, will be forward in 
things of this nature, unleis it be yoked -dowa; and it 
Trill perfuade the mind to judge fu^h things to be right 
ind of the Lord, wtten indeed they are not fo« Now 
if it be not of the Lord, but the affe£Honate part,| 
friends cannot have unity with it* nor will it prove a 
bleffing to you ; but you will find it an hurt to your 
conditions, and a load upon your fpirits afterwards, 
and the fruits and effefts of it will not be good but 
evil; and then, perhaps, ye will wilh that ye had waited 
more fingly and eameftly upon the Lord, in relation to 
the thing ; and that ye had taken more time and con- 
fulted more with friends, before there had been any 
engagements of affeftions. The Lord by his providence 
hath given you a little time of refpite«^ O retire upto 
him, and abafe yourfelves before him, and pray him to 
counfel you j by hi& good fpirit, for your good. That 
if it be not of the Lord, the power (waited upon by^ 
you) may loofen your affeftions in this refpcfl:. But if. 
it be of the Lord, and be orderly brought before^ 
friends, and their counfel and advice fought in the fear 
of the Lord, they will have unity with it, and with 
gladnefe ^xprefs their unity : which may be a ftrength 
unto you againft the tempter afterwards. 

This is in true love to you, and in finglenefs of hearty 
the Lord ^Luoweth. 

From your friend in the truth, 

LP. 

4tli of 3d Month, i668. 

Friend^ 
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Friend, 

Hath the Lord dravm thy heart to hear 
the found of truth, and given thee fome feafe and 
favour^thcreof, though^ perhaps, not as yet full fetis- 
faftion m all things that arc truly and faithfully teftificd 
concerning it. O prize this love of God to thee, and 
watch and pray, and come into the pure fear, thac 
thou mayeft walk worthy of it, and maycft difccm 'm 
fpiritwliat it is that gives tfaee the favour $ aftd fii 
receire the lea^*en of the kingdom, ai^d feel its leaVtn^ 
mg Tiftuc Upon thy heart day by day. For after thr 
Lord hath been at work, the enemy will be at work* 
atfo; and thou mayeft both me€t With him without aadr 
vnthm too, in realonings and queftionings againft the 
demonilration of God's ipirit to thy heart a&d emu 
fcience. Now if thou wilt hearken to thefe, they wil^ 
eat out the fenfe and belief of what God-t Sfim begtt 
in thee. Oh, how many wife ^len,- and how mvaxf. 
khovring men, that have tafted of feme true e«^ 
periences, have not the fenfe and' cBfeeming of die Swift 
and power of the Lord, h^ it is now made mani^ 5 r /^^ 
btit {peak hard words, and think hard thoughts of hi* 
Truth and its preciious appearances. Ah ! what are we,' 
any of us, on whom-flie Lord hath fliewn his mercy, 
and whofe hearts he toiKheth, and maketh fenfible of 
his drawings ; yea, and not only fo, but alfo gives na 
to partake of the eternal life and virtue, which he hath 
hid in his Son from the eyes of all living. Wc fought it 
up and down in the deeps aiid heights j but the dcepr 
faid it is not in me, and the higheft mountain and lulb 
that «ver we met with, could not bring falvation to lis. 
But at length v^e found the fear of the Lord to be the : 
true wifdom, and that which taught u^ to depart frooa: 
evil gave us the true underilanding, NoV^ if any among 
us are not thus taught, but only own the do^ines of 
TruA published among us, being thereunto overcome 
by the demonftration of God's Spirit; yet for all this 
they are not felt by us in the life and unity of the 
Spirit of the Lord with us; and fnch the Lord wiU 

n masL\feft.V^ 
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manifcftly prune ofF in his own due time, and ^rait in 
others in their ftcad. Yea, fuch as do indeed give up 
to Truth, and in mcafure feel the power of it, and arc 
made by tlie power of the. Lord fubjeft to it; yet if in 
any diing they let in the fpirit of the world, and ^& 
according thereto^ fo far they are not of the Truth, nor 
owned by it. . 

: . Now, .dear friend (for fo far as thy heart is touched 
by God*s Spirit, and anfwcreth thereto, thou art dear 
ttoto me), mind thy condition, and wait on the Lord ii| 
humility, of heart, and in fubjeftion to what he in- 
wardly, by his Spirit^ daily makes manifeft; that thou 
maycfticome into the obedience of the Truth daily, j 
that thou may eft daily feel the change which is wroughi: 
in the heart and confcience, by the holy, eternal, cwcxjr 
living power; that.fo thou mayeft witnefs (according 
to the Scriptures) that which is born of the Spirit is 
^irtt; . and then thou wilt feel that this birth of the 
Spirit cannot f\?lfil the lufts of the flcfli, but will be 
warring: and fighting the good fight of faith, in the 
power of life, agaiiA themi and To, in faithfulnefs to 
the Truth, and waiting upon the Lord, thou flialt wit^ 
nefs an overcoming in his due time; for, indeed, the 
true faith overcomes, the true fliield beats down the 
moft fiery darts, and, in the power of the Lord, the 
enemy is fo reiiited that he fleeth ; and the name of the 
Lord is indeed, a ftrong tower to his children, to which 
his feed know how to retire and feel fafety. 
: O, the conquering faith, the overcoming life and 
power of the fpirit! We cannqt but fpeak of ihofe 
things, and cry up the perfeft gift and the power of 
him, who is not -only able to perfeft his work in the 
heart, but delights fo to do ; and even to tread down 
Satan under the feet of thpfe that wait in patience for 
{he perfeft tonqueft ; for nothing clfc.will fylly fatisfy. 
The reiU the peace, liberty, the life, the virtue of the 
gofpe), 18 not fully known and enjoyed, while there 
remains any fin to iUng and trouble. And this I can 
faithfully witnefs, that whe^ the power is revealed, 
nhen the bipod wst^thj the foul is dean and as white 
-•/'..:.. ' ... ■ as 
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as fnow, and the enemy hath not powef to break in, 
but life triumphs over him. And why may there not 
be a continuance of fuch a ftatc ? Yea, I verily believe 
inany can witnefs a continuance of fuch a (late, which 
the Spirit of the Lord doth not call lefs in them than a 
pcrfch (late, a found (hite, wherein Chnft, the hea* 
venly phyfician, hath healed them perfeftly, an.d made 
them witneflcs of true foundnefs of foul and fpirit in 
the fight of God. 0> that all knew and enjoyed it, 
that truly defire and long after iti But as for thee, 
]this is in my heart to thee* Thou haft found the 
pearl ; the Lord in mercy to thee hath difcovercd >(o 
thee the true pearl. Now diis remains^ that thou be 
a ,wife merchant, felling all to purchafe it^ Thou muft 
keep back nothing. Chrift (the living Truth, the holy 
power of righteoufnefs) muil be dearer to thee than 
$ill. If father, mother, livelihood, liberty, friendfliip, 
outward advantages, &c. or any thing elfe, be dearer 
to thee than him, he will look upon thee as unworthy 
of him; and cannot but turn from thee, and fuffer 
hardnefs and darknefs to come a^ain upon -thee. 

Therefore prize tlie day of thy vifitation from the 

holy God (from the God of mercy and fiilvation), and 

be faithful in the little, in the day of fmall things, if 

ever thou defire to enjoy and be ruler over much. The 

Lord may exercife thee in, and require of thee, little 

things (as he hath done the reft of the flock, whofe 

footfteps diou an to follow to the Shepherds tents). ; 

and the enemy will be endeavouring to ftop thee, and 

perplex thee, in every little thing that the Lord requires 

of thee. But be thou fiiiiple like a child, not taking 

care what to anfwer wife profcflbrs, nor what to anfwer 

the reafoning of thy own mind ; but feeing thou haft 

felt the demonftration of Truth^ from* God's holy Spirit, 

O, breathe unto the Lord to preferve thee in the 

innocency and fimplicity thereof, tliat the Lord may be 

'.with thee therein ; and thereby bring thee through the 

day of Jacob's trouble, to talle of Jacob's deliverance 

and falvarion out of trouble : for thou muft meet with 

■ trials as w<:U as others have done, and the enemy's 
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endeavour A^'ill be lo m:ike thee ftumbk and ftart back 
ia the day of triaK But if tliy eye be towards the 
Lord, he will uphold and ftrcogthen diee, and bring 
thcit throtigh all that ftands in thv way { manifcfting to 
thee daiiy mote attd mofe the patn of holinefs, wherein 
ilit ranfomed of the Loid walk» ftud enabling thee alfo 
to walk therein. 

Thefefotie waujch the tho«ght6 and reafodinga Which 
life in ihee, and i^ire from "ihem, wsiiting to feel (ht 
pott fecd^ and toh^ar its voioe in ftiilnefs \ whofe voiod 
is otherwife than after the noifes ^f the ^ueftionings 
Md ttafonings^ which the aitrnf mifeth k the mind^ 
to fill it with doubts, and troubles ; ^nd to Weaken the 
ftith atkd ienfe whkh God wi^ought m the heart, wheii 
lie i-^iched forth his Truth In the power and demon^ 
ftratibn of his Spirit unto it* This was God*s lovtj thit 
Wfts Xht day of his power^ which lobfefts the mind frotft 
its iot^ers (and the ways of its own choofing), and begets 
a wiUingneis to be joined to tlK Lor4 and his pureTruth. 

O^ take heed oi hearkening to the enemy, to the 
fubtil reafo»a-,^thc entangler of the fo«l: take heed 
t&f confoking thi^e, where he lays his baits to entangle 
the mind, and undo the work of God'lt power in the 
heart, and fo to make unwilling again after the Lord 
had made willing. The fteps which the foul takes in 
the power (even the inclining the mind towards thfe 
Lord aijid his pufe Truth) tend to falvation ; but -if any 
let in unbelief of thofe things concettiing which God 
had, wrought tfaith in them, they draw back to per* 
dition ; they hearken to that which tempts from thi 
Lord, and to that whofe end is to defttoy them. 

This is in true love to thee, and from an upright 
delire that thou mayeft feel the Lord's prefervation of 
thy foul, in that which is of him, and his feparating 
tlice from all that is not of him. 

From a friend to all that breathe after the Lord, 
and dcfire to know and partake of the power 
and life of Truth as it is in Jcfus, the alone 
, Redeemer and Saviofur of the foul. L P. 
5d or 4tli of loth Month, i6SS. . -^ 

Friend^ 
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Friend, 

It is a wonderful thing to witnefs the 

Sower of God reaching to the licart, and d^mop-* 
rating to the foul the pure way to life, as in his fight 
ana prcfcncc. Surely he that partakes thereof is 
therein favoured by the Lord, and ought diligently tQ 
wait for the giving up to the leadings of his holy 
Spirit, in every thing ; that fo he may travel through 
9II that is contrary to him, into that nature and fpiritt 
which is of him. It is a wonderful thing alfo to witnefa 
God's prefervation from l>ackfliding, and from being 
entangled by tlie fubtiky of the c?nemy j who hath many 
ways, and taking deviccsjtof enfnare the fimple mmai 
and draw it from the fenfe of truth, into funic notions 
and belief of things, wherein the foul may be luUeq 
afleep with hopes and perfuafions, but hath not thq 
feeling or enjoyment of the true life and power. 

O friend, haft thou a fenfe of the way to the Father? 
Then be careful that thy fpirit daily bow before him, 
and wait for breathings to him fr^f^ his pure Spirit, 
that he would continue his mercy to thee ; keeping thee 
in the true fcdKry and making thy wav (nor- and mora 
clear before thee every day y yea, r.n J bearing thee up 
in all the exercifes and trials which may beftil thee, in 
every kind; that by his fecrejt working in thy Ipirit, 
and helping thee with a little help from time to time, 
thou mayeft ftill be advancing nearer and nearer to- 
wards the kingdom, until thou find thq Lord Go<l 
adminifter an entrance unto thee thereinto, and give 
thee an inheritance of life, joy, righteouihefs, and , 
peace therein ; which is ftrength unto the foul, againft 
m and death, and againft the forrow and trouble which^^ 
arifeth in the jpind, for u'ant of God's prefence and 
holy power revealed there. 

And be not careful after the flefli, but truft the 
Lord. What though thou art weak, and little ; though 
thou meet with thofe that are wife and knowing, 
and almoft every way able to reafon thee down ; what 
tliough thou haft not wherewith to anfwer ; yet doft 
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thou know and liaft the feelings of God's pure-tftfth in 
fpirit, with a defire to have the life of it brought forth 
in thee^ arid fo to witnefs the- change and renewings 
which is by his power. O, deat- hean, herein thou art 
accepted of the Lord, and here his tender love and 
care will be over ihee, and his mercy will daily reack 
'io^ thee, and thou (halt have true fatisfaftion in thy 
heart, and hold the Truth there, where all the reafon- 
itigsof men, and all the devices of the enemy of thy 
foul, (hall not be able to reSch : yea, thou Ihalt fo fee! 
■Ae Lord to help his l^abc againft the ftrength of the 
\faighty, in the feafons of his good pleafure, as fhal! 
cxcefedmgly turn to his jpraife ; and fo thou fhak ex- 
■ jp/d-ience that whom God jfreferves, all the gates of helF 
■^ihall not be able to prevail againft. Therefore look 
nbt out at men, t)r at the words and wifdora of mcii, 
but keep where thou haft felt the Lord vififijiee, that 
he may vifit thee yet- again and again- every day ; a-::d 
be teaching thee ferther and farther the way to, and be 
dniwing thee into, his dwelling-place, where is righteouf- 
nefs, life, rcft^ and peace, for ever. 

This arofe in- my heart this morning, in tender love 
towards thee. Look up to the Lord, who can make it 
ufefultb thee, to warm, quicken, and ftrengthen, thy 
• heart and mind towards the Lord, and his pure Truth, 
wherewith he has vifited thee. And if thou feci any 
thing therein fuitaWe to the ftate and condition of thy 
foul, O, bow before the Lord, that in the true humirriy 
\liou mayeil: confefs, and give tlie glory to him of what 
bdoni^s to him. 



,>^o 



From thy friend in the Truth, wliich deanfeth 
the heart from iniquity^ as it is. embraced aud 
dwelt in. . , : 

"" LP- . 

i^d of icth Month, t666. 
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' ■Dcai' Friend, * 

Who art lovely to me in that preciotis 
life wherewith the Lord hath vifited thee, and wherein 
lie hath brought thee forth for his fehrice, and to his 
praife. 

Our Father is wife and powerful, who hath begun 
a work which he is able to carry on ; and all the briars 
and thorns of the wildemefs are not able to ftop his 
coiirfe, who is a confuming fire. 

I find the fpirits of Friends here much raifed, whp 
dwell in the fear and dread of the Lord Ood Almighty, 
where the fear and dread of man is removed far away. 

. The Lord preferve us near unto himfelf, out of that 
which feparates from him and weakens ; and nothing 
(hall be able to interrupt our joy in the Lord, nor our 
delight and pleafure in his will. Lo I come, faith the 
child, to do thy will, O God, to drink the cup thou 
haft prepared ; although there is a nature which cannot 
but fay, If it be poflible, let it pafs away ; but that 
nature is bowed down and fubjefted under its proper 
yoke, and in fubmiifion is kept out of finning againft 
the Lord j and accepted by him, who bows it and makes 

' it willing to follow the Lamb in the day of his power. 
Truly the Lord -hath done great things for us ; he hath 
given us the fight and knowledge of himfelf in his Son, 
which is life eternal ; he hath given us of the nature 
and fpirit of his Son ; he hath given us of the true 
faith, whereby the jufl lives, and obtains viftory over 
fin, death, and the grave; he hath given us of the 
hope which purifies the heart, and flays the mind in all 
ftorms } he hath given us of the Lamb*s patience and 
trtecknefs, &c. And now if he ^ill brighten thefe by 
affliftions, and try them, and caiife them !o fhine to his 
glory; yea, and take advantage to increafe them, and 
add further virtue to them, what caufe have any of us 
to complain ? Ifrael, of old, after the flcfh, murmured 
«pon every trial ; but Ifrael, after the new creation, 
doth not fo, but bleffeth the Lord, and repineth not at 
the inflrumcnts which he permitted! to afflift them j but 
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they love the Lord and love his Truth, wd arc faithful 
in their teftimony thereto, whatever befalls them. Yea 
tJbey rejoice that they arc. counted worthy to fufFer in 
Mtiy hmd for bi$ tiame's iake^ and are like lambs before 
tbf^ ihc^rers^ npt opening their mouths, in way of mur^ 
muring or reviling ; but inftead thereof, pitying them, 
f«ayi(Lg for than, and.blci&ng ; becaufe God hath mad^ 
i\iLCV0^ childt^n of love, children of peace, children of 
HtSiOig.; jfhKkmrsirc they ret^ in the midft of all 
their trials and afflifliions, and ihew forth the virtues of 
hJHm that hath called them. So that men (hall not put 
piitour Ufq, not put out our light, nor fever us from 
the love and power of God ; but the more need wo 
find of our God, and of his help and ftrength, the 
ne»xti (hall we be driven to him, and dwell mora 
clofely in union ^ith him, and in holy and humblo 
depeftdance upon hin^. And in this temper fliall we draw . 
luatd receive pore from him ; and the more we draw 
from him, the better will it be with us, and \ikc mora 
like him ihall we be. The Lord keep open that 
heavenly eye in Im children and fervant^, which looks, 
over thi« world with the aflfairs and concerns thereof, 
to thiit which is immortal and inviiible, where our life 
IS hid from others, though made manifeil in and felt by 
H^, from the living fpring which quickens, nouriiheth, 
and refreiheth. . A^d as afflidions abound from men, fo 
ihall conibl^tipQS, life, and flrengtk abound from the 
Lord, unto ^ll, and upon all, who look not out, but 
abidie and wait there where it fprings and flows. 

My dear love is to friends in thefe parts (particularly 
M, O.), the Lord prefervc them and keep tfiem near to 
hiEnfelf, tlm. they may • receive counfcl and ftrength 
frc^m him, according to dieir need, I am fenfible of 
thy great love to us exprelTed in diy care and tender- 
nefs of our child, as well as hx other things : I hope ihe 
is no burthen to thee. O thait (he might feel and be 
guided by that which keeps in erder aU that are fubjed 
to it, I remain, thy friend and brother in the life and- 

Jove which never dies RW chaagcsi h P. 
' |SA of ^ MoBfh^ }^^^ 

Dear 
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Dear Pricnd', 

&KCS I kkft fair theey there have ben 
many deq) and Ibrioui thoughts on my heart concerning 
thee, and a fenfe of thy ftate as before the hord^ and 
breathings of heart for thee. I am fetiTible that the 
Spirit of the Lord is Ibriving with thee, and in fome 
nieafure opening thy hean towards Him and his Truth ; 
and I am feniible withal that there is much ftriving 
againft him; and many ftrong holds of wifdom and 
reafonings m thee, which muft be broken down before 
Truth can fpring up in thy heart, and exerdfe its poweir 
in thee, 'and have full command in thee. 

Now this morning when I awaked, there were three 
things fprang up in mc, which my heart did fmgly and 
eameftly defire for thee. One was, that thou raighteft 
be led by God's holy Spirit into the new and living 
covenant, where Chrifl is revealed, and the foul united 
to Him as its Lord and King, in a bond of indiflbluble 
union. Another was, that thou mighteft daily be taught 
of God, and learn of Him, in this holy, new, pure, and 
everlafting, covenants The third was, that thou msghteft 
be true and faithful to God, to obey and follow him^ 
in whatever he teaches, and requires of thee. 

If thou wcrt but in this flate, thou wouldeft find 
fweetcefs and reft, and peace and power, and the 
rightepufnefs of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and life eternal, 
revealed in thy own heart; and with joy draw water 
out of the wells of iklvaticm* 

Now if thou come to witnefs Chiift's aj^arance in 
fpirit,. and wilt become a difciple unto him, there are 
three things thou muft apply thy heart to learn of hiro« 
which indeed are the fnm <rf the gofyel, or of what 13 
tau^t m and by the gofpeU The firft is to fccir God ; 
this is the beginning of the true heavenly wifdom, and 
this is the pcrfefiion and the end of wifdom jilfo ; for 
the true wifdom not only brings into Uic fear, but it 
builds up in the fear ; yea, and perft^^s in the fear alfo : 
according as. the apo^ faith, ^^ Perfe^Bng holinefs ia 
the fear of xhc Lord." Now this is not fuch a fear 
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as man can attain by all he can do, but is. the fear 
of the new covenant^ which God puts into the hearts 
of his chiidren,^ a$ he quickens them and brings them 
up in the new covenant. This is futtta fear, as that 
thofe in whom it is placed, cannot depart from the 
Lord ; nor, abiding in it, err from the way of life and 
holinefs ; fbr ail fin and tranfgreffion, all rebellion 
againftthe Lord, and grieving and quenching his Spirit, 
is out of this fear. O, that thou mighteft receive this 
ftar from the Lord, and grow up unto him daily in iur 

The fecond is (which depends upon and flows from 
the former), to give glory to God, in difceming his 
Kfe and power, and the virtue of his Spirit and his grace, 
working all in thee ; and fo ftill afcribing the gloiy to 
Jiim, of all thou art, doft, or canft do : for in the day of 
the gofpel, no flclH can glory in the prefencc of our 
God ; but the Lord alone is exalted in the fpirit of his 
children in that day. And indeed as every one comes 
into the fear of the new covenant, the prefence of thcJ 
Lord is there, dwelling in the midft of the heart, and 
he is found working all therein, and bringing forth the 
feed of life, and working down fin, and death, and cor- 
imption. And they that are here, feel their own poverty 
and nothingnefs, as in themfelvcs ; and that their way to 
become ftrong in Chrift, is firft to become weak in 
themfelves j and fo when they are ftrong in him, he who 
is their ftrength is glorified and admired,, and felf is of no 
reputation or value for ever and ever ; for that is cleaved 
to which brought felf down ; and tliat power and fpirit 
being cleaved tOj it ftill keeps it down. 

The third is, that thou learn to worftiip God in fpirit 
and truth. O^ this worfliip is precious indeed; and 
this is the only fort of worfhip which God feekcth 2nd 
regardeth among the many various kinds of worftiippers 
which appear at this day.* This worftiip was declared 
by Chrift, and taught his difciples, but it has been in' 
great meafure departed from ; and though many have 
fought after it, yet none ever could find it, but as they 
have learned of the Father to return to the anointing, 

. and 
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and fo be gathered into his fpirit, where Chrift's name 
is known, and where they that meet together worfhiyi 
in his name ; and of a truth none know or can worihip 
in ChriiVs name befides thefe. 

There have been great miflakes abont worfhip and 
gatherings, they having not been in the name and power 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, but only m a profeffion thereof, 
and an imitation of things, without the true life and 
power ; and what is that worihip and religion in the 
fight of the Lord. 

Now that thou mayeft come into this ftate, and learn 
all thefe leffons of the Lord in the new covenant, there 
is one thing indifpenfably neceffary for thee, which is, 
to know the hour of God^s judgment in thy own hean, 
and to lie under the judgment of the Lord, bearing it 
till he finifli it, and bring it fonh unto viftory. For 
this is the way whereby he purges and redeems the 
foul ; to wit, by the fpirit of judgment and burning. 
Thou muft therefore wait for and come to feel the fpirit 
of the Lord nea!r thee, difcovcring fin to thee, and re- 
vealing judgment againft it, and executing his righteous 
judgment upon the evil nature in thee, that he may 
raife up that good and tender plant of righteoufiiefs 
(out of the dry and barren ground), which his mercy 
is to. 

Friend, mind the words which now fpring in my heart 
to thee (for now my heart is open to thee in the true 
love and pure fenfe which is of God), which are thefe. 
If thou come to know God's Spirit, and to receive it, 
and feel it work in thee, and its pure light fhine from 
the fountain and fpring of life, thou wilt have a quicker 
fenfe and difceming therefrom, than can arife either 
from words written, or from thoughts ; that is, the 
Lord wHl Ihew thee the way whereof thou doubteft, 
quicker than a thought can arife in thee ; and the Lord 
will fhew thee evil in a pure fenfe of the new nature, 
quicker than thou canft think or confider of any thing. 
' And indeed this is needful, for fin lodges in the evil 
nature inwardly, and works not fo much by a known 
law fct up in the mind, as by a fecret nature ; and if 
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k^be not rcfriled and withftood by ainotheniaiure, h caa 
yc ver ..be.'Qvercome* 

Now by this judgment fet up in the bean, doth God 
overcome and keep down fin for ever ; for the judg- 
ment of God is Wronger than fin, and will bring it 
down, .where his judgment is received and abode in„ 
and tl»t which brought it down being kept to, will 
keep tt down } and it being kept down, life and righ*^ 
teoufncfs (even the righteous life, fpirit, arid power^ of 
the Lord Jefus, inwardly revealed) will be uppennoil^ 
and reign over it ; and then thou flialt know what it is. 
to be a king and prieil to God, and to come to the 
hver at which God*s priefts walh^ and to the bloock • 
^b which .tlK^ir right ear» and thumb, and toe, ]$ 
i^rinkled, according to the type and ihadow under tho 
law. 

Perhaps thefc words at prefent may be hard unto 
thee ; but if thou come to wait on God's holy Spirit, 
and to the feeling of his appearance in thy heart, and 
learn of him to know what is good and what is eVrl ixk 
thy words, ways, worfliip, yea, and in thy very hean 
and thoughts, and alfo to choofe the good and renifc ihe 
evil J they will grow eafier and eafier, and plainer and 
plainer, daily, as thou comell into the fenfe and ex^ 
perience of the things they mention ; arid thou wilt find 
Chrift inw^ly revealed iti fpirit, to be very properly 
called the Word of God, even the Ingrafted Word which 
is abie to fave the foul ; for he is quick and powerful, 
and fcarpcr than any two-edged (word, able to cut 
down all that fiiali appear or rife up in the heart, to 
refift or oppofe his work* 

The hofd fo guide thee, manifeft himfelf to thee, help 
thee, and lead thee by hi^ holy Spirit and power, a^ 
that thoa roayeftcofoe- undeniably to experience and to 
be fatisfied by him about thefe things. And mind not 
fo much to know> as to be obedient and fubjefted to 
the Lord (both in thy heart and in thy converfation 
alfo), in the Icaft thing that he makes manifeft. If the 
Lord- w©Hld (hew thee but this one thing, that to ufe 
f hfic and Thou to a particular perfon is proper lau*^ 

gW'igc> 
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guage, atid fcriptifire iavguage; ^and that to&f Y<mi 
ts improper, aikl arofe from pride, aind Qotirifiieiiiptidei 
and fo is of che worlds and not of the Father ; sokI (6 
bow thf fpirit to him in thii one ihiag^ liiou litdt 
chinked what a work it would make withiii thee, and ' 
how (Irongly the fpirit of darknefs would A^ agaioft 
thy fubjeSion thereto. The Lord lead tiim^ as bft 
feetb good, and give thee faithfully to follow 9 for elfc^ 
if the LonI ftiould lead in any thing, and thoa not foU 
low in that thing, his fpiric wo&Id beifrrjcv^d and veKcl 
thereby, and thy heart in dang^ of being handened by 
the deceitfulnefe of fin. 

This 1$ irotn on$:, ^0 watidered long in the Dvhfie 
howling wildemdd, waylefs, from the Shepheni aiid 
Bifliop of the foul ; and was forely afiliftcd, tofied Vfth^ 
cempefts, and not comforted 5 hnt at Icn^ it {ileafed 
the Lord in tender mercy to vilh me, and by his own 
K)w(hretx:hed arm, to gather me into hrs own fold; whett 
2 have »et with the holy mount of God, and liis cky 
the heaifenly Jerufalem, and the fpirits t>f the jfiift mcni 
and God the jndge of all, that etn^r arifeth, or can ai^fit 
m thd heart ; and Clit& the mediartot, and the newcov^ 
nam ; wherein and whereby he mediates ; aod ihe blood 
isf fprinkling, which fpeakeih good things to the ibult 
thait are fprinkkd with it; yea, indeed, here are ail 
the good things met with aod enjoyed^ which were 
&ttSe^ed out tmder the law, and tlxe precious promiies 
fjtiljfiQed, which rnsdkc partakers of the divine iiatnre at 
they come to be fnlfiUed* 

What fliall I fay ? The Lord knoweth that I fyetk 
tliele things not i>oa(Ungly, or to lift op my&lf above 
others in my thoughts, bot in tendemefs. aa^ buinitity 
of heart, as before the Lord, for thy fake. And now 
this is my defire and fH-ayer to theXordy and the tnivail 
of my foul in his life and fpirit; even that tho& thast 
»e yet fcacDer^d from the fold of reft, that the refidne - 
of the Iheep of the boufe o£ Ifmd ihat ^re as yet loft, 
as yet driven away, as yet Scattered up and down in their * 
ovni apprehendons,' conceivings, and £sveral ga;diecing( 

an^ 
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$Mwiif^^'^ifi^ and likenefles and imitations of 
ffiing^ "Withbut thfe true life and power, may be gathered 
out of all thefe into the fame life, power, ttnd fold of 
Heft, into which God has pleafed of his great mercy and 
tender goodriefs to gather us. For, indeed, God's 
faoufe and hdly building is to be exalted, and all others 
to be laid wa(le, and left defolate for the beaft of the 
defert, and the dragons and owls, and birds of the 
night (which are unclean and noifome, and have not 
fo much as a belief or hope to be thoroughly cleanfcd 
by the power of the Lord here in this life, nor ever 
knew what it was to bear the yoke of Chrift's fpmt 
and power) : I fay, all others are to be left for fuch as 
thefe to lodge in, and for the iatyrs and dark fpirits to 
dance in. 

l' And indeed the houfes which God hath not built, 
are very much filled with darknefs and death already,; 
and the food there is not living, nor the fello\\^ip 
livuig, nor the pure living prefence, name, and power, 
of our Lord Jcfus Chrift witneffcd there. And there- 
fore let all that are living in any meafure, depart out of 
the buildings and gatherings which are not living, and 
put oiF all dead.apprehenfions of things, and the cover- 
ings wherewith they have covered 9iemfelve$ in the 
night feafon ; that they may be clothed with the Spirit, 
with the power, with the life, with the innocency, with 
the mcekicfs, with the righteoufnefs, and holy nature 
of the Lamb, and; know the garment which never was 
nor ever can be defiled. See how my fpirit flows forth 
towards thee. 

The Lord give thee the fenfe and favour of thefe 
thuigs, that thou mayeft thereby be kindled to. wait oA 
ihe Lord, to be led into the liglit of the living ; that 
.thou mayeft live and w^alk with him therein, who is, 
and dwells, and walks with his, in the light. O, houfe 
;of Jacob, come ye, let us walk in the light of the 
Lord, and let us come up to Sion, the holy hill of God, 
•and to the gofpcl Jerufalem, that there he may teach 
:us of his ways, and we may there Icaru of him to walk 
• ,, ' ■ ia 
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uivhis^ paths; for there i& the place of ^^0omr9&d tro^ 
ynderftanding, which none know but ^tl^gfe. that ar^ 
taught of God. .*: : > 

. This IS. in true firiendfliip and tender. love to thj 
foul, from its friend in truth and fmcerity, . 

K ■ ■ ■ ■ * .... . .1 

I. P. ' 

^th of 8th Months 1670: 



My very dear Friend, 

Many are the triak,^ affliAions, and 
temptations, vlrhich the Lord feeth good to exercife us 
withal, for the purifying and making us white, that he 
may honour his name in us and through us ; but thif 
promife ftands fure in the feed, ^^ I will never leave thee, 
por forfake thec/V 

. And if our God be with us and for us, what i:an 
prevail againfl the work and defign of his love and power* 
towards us? I am deeply fcnfible of thy condiuoi]^, 
Reeling it evep in the tender and melting love of my 
heart towards thee ; and this, word fprang in me to thee, 
Xook not . out, but truft in the Lord, who can make 
things eafier than they feem likely to be ; and will cer- 
tainly carry his through the harded things which he 
fuffers to them, 

.. O, the Lord keep all his in the pure innoccncy, out 
of the earthly contriving wifdora, which faith. Save 
thyfelf, aypid this dreadful brun|, this flroke of the 
crofe; which it is eafy to hearken to, if the mind be 
not kept to that eye and that wifdom, which difcovers 
the tempter, and inilrudeth the bird to efcape his fnare« 
My dear love is to thee and to all faithfiil Friends. 
The Lord keep ypufrom hearkening to the enemy, and 
makq you faithful to ^im,.iu the pure innpcency and 
heavenly wjfdom which is of him j for Truth triumph^ 
. over 
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over de«k, and the life of the Lamb on the Cfck reigns 
and mmnfAs over death : glory to him who hath orcr- 
cqme in his perfon, and who teacheth tis to overcome 
through faith, in hi^ power^ and from the overflowings 
of the conquering life in our hearts, which firft brings 
down that which is contrary to Truth, and then reigns 
in the Truth. 

Thy Friend in the love whfcli never dies, and in 
the Truth which changes not, 

LP- 

Catfgrove, 14th of the 10th Month, 1670* 



Dear Friend, 

f AM -fenfiblc that Ac Lord hath iriiked 
thee with his power, reaching to thy heart, in the de- 
monftration of his own Spirit, and that thr heart hath 
anfwered and feid in the inwards of thy foul. It h God'i 
Truth mdeed. N6w fo far as God hath readied to thecj 
fc far h behoves thee to confcfs him, and his Truth, anq 
ocople beibre men, and to give xip in obedience and 
fubjeOixjn of fpirii to the Lord ; and if thou hy in tjhc 
fimpHcity of thy heart to any that have my tcndcrnefs^ 
Thus- it IS with me^ I believe from my heart this or this 
is of God, What fliall I do ; ihall I give up in obedience 
thereto ; or fttail I difobey the Lord, grieve his l^irit, 
and wound my own foul ? This will reach rfiat which i^ 
of God, in any ; and diis will wotmd and trouble that 
which is not of God. 

The Lord guide thee, and pity thee, and help thee 
in thy ftraitsand doubts, and fears, and troubles, both 
in rdfcrcnce to thyfclf and mother, God is my witnefsj^ 
whom I ferve in my fpirit, in the gofpcl of his Son, that 
1 have not fought myfclf, but your good (and that not 
of m)'felf neither, but in the leadings and drawings of 

his 
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his holy Spirit), and I gave thy hufband a warning in 
true and tender love^ though I knew well enough how 
hard it would be to* his fpirit in his prefent ftate, and 
what a bitter enemy he might become to me for my 
telling him the truth, I did it not unadvifedly, but in the 
weight of my fpirit before the Lord ; and I heartily 
wilh that he were not deceived in heart concerning hil 
own ftate, but truly knew it as it is. 

Thy fours true and fincere-hearted Friend, 

LP. 

P. S. There is a light which enlightens the foul, or 
it remains in darkncfs : Ye were darknefs, faid the 
Apoftle, but tiow are ye Ught in the *Lord. Now, no 
man can become light in the Lord, unlefs his nature 
and fpirit be renewed, and changed out of darknefs into 
light. Now the queftion is, what this light is> and 
where it is to be met with. Are the Scriptures then 
this light ; of do they teftify of this light* If they teftify 
of this light, then the light is to be come to, and the 
foul to be enlightened by it ? And he that comes to this 
light, and is enlightened by it, and walks in the |)urc 
(hinings thereof, he becomes a child of light ; but he 
that is ttbt enlightened and changed by it. Is yet a child 
of darknels, notwithftanding whatfocvei" he learns, pro- 
feflct^i, or pfaftifeth, by imitation from the Scriptures* 
This is a weighty matter, O, com6, be not wedded to 
your own; Ways, nor prqudiced againft what God hath 
taught others; but let things be fairly fcanned, that 
all things may be proved, and that which is good, hol4 
faft J for truth wilKnot lofe ground by being tried, but 
darkncfs IS afraid of the ligh^^lbecaufe it has a fccret 
fenfe that it cannot ftand before it. 



LP. 

i6thof uthMomfa^ 1670* 
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Friend, 

I CANNOT but write a few. words in 
truth and innocency (concerning the book thou fenteft 
me to perufc), what reception foever they may have. 

As for what he writes concerning fearing God and 
the king ; and that God is to be feared firft, and then • 
the king ; and that if God command one thing, and the 
king the contrary, God is to be prefered, and the king 
is to be obeyed paifively, when he cannot aftively ; in 
thefe things I fully aflent unto him, and it is well known 
to have been both our principle and praftice (who are 
called Quakers), from the beginning, to be fubjcft to, 
and obey, authority for confcience fake. 

As to the Quakers, whom he ftileth nonfenficaJ, and 
faith, if they had power to their wills, they would foou 
hy the ^xe to the root of all magiftracy and miniftry 
whatibever -^ this I know to be utterly falfe ; for we are 
heartily for magiftracy, aa knowing it to be rf God, 
and ordained by him to be a terror to evil doers, and a 
praife to them that da well ; and we love and defire 
magiftracy, knowing very well that miferable woiiki. be 
the ftate of mankind without it j nor are we agamft 
all miniftry whatfoevcr, but greatly for that miniftry 
which is of God, and go;eih forth in his name and 
power, makuig an eflfeftual change in people's hearts, 
and turning ihcoi from theix iniquities,, to the true fenjfe^ 
ftrar, and aw€, of the Moft High God. 

As to liis relation of the afeirs of the late t^me^, I 
was obfcrYcd by all forts to be one of a retired Ipirii 
and converfation ; not meddling with affairs, cpvenapts^ 
or engagements, nor uking any advantage of prefer- 
ment, gain, oir honour, m thofe times, when thruft upon 
«ne J but mourned with thofe that fuffered in tjtiofe times* 
not expefting much happinefs from outward changes^ 
nor fatisficd with any of the changes that then were. I 
wifti to fee the change, which is not of the outward form 
ftf governmeur, but from unrighteoufncfs to righteouf-^ 
kefs. 

This 
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This is from one who never thought nor wifhcd ill 
concerning thee, but is a real defircr of thy good, and 
a well-wi(hc;r to thee, being not only required, but 
alfo taught of God to love his enemies. 

t K 

Reading Oaol> 1 (I of the 2d Months i6-yi. 



Dear Friend, 

There is Ibmewhat on my heart, to ex^ 
prcfs to thee in love and great good-will, which is as 
followeth. 

Would it not be fad, if thou fhouHeft periffi from 
the Lord for ever ? If thou err in heart from the livmg 
way, it may be fo : indeed, if thy mind be not turned 
from darkncfs (inward darknefs), to the inward light 
of God's Spirit, it cannot be otherwife. Now if thou 
feeldl the inward light (the power of the pure light), 
and art changed thereby, thou cauft not fpeak agtiinft 
that light. 

There was no true religion in the Apoftles* days with- 
out turning to the inward light (and rhat the true miniftry 
was fent to turn men to)j nor is there any true religion 
now, without being inwardly tnrned to, and walkirig m 
the fame light ; nor canfl: thou tnr any truth, 01* under- 
ftand any Scripture aright, but in the fight of God's 
Spn-it. No man can utidcrftand the things of God> but 
tiuc Spirk of God. The Scriptures are holy words, and 
treat oi* the things of God, which no man can under- 
ftand, but in a light of the fame nature from- which they 
came ; and when once a man comes to the true under- 
ftanding, he fooil finds that the underftandir.g which he 
had (of the fame before), was but alter the flefti, eveft 
fliort of the nature of the true underftanding. . And,. 
Friend, confidcr if thy knowledge . (wlxich thou haft 

c 2 hitheno 
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hitherto had), hath changed, or doth change, the. na- 
ture of thy underftanding and will ; or is thy old under- 
ftanding and will yet remaining, notwithftanding all thy 
knowledge and praftifes in religion ? O, do not dally 
in things of fo great concernment, left thou repent 
too late ; for I do not tell thee what I fee concerning 
thee, in the light' of God's eternal Spirit, but I would 
fain have thine own eye (or rather the right eye in 
thee) opened aud brought to. fee ; and confider one 
Scripture ferioufly, concerning the church of Laodicca. 
Had it not the true knowledge outwardly, and a true 
church ftatc, and right ordinances ? Did it not believe 
in Chrift, and look up to him for juftification, &c, ? Nay 
what did it want as to the outwardnefs of its ftate? But 
it wanted fenfe, life, warmth, inwardly ; fo that if yc 
had all ordinances and truths of the gofpel-light out- 
wardly; yet, if ye wanted the inward power, ye could 
not but want Uie true gold, the white raiment, apd 
the eye-falve ; and fo, though ye might think yourfdvcg 
rich,&c. yet the fliameof your nakednefs would appear ; 
yea, indeed, the nakednefs of fuch as are not clothed with 
God's Spirit, doth appear to the Lord, and to the eyes 
and fpiriis of his children, which he openeth in his own 
light, and who fee with this eye ; I fay, the .fliame of 
their nakednefs doth appear, notwithftanding all the 
religious covers they can put upon themfelves, 0,-that 
thou hadft defires,' living defires, after the nature of 
Truth ; and wert acquainted with the new nature, which 
canbe fatisfied with nothing but the virtue, life, and 
power of Truth. 

Come, Friend, wait on the Lord, to have the old 
nature, theold fpirit, the old mind, the old wifdom, the 
old underftanding, the old will broken, the old garment 
torn to pieces ; that thou mayeft come to experience 
that which is new, pure, and living ; and find the, new 
veffel filled with that which is new ; and know the 
virgin ftate of fpirit, which knows and loves the favour 
c5f the true ointment. For life favours life, and death 
favours death, and livmg words are but the lavour of 

death 
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death to them that arc out of the life ; and the living 
(lone (which is the foundation of life to us, and very 
precious) is but a ftone of {tumblings and rock of offence, 
jto them that are out of the life; and who judge of things 
by their . apprehenfions of the letter, without the fpirit 
of life and power ; as the fcribes and pharifees formerly 
did, and fo condemned Chrift in his appearance in the 
flelh ; and they who judge after that manner now, can- 
not but condemn his fpiritual appearance in the hearts 
of his children. The letter killeth, the Spirit gives life. 
If thou wilt have life, thou muft come to that which 
gives life. If thou wilt come into the miniflration of the 
New Teftament, thou muft come into the Spirit and 
power ; and know the Letter of the Scriptures in the 
fpirit and power which wrote them, if ever thou know 
them aright. Yea, if thou wilt become a fon of God, 
thou muft receive power from Chrift fo to do ; and if 
thou wilt believe, aright, thou muft feel faith wrought 
in thy heart, by that very power which raifed our Lord 
Jefus Chrift from the dead : all other faith falls fliort 
of the nature of true faith. 

If thou receive from the Lord the true fenfe of thefc 
things, thou wilt blcfs his name for engaging my heart 
to write them to thee j but if thou read them out of 
tliat which givips the true underftanding, they cannot be 
of advantage to thee. But, whatever entertainment 
they have with thee, yet my judgment is with the Lord, 
and my work and labour or love with my God, who is 
my ftrength and joy, in whom my foul refts in peace in 
the bofom of my beloved. And O, that thou alfo 
mighteft feel quickening of life and true leadings, be 
acquainted mtk that faithful travail which leads thither. 

Thy friend in the heartinefs of true love, fo far 
as the Lord pleafeth to make ufe of me to- 
wards thee, 

LP/ 

7th of tbr 4tIiMQnth;i 1671, 

c s TV. 
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Ta Ann Fleetwood. 
Mjr dear Friend, my ancient Friend, 

Ah, hadft thon knoT\m the precious ap« 
pcarancc of the fpirit and power of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, as it has broken forth in many fpirits in this 
our day ; bleffed be the name of our God for ever j 
i fey hadft thou known it, and embraced it, and 
followed the Lamb faithfully in the light and leadings 
thereof, ah, what mighteft thou have attained to in the 
life and truth of righteoufnefs before this time ! Indeed 
thou mighteft have been eftabliflied in the place which 
the Lamb gives ; and in his unfpotted righteoufnefs, 
which flows in ias a river, and like waves of the fca, 
upon his feed and offspring. O, bleffed be the Lord 
our righteoufnefs, and holy Redeemer, for ever ; for 
hidced, dear Ann, he that once appeared outwardlv, 
doth now appear inwardly ; and he doth thofe works 
inwardly (at and by hi§ inWard appearance"), which he 
gave fignification of\ in his outward appearance ; and, 
O, that as thy foul needeth, fo it might partake thereof. 
I can truly fay, in the fight of the Lord God who hath 
created ftie anew in Chrift Jcfus (bleffed be his name, 
O, bleffed be his name), that I knew a true birth from 
the holy feed of life in the days of my former profeffion ; 
and that it was this birth which Chrift vifired in me, 
after many fore travails and grievous defolapons, by his 
frcih and living appearance ; in which my foul has felt 
redemption and waftiing, through the blood of the evcr- 
lafting covenant ; and that in and through this appear- 
ance, power is given to become fons ; and we are made 
kings and pricfts to God, in and through his Son ; and 
the holy facrifices are offered up iji the life which is 
eternal ; and the holy dominion over fm and death is 
partook of, and he that led captive is led captive, and 
his ftreugth broken ; O, bleffed be the Lord, for in- 
deed oiir hearts are filjed with bIciBngs and praifes to 
the God of our life, in and through the name of his 
J)QP, who lives itt us ; and becaufc he lives, we live alfo, 

. The 
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The Lord knows that I fpeak not thefe things boaftingly, 
but in fear and reverence towards him, and in humility 
of heart, and meltings of fpirit before him : and indeed 
,we are required of God to fpeak of. his power, and of 
the wonderful works which he hath wrought, and daily 
worketh, thereby inwardly. O, my friend, tliat thou 
kncweft thy Lord and Saviour as he now appears. Why, 
through miftakes and prejudices, fliouldeft thou think 
hardly of him ? He is Lord of the fabbath ; he is Lord 
and commander over all outward ordinances whatfocver ; 
he is not a tranfgrcffor in making or caufing any fhadow 
to fly away ; but a fulfiUer of his Father's word and 
counfel, in (baking what is fhakeablc, that that, whidi 
cannot be iliaken, might remain in his Father's kingdom 
for ever. And indeed an entrance into the everlalling 
kingdom is adminiftered, and the holy difciplcs (which 
are waftied with the pure water) enter thereinto ; and 
the bread of the kingdom is eat of, and the wine drunk 
of; and that which is living, and pure of God, feeds 
on the pure fmcere food of the word of life, which lives 
and abides for ever •, which is above all words that ever 
were fpokcn, or can be fpoken concerning him. The 
words concerning the manna (even fuch as come from 
him who is the manna), are one thing ; the manna itfelf, 
another. O, that tliou knewcft my voice ; {hall I fay, 
if thou kneweft the Shepherd ind Bilhpp of the foul, 
thou wouldeft know my voice, becaufe it is not mine, 
but the voice of the Shepherd in mc. and through me, 
I do not fay that every vvord I fpeak is the voice of the 
Shepherd ; but indeed the words which fpring from his 
life in mCj and which his life and power gives forth, 
are no lefs. O, that thou kneweft the appearance of 
him which lives for ever ; and what it is to eat his^ 
flefti, and drink his blood, that thou mighteft become 
flefli of his flefti, and bone of his bone, and feel fuU and 
true unity with him, and abundance of life from him# 

I have had great travail and living breathings for thee; 
one while, that thou mighteft know the Truth, the living 
Truth,. in power a^ it is in Jefus •, another whiic that that, 

c 4 ' which 
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•which I formerly knew to be in thee, which hath long 
languiflied for want of the true miniftration of life and 
power, I fay that that, might fecretly be kept alive, 
in the midft of the many temptations and darkneiFes 
which thou meeteft with. Well, this I have had a deep 
fenfe of, long,concerning thee, namely; that thouwantcft 
the help of the Lord, and the comforts of his Spirit, 
more than thou art willing Ihould be took notice of. 
O, that thou mighteft meet therewith ; and, for that end, 
that thou mighteft be led by the Lord into the way 
(even into that inward way of light and life) wherein 
thou fliouldeft certainly meet therewith. This is in 
firiendfhip^ and in that love of the Lord Jefus Chrift to 
thy foul ; though thou Cthrough miftake and error of 
judgment) greatly falleft fhort in love to him, his Truth, 
and people. 

From tliy foul's true friejid, and moft hearty 
vr^Ilrwiiher, 

LP- 

P. S. The way of God, and covenant of life, is but 
one and the fame throughout all ages and generations ; 
but it hath been varioufly made manifeft. And the fame 
thing (even the fame word of life which was from the 
beginning) which was held forth iii the Apoftles' days, 
is alfo to be held forth after the apoftacy, in a feeming 
different found of words, to what was then preached, 
according as was foretold, ReV. xtv. 6, 7. For though 
it be the fame gofpel (being the everlafting gofpel which 
is then to be preached), which was preached before 
(in Abraham's, the holy Prophet^s, Chrift's, and his 
Apoftles* days) ; yet the found of it is fo ordained by 
God to be given forth, and feemeth fo different as to 
the words of expreffmg ir, that none but fuch as are 
taught of God, can know it, for it is to go forth after 
this manner, or to this effefl, Fear God, and give glory 
to him ; worfliip the Creator ; be fenfible of the hour 
pf his judgment, which is come. Now in this manner 
• ■ the 
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the gofpd of our Lord Jefus Chrift is preached in this 
our day, and they that are taught, of God know the 
found thereof. Others* cannot know it, but fet up the 
letter, inftead of the fpirit ; words, jnftead of the thing 
itfclf; and fo err and miftake both concerning the 
Scripture written formerly, and alfo concerning thb 
prefent appearance of life and power itfclf. 

O, confider, I befeech thee, in the fear of the moft 
High God, if tlie gofpel be thus to be preached after 
the apoftacy, by the ordination of God ; and if it be thus 
preached in this our day ; then they that receive thii? 
meffage in the authority and power of it, receive the 
€verlafl:ing gofpel ; and they that through prejudice and 
miftake rejcft it, rcjeft the everlafting gofpel and tidings 
of falvatiou, and the fpiritual appearance of the Saviour ; 
and whatever men may profiefs concerning Chrift, and his 
former appearance in the flefli; yet thus turning againft 
the life and power of the Lord, and the holy meffage 
of falvation, as now preached by God's- holy Spirit, the 
life and power turns againft them, and they are (hut up 
in darknefs (in that which in God's fight is darknefs), 
and meet not with the light of the living. Ah, what 
a difference there is between men's apprehendings and 
fconceivings, upon the holy words of the Scripture, and 
God's leading the foul into Truth, and evidencing the 
inyfteries of life and falvation, in the light and demon- 
ftration of his own Spirit. He knows Chrift indeed, 
who knows him a myfkry of life in him, and feels life 
.fpringing up from the holy feed in him, in a myfterious 
way, hid from the eye of his own wifdom. Thefe 
things iprang livingly in me this morning towards thee, 
and they are laid before thee in the melting tenderncfs 
of true and unfeigned love, 

L R 

jtb of 5th Month, 1672, 
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Deat Friend, 

I THINK it long fincc I heard from thcc. 
I remember the fweet and precious favour that was 
upon thy fpirit, the laft time I was with thee, with my 
dear friend, J. C, It hath been my hope and defirc 
that the Lord might preferve thee therein. The Truth 
in the inward parxs is of God, that is the thing which 
all are to mind ; and in which, acceptance with God is 
witnefled. Out of the Trutli in the inward parts there 
is no acceptance with God, Idt men profefs what they 
will or can. In the Truth there is always acceptance ; 
for God never difowned it, nor any that are in it. 
Here the flefli and blood, which give life, is fed on ; 
and out of this it is not, nor can be fed on. Here the 
bread which comes down from heaven, and the vrater 
of life is known \ but out of this it is not, nor can 
be known. 

O, my friend, that thou mighteft feel, more and more, 
the Truth in the inward parts, and be more and more 
cftabliflicd therein. What is the feeding outward, or 
fupper outward ? It is but a Ihadow. The feeding in- 
ward, or the fupper inward, is the fubftancc; and 
as the day dawns, and the day-ftar arifes ia thy heart, 
the fliadows will fly away, and the fubftance be dif- 
covercd, owned, and delighted in, by thee. The {hadows 
reach but to the outward' part, but the miniftration of 
life, the miniflratioa of the fubftance, reaches to the 
feed ; for the feed muft grow in the good ground (doth 
not the feed grow outwardly, I mean the outward feed 
of wheat, pr any other grain, which is but a fig-ure of 
the inward), and thou muft be more and more tranf- 
planted into the feed, that Chrift may be formed in 
thee, and thou formed in him, and fo grow up into his 
heavenly nature and image, out of the earthly, out of 
the natural. O, the Lord God prufper his own feed, 
and holy plantation, in thy hean ; and keep thee in the 
meek, lowly, humble, poor, and tender fpirit, unto 
which his mercy and blefling is. 

I cxpefted 
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I expcftcd to have heard from thee, or at Icaft from 
thy daughter S. before this time, fuppofing I had a 
promife thereof from her. The Lord uphold, preferve, 
and blefs her. Let her not look out, but only bok with- 
in, what the will of the Lord is, and mind nothing clfe, 
and it will be well with her. My dear love is both t6 
chee and her, who am 

Thy fincere friend, 

LP, 

4th of the 9th Month, 16 f$. 



Dear Friend, 

WouLDEST thou know the Lord in the 
gofpcl covenant, and wouldeft thou walk with him there- 
in ? I know thou wouldeft. Wouldeft thou have fin 
dcftroycd in thee, and Chrift reign in thy heart ? Would- 
eft thou fa fight againft thy enemies as to overcome, 
and fo run the race, as certainly to obtain the ever- 
lafting prize, and eternal weight of glory ? O, then, 
mind Truth in the inward parts, even the grace of 
Truth, which is by Jcfus Chrift ; to whom God hath 
given power, and i^ho gives power to his by the grace 
of his holy Spirit, over fin and corruption In the inward 
J)arts. Did not God conquer. 'the enemies of the outward 
Jews in Egypt, in the wildcrnefs, and in the good land 
alfo ? And fliali he not do fo inwardly for the inward 
Jews ? There are enemies in Egypt ; in the land that 
is, as I may fay,, wholly dark, and under the oppref- 
fion of fpiritual Pharaoh. There are -enemies in the 
heart, which is as a wildcrnefs and folitary place; 
and there ^re enemies in the heart, which is, in Come 
meafure, renewed, and made good and honcft. Now 
all the fpirituat enemies Call the enemies of a man's 
own houfc) are to be deftroyed by the power of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, working by his grace in the heart; 
which being received, ftibjefted to, dwelt in and obeyed, 

bripgsi 
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brings deliverance and falvation from them alL And 
when the falvation is brought home to the heart, and 
wrought out there by the Lord/ it is to be enjoyed and 
abode in, and the foul not to return back again into 
captivity, but, being delivered out . of the hands of its 
inward and fpiritual enemies, by the holy, inward, and 
fpiritual covenant, to ferve God in the dominion of his 
iSon*s life, . in holinefs and righteoufnefs, all its days, 
here upon the earth. 

O, my Friend, mind this precious Truth inwardly, 
xhh precious grace inwardly, the precious life inwardly, 
the precious light inwardly, the precious power in- 
wardly, the inward word of life, the inward voice of 
the Shepherd in the heart, the inward feed, the inward 
fak, the inward leaven, the inward pearl, &c. whereby 
Chrift effcfts this. Diftinguifla between words without, 
concerning the thing, and the thing itfelf within ; and 
wait and labour then to know, underftand, and be 
guided by? the motives, leadings, drawings, teachings, 
quickenings, &c. of the thing itfelf within. And tak« 
heed of being offended becaufe of any tiling, either 
within or without ; for offences will come, but bleffed 
was he that was not offended at Chrift outwardly in the 
days of his flefli ; and bleffed is he that is not offended at 
his inward Truth, and inward way of appearance in the 
day of his Spirit. Mofes, that precious fervant qf the 
Lord, fpake unadvifedly with his lips ; how eafy.is it 
then for thofe, who come not near Mofes's ftatc, fo to 
do ; but wait on Qod, that thou mayeft diftinguifh .be- 
tween what Truth fpeaks in any qf us ; and what any of 
us' may unadvifedly fpeak out of the Truth, if we iland 
not upon the watch, and our words be not feafoned with 
God's light and his grace. For praying to God, as God's 
Spirit leads and gives ability, and watching unto prayer^ 
and feeking opportunities both alpne and in our families, 
that God may open our hearts, and breathe upon us, 
and for frequent and diligent reading of the holy Scrips 
tures ; none from the Truth can teftify againft thefe 
things, though againft men's dead and formal performing 
• ' of 
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of thefe things, there is a living teftimony. Now take 
heed of miftaking the teftimony in any; or of beirvg 
ftumbled if any go beyond their due bounds in their 
teftimony^ 

O, my Friend, how precious is the thing, beyond all 
words or teftimonies ! O, that thou maycfl: come to 
know that in thyfelf, and to be fenfible of God's 
miniftering by it to thee, and incrcafing it in, thee j 
that thou mayefl experimentally feel the feed in thee, 
and find it grow more and more, till it come to be a 
tree ; and then fit under its ihadow, and be delighted 
with its defence, and partake of its fap and fruir* O, 
that every day thou mightefl: have a fenfc of the life 
itfelf, the Truth itfelf, the power itfelf, the wifdom 
itfelf, the righteoufnefs itfelf ; and that thou mighteft 
find the Lord Jefus Chrift, both unclothing and cloth- 
ing thee, inwardly, fenfibly, and experimentally ; that 
thou xnightcftfind him taking away thy fin, thy iniquities, 
thy unrighteoufnefs, both within and without alfo ; and 
fiUing^thee, and clothing thee with his righteoufnefs ; that 
fo in God's fight, and by his putting on thee, and 
forming in thee, thou mighteft find thy heart filled and 
covered with the nature, image, and Spirit, of his dear 
Son ; that thou mighteft indeed put off* the old man with 
his nature and deeds, and put on the new man, and 
know the renewing and new creating in Chrift Jefus, 
in the fpirit of thy mind ; and fo have a certain under- 
ftanding of the Tru^h, as it is In Jefus, and as he mani- 
fcftcth it, gives power to it, and caufeth it to work m 
thy heart. This is the defire of my foul for thee ; the 
Lord guide thee to it, and remove all lets and hin- 
drances out of thy way. 

My dear and true love is to thy huft)and. The Lord 
maniteft his pure living Truth in both your hearts, and 
gadief both your minds thereunto, and make you one 
therein. 

■ Thy Friend in the Truth, who' heartily wifheth 

well to thy foul therein, 1, P. 

Grove Place, i7thof 9th Month, 1673. 

My 
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My love to Friends at Chalfont, as if 1 
named particulars. I love tWm faithfully, and watcb 
for their fouls, and am in unity with the living body, 
and in the tender fenfe and Icive of Truth. Befeecb 
them to take heed how they judge Friends in general, 
or the meeting, or the meetings of Friends, who fingljr 
wait on the Lord, to be guided by him in what they 
do. Alas ! they may eafily apprehend that, in a parti- 
cular cafe. Friends fliould do thus, and thus ; but per- 
haps they may not fee or feel how folemnly Friends in 
that panicular, wait on the Lord to be guided by him j 
and will they who fee not how things went in fuch or 
fuch a particular cafe, venture to judge the refult of 
Friends ? This cannot but tend greatly to their hurt,' 
if they be found in fuch a praftife ; and they may lofc 
their condition, and the fenfe of Truth in themlelves, 
and of their own ftates, and grow up and be ftrong in 
a contrary wifdom, before they are aware. 0, how 
have I travailed for them, and how faithfully have I 
fpoken in the name of the Lord. O, that the labour 
of my love towards them, may not be in vain to any of 
them. If prejudice get up in any of them, againft the 
meetings, which they ought to think well of, and whofc 
judgment they ought to be fubjeft to in the Lord ; diac 
prejudice will become as a canker, and will eat out the 
good in their own hearts, and they will not be juftifiM' 
in God's fight; when they, whom they condemn, will. be 
jullified even in that very particular. If they had been- 
prefent at meetings, as I have been, and had feen tlic 
deep retirement and watch, that hath been on our Ipitits, 
and the weighty prefence and power of the Lord, \^hicU 
hath been manifefted in the midft of us, they would' b^:. 
afraid, to give themlelves liberty haftily to fpeak againft 
any thing that is done there. We cannot aniwei? the . 
wills of any, in any thing; but our God miift go before 
us in every thing, or we muft ftop till he make our ^?ray.* 
dear. 

Written in the 4th Month/ r677.' 

My 



ISAAC PBNINOTON. 47 

? My deaf Frtcnd, 

I HAVE not forgot tliec, but have ofcea 
inquired after thee, and many times breathed for thee. 
O, my friend, look not out at what ftands in the way 
(what if it look dreadfully as a lion, is not the Lord 
ftronger than the mountains of prey) ; but look in, 
where the law of life is written, and the will of the 
Lord revealed, that thou mayeft know what is the Lord*s 
will concerning thee, and then fhew thyfelf a faithful 
daughter of Abraham, and be like Sarah, not terrified 
with any amazement. So foon as I had read thy letter, 
this rofe in my heart to thee, as God's counfel, proper 
to thy (late. Have no fellowfhip with the unfruitful 
works of darknefs, but rather reprove them. Be not 
ftraightencd in thy fpirit, as fearing what thou ftiall 
fuflFer for Chrift's fake ; or as if God would not ftand by 
thee, or carry thee through. Be thy fufferings as great 
as poffiblc, yet he is faithful, who hath promifed thee 
an hundred fold in this life. 

O, what can hun thee, if thy God ftand by thee ? 
Be faithful to his teftimony in thy place, and he will 
fland by thee. Take heed of joining with dead wor- 
(hips, which the feed of God in thee difowns, and 
cannot relifli j but meekly and in fear, teftify againft,. 
and abftain from, what thou feclefl not to be of the 
Lord. This was what was in my heart to thee at 
prefcnt, in true and tender love, and in melting defires 
for thee, that the Lord may guide and preferve thee, 
and give of the Lamb's courage and ftrength, who by 
mecknefs and fufferings is now to conqjier. What if 
the wicked na^ture, which is a fea carting out mire and 
dirt, rage againft thee ? There is a river (a fweet, ftill, 
flowing river), the ftrcams whereof will make glad thy 
heart ; and learn but in quietnefs and ftillnefs to retire 
to the Lord, and wait upon him in whom thou fhalt 
feel peace and joy in the midft of thy trouble, from the . 
cruel and vexatious fpirit of this world ; fo wait to 
know thy work and fervicc to the Lord every day, in 
; ^hy 
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thy place and ftation ; and the Lord make thee faithful 
therein, and thou wilt want neither help, fupport, ndr 
comfort. 

Thv friend, in the trueft, fmcereft, and moft con- 
flant love, 

LP. 

London, the ift of 9th Month," 167 J. 



Dear Friend, . 

Concerning whom 1 feel i p-avaiU. 
this IS the fenfe of. my heart in relation to thee. There 
is a pure feed of life which God hath fown in thee ; O, 
that it might come through, and come over, all that is 
above it, and contrary to it. And, for that end, wait 
daily to feel it, and to feel thy mind fubdued by it, and 
joined to it. Take heed of looking out in the reafon- 
ings of thy mind, but dwell in the feeling fenfe of life ; 
and then that will arife in thee more and more, which 
maketh truly wife, and gives power, and brings into the 
holy authority and dominion of life. Many that have- 
been long travelling, are now entering into their poflcf- 
fions and Inheritance, wliich the Lord is daily enlarging 
in them, and to them. O, that thy lot may be amoD^. 
them, inwardly witneffed and pofleffed by thee ; prize 
inward exercifts, griefs, and troubles, and let faith and 
patience have its perfeft work under them. O, defirc j 
to be good, upright, and perfefl:. In God*§ fight ; an4 . 
wait to feel the* life, fpirit, and power, which makes fo. : 
Come out of the knowledge and comprehenfion about;: 
things, iiito the feeling life ; and let that be thy know- . 
ledge and wifdom which thou receiveft and retained in 
the feeling life.; and that will lead thee into the footfteps 
of the flock, without reafoning, confulting, or difputing. 

.- . . O, wait 
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O, wait to be taught and enabled by God to fetch 
iright fteps in thy travels ; and to take up the crofs and* 
defpife the {hai6e> in every thing, wherein that wifdona, 
will, and mind, which is to be crucified, would be judge^ . 
and will judge amifs, and lead afide, if it be hearkened 
to by thee ! The Lord (hew thee the fnarcs to which 
thou art liable, and dangers, and lead thee out of thei& '^ 
that that which any way leadeth afide, may be difcovered. 
to thee ; and thy mind fmgly joined to that which dif- 
covercth, that fo it may be removed out o£ the way, 
and all crooked things be made ftraight in thee, and 
the rough plain, and the high low, and the low highj. 
and the weak and fdolifh ftrong and wife, and the wife 
and ftrong weak and foolifh. O, wait to feel and under- 
ftand my word, that thy cohverfation may be ordered 
aright, by the power and wifdora of God ; and thatthoa. 
mayeft inwardly come to witnefs the glorious coming of 
liim who is the falvation of God, and In whom thou math 
not fail to fee the falvation of God. 

Thou muft be very low, weak, and foohih, that the. 
feed iftay ai'ife in thee to exalt thee^ and become thy 
flrength and Wlfdom ; and muft die again and again^ 
more and more, inwardly and deeply, that thy life may 
fpring up from. the holy root and ftock ; and thou may- 
eft be more and more gathered into it, fpring up in it, 
and live alone in the life, virtue^ and power thereof* 
The travail is long, the exercifes many, the fnares^^ 
temptatiofls, and dafigers many, and yet the mercy, 
relief, and help^ is great alfo* 

O, that thou mayeft feel thy calling and eleftion, thy 
finking. down, fpringing up, axid eftablifliment, in the 
pure feed, in the life and righteoufncfs thereof, over^ 
all J that thou mayeft fing fbngs of degrees to the Re- 
deemer of Ifrael, and mayeft partake daily more and 
more, and rejoice more and more, ip him who is our 
joy and the crown thereof. 

Thy Friend in the moft fincere love, 

LP. 

I ith «f 5ti Month, 1667. 
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Dear Friend, 



Two things ftick upon roy heart (through 
ray defire that it may go well with thee, and that thou 
mayeft be right in God's fight), fincc our laft Ihort dif- 
cOurfe at the window at King's. 

One whereof is that faying of thinc> about thy love 
to Truth and Friends, as if it were as great as ever it 
was. Now I entreat thee to weigh this thing, and to 
wait on God to know whether it be resilly fo «r ik), 
which, thou tnaycft underft^-nd by this. If thou be aaj 
really defirous, and as fingly waiteft to know and obey 
the commands of Truth, as ever thou wert, then thy 
love to it is as great as formerly in its firft heat and 
zeal, otherwifc tiot. *' He that hath my commandmem» 
and keepeth them (faith Ghrift), he it is that Joveth me.** 
John xiv» 21. And hereby we know that our know* 
kdge of him is true and living, becaufe it leads, quick* 
ens., and enables us to the keeping of his commandments* 
I Jdhn ii.' 3* 

, The other is, that thou faid'ft, thy heart is not hard- 
ened. O, confider this ferioufly ; for, if thy heart be 
hardened, and thou not fenfible of it, thy eftate is ex- 
ccediftg dangerous. Now, if the Lord, by power, hath 
preferved thee out of that which hardens the heart, 
then, without doubt, thy heart is not hardened > but if 
the enemy hath tempted thee, to let in rcafonings into 
thy mind, againft any thing that is indeed of God, and 
thou haft run into any praftices contrary to Truth, and 
juftifieft them in thy heart (from any rcafonings and 
thoughts the enemy hath fuggefted into and ftrength- 
etied in thy mind), then, without doubt, thy heart is fo 
far hardened* It is impoffibte for thee (or any ohe 
elfe) to let in that which hardens, and not be hardened.. 
O, mind that precious advice of the Apdlle's, Heb» 
ill. 13. Mark, fin deceives^ hift deceives, defire after 
any thing that pleafeth the fle(h, and is defirable to the 
worldly nature, deceives. And who ever is deceived 
by, it, and lets it in (mind he doth not let it in as an 

evil 
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evil thing, but is dcceivcci by it), his heart ishar^enQd 
againft that which would fhew him the evil of it, and 
draw his mind from it, if he did in Truth hearken to 
it, and were not killed aflecp in the deceit. And there 
muft be a daily watching againft that which deceives 
and hardens, as the Apoftlc there advifeth them to 
exhort one another unto, left the enemy at any time 
catch any of them in the fnare of fin, and fo harcj^ 
them. 

NdW he that would not provoke the Lord to give 
bim up to full hardnefs, muft take heed of the degrees 
thereof, and happy is he who fo doth. O, G. W. coq- 
fider as before the Lord, whether thy walking be ap- 
fwerable to Truth, fo far as thou knovfeft Truth ; and 
whether thou art willingly ignorant of any thing which 
the good Ood is willing and ready to give tjicc the 
knowledge of, that fo thou may eft take the more liberty 
to the flcih in that whkh the life of Truth felt would 
foon condemn and draw from. This is in moft fincr^c 
love to thee, from him who hath always been 
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Thy Friend, 

I. P. 



' Prcfofitions relating to the truth and fuhjlancc of 
Religion. 

ift. That there is a GoJ (a holy, righteous, 
living, powerful Gpd^, who made heaven and earth, 
aiKi all things therein ; and at laft made man in his own 
image, and fet him over the works of his hands, to 
have dominion, and to rule in his wifdom and power 
over them ; and to guide, order, and make ufe of them, 
to the glory of him that made them. 

D 2 Now 
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Now in this ftare God was pleafcd, and took delight 
in the works of his hands, and in mail above all. 

2dly. I'hat man fmning againft his Maker, loft this 
image, which was his gloiT, and became brutrfli in under- 
ilanding, and an enemy to God in his mind, and liabk 
to the wrath of God*s holy and righteous nature. 

3dly. That there is no reconciliation to be bad be- 
tween God and man any more, but by the change of 
this nature in man; for God is imchangeable, . he is 
light, he is life, he is hohnefs unchangeable 5 and will 
never be reconciled to, or have fellowfliip with, dark- 
nefs (with that which is dead and unholy), which man 
in his fallen eftate is, until he be begotten again to God, 
changed and renewed from his evil and finful nature, 
into a good and holy nature, and till he be turned from 
evil works, tmd know what it is to be the workmaiifibip 
of God, created anew unto good works. - 

^4thly. Notliing can produce this change in man, but 
the fpirit and pow^r of Chrift, but the grace and truth 
which is by Jefus Chrift. ITierefore a man had need 
be fure that he receive this fpirit and power, and that 
he feel the operative changing virtue of it, and be 
really changed thereby, being created anew, begotten 
anfcw to God, in the holinefs and righteoufnefs of 
Truth, a fon and fervant to the living God ; or he can 
never know what belongs to true reconciliation with 
God, and to fellowftiip with him in the light and life of 
his Son. 

5thly. All the religions and profeffions upon the face 
of the earth, which fall fliort of this fpirit^ life, and 
power, and wherein this hew cfeation in Chrift JefuS 
is not witneffed, nor power received to abftain from 
what is evil, and to become fons to God, are not ihe 
pure, powerful, gofpel religion, wherein the divine 
virtue and power of life operates ; but that which men ' 
in the earthly wifdom have formed without life. And 
all religions that have but a form of godlinefs, and not 
the power, are to be turned away from, and witneffed 
againft, by fuch as are called forth to be witncffcs to 

the 
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the true gofpcl religion and way of worfhtp, which ftands 
in fpirit, life, and power. 

6thly. This religion and worfliip, which ftands in 
fpirit, life, and power, is the religion and worfliip which 
Chrift fct up about fixteen hundred years ago, John iv. 
^3, 24, I Cor. iv. 20. Rom. vL 4. And this is the 
religion which God hath revived and fct up again now, 
as they that receive the gofpel, as his angels, now preach 
it (and believe in the power which is both outwardly 
tcftUicd of, and ajfo inwardly revealed), have the witnefs 
of in tfaieir own hearts. Rev. xiv. 6, 7. i John v. 10, 
II,. 12. If;^ liii, I. O, h6w fweet are thefe fcriptures, 
where they arc .rightly read and rightly underftood, the 
Lord, giving the right underftanding, and leading into 
the true CKperiencc of them. 

Friend, thou cxpreffed to one of my youngeft fons, 
as be related to me,' that thou hadfl: a dcfire I fliould 
vmt thee, that thou mighteft have feme dtfcourfe with 
me about religioi). Th;it is the n)ofl: profitable kind of 
idifcourfe that c^n be, Jf it be ordered in the fear of the 
Lord, and in a weighty fcnfe and dread of him. I am 
very fcrious in reference to religion, ^nd -wpuld not 
therein miftake or mifcarry by any means ; and if I 
might be helpful tp thee, or to any man (as to the 
truth and power of rcligionj, it would be matter of 
gladnefs to my heart, and of praifing and blefling the 
Lord, in the fcnfe of his ftrctching forth of hi§ hand 
towards the faying of any. Now that our meeting and 
difcourfe may be the more folemn and advantageous, 
I have fent thee a few plain propofitions to confider of; 
whicli I do not only find figniried of in the fcriptures, 
but the Lord hath alfo wTitten them on my heart j 
and if they b^ plain to thee, and thou be alfo ijn the 
feripus feufe pf them, it may tend towards the making 
9/ our difcourfe the more eafy and profitable. 

Thefe are the main things, which he that- is rightly 

grounded in, I mean in the true and>iijnfibk experience 

pf in his heart, cannot mifs of God*s guidance to make a 

lafe and happy progrefs therein j he daily waiting lipou 

D 3 - " the 
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thft L6td> ■ to be tiUght antl fed by him ftirttittr Tinxi ftit^ 
ther, into the life, fpirit, and power of Truth; (o th&l 
he Ihlll ht taught of God to know his Son Jefoa, and 
the freedom which is by the Truth, as it is in Jdui, 
daily rtiore and mart ; which is my foul's fincete and 
fiugic defire, that thou, thy wife, and family, may be 
expericriccrs and happy partakers of. 

O, what a glorious ftatc was man onc^ in^ before his 
trahigreffrng the holy law of God! But when he 
finned, how did he fall ihort of the glory of God \ YtX 
*as he heats his voice, and fbilows him that leads ovrt 
of fin, into the image of Gdd, into the holitidfe and 
rightcoufnefs of Truth, how is be brought back by the 
Lord, and how doth he return (^in the blefled leadings 
of God's bleffed Spirit), into the glory of God again,' 
R«ad ii Cor. iii. 18. And, O, that thou flaay eft Kv- 
itigly and fetafibly know what it means ! I rewiain 

Ap acknowledger of thy kindnefs, and a defu-er 
for thee, that thou mayeft obtain frofia God the 
knowledge of himfelf and his Son, which is 
experienced by tliem that receive it, toT:>e indeed 
life eterhal. 

Thh was \Vrttten in true love and gbod- 
win> and in the fear of the Lotd, and 
in the fpringings and openings of hi^ 
life in my heart» oa the 4 9th cf the $th 
Month, 1678, 



Deal* Friend, 

I EVER had a k)vc to thee, and a deep 
fctifi of die ferious work of God upon Ay heart, and 
the upright defire^ of thy foul after him, ' And that the 
Lord fliould yet preferve thee alive, in the midft of fo 
great »m1 languifhing weakncfs, is womkrfal in iny qre, 
. and 
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and I hope tiath a tendency of ibme bonour to hi^ name, 
and good to diee. I have often inqiured of iate con- 
cerning thee, and was glad to underftand what I in- 
quired after, by a letter from thy own hand ; upon 
reading whereof, in the retired fenfe iuif my heart, I 
felt loire ariie to thee, and breathings to the Lord for 
thee ; and, O, that thou mayefl fully feei, and be joined 
to, the feed of life, the ieed of the kingdom, which our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, in the iSaya of hi^ fleOi, did npc 
difdain to be a preacher of. 

O, my dear friend, let not any part of thy life lie in 
notions above the feed, but let it all lie in the feed itfelf, 
in thy waiting upon the Lord, for its ^ifings in thee, 
and in thy , feeling its arifings. O, what becomes of fle(h, 
, and felf, and felf-righteoufnefs, when this lives in the 
heart. My religion (which I now daily blefs my God 
for) began in this feed ; which, when I firft felt, and 
difcerningly knew from the Lord, my cry to him was, 
O, this is it I have longed after, and waited for ; O, 
unite my foul to thee in this for ever ; this is thy Son's 
gift from thee, thy Son's grace, thy Son's truth, thy 
Son's life, thy Son's fpirit. I dcfire no more than to 
be made nothing in myfelf, that this may be all in me : 
and what I meet with and witnefs here, what i feel the 
Lord Jefus Chrift to be made to me here, none knows, 
or poffibly can know, but they that have ftjlt the pure 
power of the fpirit of life, and have been led by it into 
the fame holy and blcffcd experience. 

Ah, fin hath no (hare here in this blefled feed ; but 
is e:ii^cluded by the life and power which is ftronger than 
it. Here Chrift is formed in the Ibul of a truth; here 
the bkick garments of unrighteoufnefs, yea of man's 
righteoufucfs too, are put off; and the white raiment 
put on ; here the holy image is brought forth in the 
heart, even the image of the dear Son, which partakes 
of the divine nature of the Father ; here the foul is new 
created in Chrift Jefus ; here is no deceit in any kind 
met with ; but only Truth from God, even the true 
life, iighi, virtue, powcr^ of tk^ Lord Jcfuj Chrift, as 

D 4 ' livingly 
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livingly , felt m, the heaxt, and cflFcaually operating there 
1^ ever the power of fin did. O, that thou mightcft 
daily difcem this, and feel this to grow, up in thee more 
^nd more, and die to all notions, even of the heavenly 
things themfelves out pf this ; that thy foul may fully 
live iu the life, fpirit, and power of the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
5ind nothing but his life, fpirit, and power, may live in 
• thee, to the glory of God the Father, and to the great 
' joy an4 gladdening of thy heart in hisi prefence. Ameiu 

*TBy friend in the true fincere }oye of the hei^venly 
everlafting feed, 

I Jth of 1 2th Month, 1678, 



4im 



Dear Friend, 

In tender love, and in a fenfe of thy 
fore affliftions and exercifes, I do mod dearly falute thee ; 
'- defiring for thee, that the work of the Lord in thy heart 
may not be interrupted by any devices of the enemy ; 
but that it may go on and profpcr in thee, in the fpring- 
ing up of the pure feed of life in thy heart,- and in the 
powerful overturning (by the mighty arm t)f the Lord), 
of all that is contrary thereto in thee. O, that thou 
mayeft daily feel that holy birth of life, which is be- 
gotten by the Father, and lives by faith in him ; I fay, 
O, thai thou mayeft daily feel it living in thee, when 
temptations and trials on every hand increafe, feel the 
birth of life, which will cry to the Father, Lord in* 
creafe my faith. 

Though forrows, heavinefs, and faintings of heart 
never fo« much increafe, yet if thy faith increafe alfo, 
it will bear thee up in the midrt: of them. I would fain 
have it go well with thee, and that thou mighteft not 
want the reprpver^ in any thing that is to l^e reproved 

in 
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in thee ; nor the comforter, in any refpeflt wherein thy 
foul wants comfort ; nor the holy couniellor andadvifer, 
in any ftrait or difficulty which the wife and tender 
. God orders to befal thee. 

Ah, that thoumighteft come to feel the daily wafting 
of fm and death, and the daily fpringing of life and 
holinefs in thy heart. The pearl is worth thoufands 
of worlds, with the greateft earthly glory and plcafurc 
imaginable. O that thou mayeft be taught of God to 
difcem it more and more, and to buy it, and to come 
into the enjoyment and poffeffion of it. The Lord 
manifeft Sion more and more to thee, and fhew thee 
the glory of it, and fet thy feet towards it, and put 
into thy heart to feek of him the way to it, renewing 
chee more and more in the fpirit of thy mind, whereby 
the way comes clearly ta be- difcerncd, .«^nd faithfully 
walked in; that thou mayeft witnefs daily the ever- 
lafting covenant of life and peace, even the fure mercies 
of David. 

The defire of my foul is, that thy afiUftions (which 
how grievous foever, yet are but momentary), may fit 
thee for, and work out, an eternal weight of glory, 
for thy foul to inherit, in another world, for ever. 

I remain, a fympathizcr with thee in thy fufierings } 

who diefires all the advantage and bleffings 

. from the God of my life, may come to thee; 

which hardfliips, temptations, and jrials, prepare 

the heart and make way for. 

■' • },?. 

^(i|Qf the.izAMonth, i§78, 



Dear 
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DearS.W, 

I HAVB cv<rr had a love to dice, and 
have many times been filled with carncft dcfires for 
ihec, that thou mayeft know the Laid in his own pure 
teachings, travel into, and dwell in, the fiilncfs of the 
kingdom of his dear Son, and be blciTed with fpimual 
fateffings in heavenly things in ChriiL That thou 
nayeft arrive here, thou muft wait t» know God and 
Chrift, in the myftcry of their fpirit, life, and power ; 
and by that fpirit, life, and power, find the fecrecs oiF 
die rayftery of darknefe fearcfaed and pui^cd out, and 
the myftery of godlinefs opened and eftaWiflicd ra thy 
heart, in the room thereof; Chrift formed inwanily.j 
the foul formed, yea and created inwardly anew in 
liim; a real tranfpLanting into his death, and a ireal 
feeling of his iprmging and rifmg life ; and an ck- 
perieacc of the fwectnefs, fafcty, and virtue of his 
rifing life ; and daily to be fenfible what it n to lie 
down in the holy quickening power, and to rife again 
in the rifings of the life and power, and fo be only, 
what thou art made and prcferved to be, in the light, 
grace, lifie, virtue, and power of the Lord Jefias Chrift ; 
and to feel him remove any thing that is unrighteous, 
and clothing thee with his pure life, fpirit, and righ- 
teoufncfs. 

O, this is the pure, precious, liviiig, knowledge, in- 
deed, of the Lprd Jefus Chrift ; which all the outward 
knowledge tends to lead to, and is comprehended and 
ended in. This is the excellency of the knowledge of 
Jefus Chrift out Lord, which Paul was fo raviftied 
with, and counted all things but drofs and dung fon 
Now, that thou mayeft obtain this, mind the inward 
aportarance, the root, the fountain, the rock vrithin, 
the living ftone within, its openings, its fpringings, its 
adiniAiftering life to thee ; and take heed of running 
into* the outwardnefs of openings, concerning the 
heavenly things ; but keep (O, learn to keep, O, mind 
to keep) in the inwardnefs of life within. This is the 

ever- 
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evctkftmg habitation of the bhth which is begotten 
aod brought forth, and bred up, and kept alive, alone 
by the prefence, power, and operation, of the living 
Spirit ) a»d die Lord Jefus is that Spirit, as really as he 
IS man, even. the ^oly, heavenly, immaculate, fpotlefs 
Liamb of God. Asd in thi« ftate, in the heart, life 
tdgtiS) and the horn of the holy one is eicatoed, the 
head <rf the ferpent cru&ed, yea, fatan trod under 
fbot, by Ae God of peace, who would have his chiU 
dttti dwell in the fweetnefs and fulaeis of the gofpel, 
peaee, life, righteouTnefs, and joy of his blefled Spirit 
and power. 

O, who Would not dcfire aftefr, and wait for, and 
walk with the Lord towards the obtaining and poffeff- 
ing of thefe things. All the promifes in Chrift are yea 
Ittd iimtik Inward vi^ry is promifed; the inward 
prefi^cc of Ood is promifed; God's dwelling and 
walking in the foul is promifed ; Chrift fupping with 
die foul, and the foul with him, is promifed ; putting 
the law in the heart, and writing it tiierc ; putting the 
pure living lear into it; yea, alfo putting the holy 
Jidwerful Spirit into -it, which can caufe it to walk in 
God's ways, and to keep his righteous judgments and 
do them ; and who is able to do his work in the heart, 
for what cannot the fpirit of judgment and burning 
confume and burn up within ? Yea all thefe things are 
-pi-omifed. Hfe cj^n caufe the foul to rejoice in the Lord, 
a$d Work rigbteoufiiefs, and to remember the Lord in 
his W&y* (as feme were taught and enabled to do in 
former times, Ifaiah, Ixiv^ 5.) ; yea, he can bring into 
-^thfe way of holinefs (the King of Glory's high-way), 
hito which no iinclean thing can enter, and keep un- 
dcfiled therein ', and they that are kept undefiled 
thei^ein, tafte tfie fwtetnefs, bleffddnefs, purity, and 
holy plfetrfurc thereof.' I would fain' have my own foul 
aM thine, and all the real, fcrious, feithful, people of 
God, experience, and be able to fay A^ith David, 
that which after his many trials, afBiftions, troubles, 
temptations, and grievous fall^ be was able Xq iay in 

re* 
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relation to his 'walkirig with the Lord^ " For I bave 
kept the ways of the Lord, and have not wickedly 
departed from my God. For all his judgments were 
before me, and I did not put away his ftatutes from 
«ic. I was alfo upright with him, and I kept myfcif 
from iniquity,*' P&lm xviii. 21,22, 2^. O, this is 
precious, when a man comes to know his iniquity 
(wherein the enemies ftrength lies as to him, and 
whereby the enemy hath moft advantage to tempt and 
gain ground on him) brought down and fubdued. 
Certainly when ouc gain« ftrength from God to over. 
come the enemy here, and to keep out of this, *he 
comes very near to the keeping of hiirifelf (in and by 
virtue of the holy Spirit and power), fo as tlie wicked 
one cannot touch him, nor draw him to touch any un* 
clean thing. If that be indeed . put oflf, wherein tho 
enemy's power lies ; and that, indeed, put on whereia 
the ftrength of the Lord Jefus is revealed ; and the foal 
be really in the poffeffion of, and abide in this ftatc ; 
how can it but be ftrong iu the Lord, and in the 
power of his might ; and witnefs thq good pleafure o£ 
the goodnefs of the Lord fulfilling, and the work of 
faith going on with power daily more and more; st 
little meafure whereof, kept to, remove the mountains 
inwardly, and gives ftrength over the enemy ? How 
doth it then, a3 it inrreafeth and groweth up in life 
^nd virtue, a|id in a fenfible uniierftanding and ex^ 
perience of the name pf the Lord Jefus ? Is there not 
in this ftate a feeling of rcmiffion of fins, a feeling of 
redemption, a feeling pf reconciliation, a feeling of 
pnenefs with God in Chrift, a feeling of God to be 
the falvation, ftrength, and fong, and a trufting m 
him and not being afraid ? Jfaiah m- 2. Is there not 
ri beipg careful in nothing, but in every thing making 
the requeils to God, by prayer and fupplication, with 
thankfgiving in that Spirit and holy breath of life, 
which the Father cannot deny ; and fo the peace of 
God which paifeth all undcrftauding, keeping the heart 
a&d 43iind thrpugh Cbrift Jefus ? 

O, my 
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O, my friend, there is an ingrafting into Chrift, a 
being formed and new created in Chrift, a living and 
abiduig in him, and a growing and bringing forth ifruit 
through him unto perfeAion. O, that chou mayeft 
experience all thcfc things ; and, that thou mayeft fo 
do, wait to know life, the fpringihgs of life, the fcpa* 
rations of life inwardly, from all that evil that bangs 
about it, and would be fpringing up, and mixing with 
it, under an appearance of good ; that life may eoihe 
to live fully in thee, and nothing might live in thjr 
heart but life itfelf. And fo fink very low, and bo. 
come very little, and know little ; yea, know no 
power to believe, aft, or fuffer any thing for God, 
but as it is given thee, by the fpringing, grace, virtue, 
and life, of the Lord Jefus. For grace is a thing, a 
fpiritual inward thing, an holy feed, and. fown by God, 
and fprings up in the heart. People have got a notion 
of grace, but know not the thing. Do not thou matter 
the notion, but feel the thing ; and feci thy heart more 
and mote plbwcd up by the Lord, that liis fced*s 
grace may grow up in thee more ajnd more, and thou 
mayeft daily feel thy heart as a garden, *more and 
more enclofed, watered, drcffcd, and delighted in, by 
him. 

This is a falutation of love from thy friend in the 
Truth, which lives and changes not. 

LP. 

., a7tli9f i2th Month, i^;?. 



.■■?• 
Dea« 
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Dear Friend, 

I REciivED two ktrcw from thcc lately, 
whereby the fenfe is reviTcd in me of thy grtat love to 
me, and the Lord's great goodnefs to thee, in ad- 
miniftering that which rejoicetb and refrefiietb tbee. 
Now this advice arifeth in my heart. O, keep cool 
and low before the Lord, that the feed, the pur€ 
living feed may fpring more and more in thee, and thy 
beart be united more and more to the Lord therein* 
Coolnefs of fpirit is a precious frame, and the Gflory of 
the Lord moll: ihines therein, in its own luftre^tad 
brightnefs ; and when the foul is low before the Lord 
it is ftiil near the feed, and precioufly (in its life) one* 
with the feed. And when the feed rifeth, thou ftak 
have liberty in the Lord to rife with it ; only take hded 
of that part which will be outrunning it, and gstting 
above it, and fo not ready to defcend again-, and keep 
low in the deeps with it. 

O, my friend, I have a fenfe that this hath been the 
error of that people thou haft formerly walked with ; 
and I obfcrvc in thy fpirit yet a liablenefs thereto ; 
which the Lord give thee to watch againft, that tboo 
mayeft come to a pure obfervation and difceniing ol 
the everlafting unchangeable feed in thy own heart, 
and mayeft daily feel thy mind bowed down and wor- 
ftiip in it, and become wholly leavened into it, and 
perfeftly changed and prefcrved by it. 

Then the mixtures will be gotie, and thou ftialt 
know, enjoy, and be one with that, and have thy 
mind ftayed in that, which will not mix with that 
which is of a contrary nature to the holy and heavenly 
Truth ; nor fuffcr that which is married to it,- to mix 
wyth any thing with which // will not mix. This is the 
virgin ftate indeed, in which the foul is married to 
the Lamb, and become one fpirit with the Lamb for 
ever. That thou mayeft grow in the Lord, abound 
more and more with his life and power, feel monality 
fiarallowed up of life, come into the fuluefs of the king- 
dom. 
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dom, know, enjoy, poffefs, the foil dominion which is 
given there, and thy foul be fatisficd, according to the 
largeneis of its breathings after the Kving God, is my 
de&e and travail for thee* 

P. S. We are here but a while in this world, for 
the Lord to make ufe of us, and fcrvc himfelf by us, and 
fo, by his ordering of us, to fit us for the crown ot 
glory, which he will give us fully to wear in the other' 
Vforld. Now feel the child's nature^ which choofeth 
nothing, but defires die fulfilling of the Father's wilt^ 
in it. I cannot defirc to enjoy any thing, faith the" 
nature of the true birth> but as the Father, of himfelf, 
pleafeth to give me to enjoy. There is a time to want 
as well as to abound, while we are in this world. And 
the times of wanting, as wcH as aboumd^g, are 
greatly advantageous to us. How Ibould faith, tove, 
piatienee, mecfcnefe, and the excellency and fufficiency 
of God's grace (hihe, but by, in, and through, the many 
exercifes. and varieties of conditions wherewith the 
Lord vifitcth his ? Yea, the greatcft, in the life, power^ 
and glory. ef the Lord, have the greateft trials and 
exercifes ; which is to their advantage, as alfo for the 
good and benefit of others, and to the great honour 
and glory of the Lord. O, at all times, and in alt 
condttions, take heed of a will, take heed of a wifdoni 
above the feed's will, and above the feed's wifdom. 

Let the Lord alone be. all in thee, and make thee 
every day ^?rhat he pleafcth ; and in due time thou (halt 
know a life, even the feed's life, the Son's life, whona 
all the angels are to worfhip, and the myftery of whofe 
life, the angels dcfire to look into, as it is revealed 
and brought forth. So be ftill and quiet, and filent 
before the Lordj not putting up any rcqueft to th« 
Father (nor cherifliing any .dcfire in thee), but in the 
feed's lowly nature and purely fpringing life ; and the 
Lord give thee the. clear difcerning, in the lowly feed, 
of all that fprings and arifeth in thy heart. 

And 
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And O that thou mightcft receive this couiifeh ancj 
learn this foUowmg leffon thoroughly. Know nothing, 
will nothidg, but only as the feed knows and wills in 
thee ; and 10 thou hail nothing to do but to join with 
the feed in its knowing and willing, and then thou wilt 
be able rejoicingly to tell mc what are become of 
mixtures. 

Thou didft read precious things of the feed, when 
thou waft here, written outwardly ; O, that thou 
mighteft read the fame things written inwardly in thy 
own heart ; which that thou mayeft do, become as a 
Weaned child, not exercifing thyfclf in things too high 
or too wonderful for thee. Every fecret thing, every 
fpiritual myflery, but what God opens to thee, is too 
high aiid wonderful for thee. And if the Lord, at 
any time, opens to thee deep myfteries, fear before the 
Lord, and go no further into them than the Lord leads 
thee. The error is ftill in the comprehending knowing, 
mind, but never m the lowly weighty feed of life ; 
whither the Lord God of my life more and more lead 
thee, and counfel thee to take up thy dwelling-place 
there, daily inftrufting thee fo to do* For the greatcft 
as well as the Icaft muft be daily taught of the Lord, 
both in afcending and defcending, or they will mifs 
their way ; yea, they muft be daily taught of him to 
be filent before him, and know to be ftill in him, or 
they will be apt to mifs in either. 

This from thy friend, 

LP. 

Amerfliam, Woodfide, 
4th of 5 th Monthj 1679*; 



Dear 
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pear Friend, 

Thy condition cannot but be weak and 
daffc, until the light of life acife in thee, and the p9wcr 
of the l.xn-d Qvcrcomc and fubdue the power of dark-* 
nefs, which ftrlves to keep the feed of life in the grave, 
and bonds of death. It is the Lord's. mercy to giv^ thee 
breathings after life, and cries unto him againft that 
which ""oppreffeth thee; and happy wilt thou be when 
he ihall fill thy foul with that which he hath given thee 
to breathe after. Only let thy heart wait for ftrcngth 
to truft him with the feafon, for his long tarrying is thy 
falvation, and the deftruftion of thofe enemies, which, 
while apy flxengtii remains in them, will never fuflcr 
thee and thy God to dwell uninterruptedly together. 
, Thcrcf<jre they mufl: needs die, and he who hath the 
power to kill theip, knows the way; which, to the appear^- 
ing of thy fenfe, will be as if he meant to kill the life of 
thy foul, andnot of them ; but lie ftill under his haad,and 
be oontcnt.to be unable to judge concerning Ixis ways 
'and workings in thy heart ; and thou (halt at fomctimes 
-feel an inward leaven of life from, his holy Spirit, where- 
by he will change and transform thy fpirit into his like- 
:nefs, in fomc meafure, for the prefcnt ; and, though it 
'.be quickly gone again, and the whole land fo overfpread 
.with enemies, that there is no fight of redemption or the 
redeemed kft^ but the foul in a worfc condition than 
before ; yet be not troubled ; for if trouble do abound, 
: and there be: toffing, and ftorms, and tempefts, and no 
i peace,: nor nothmg left vifible to fupport, yet lie ftill, 
and fink beneath, till a fecret hope ftir, which will ftay 
. the heart in the midft of all thele, until the Lord ad- 
minifter comfort, who knows how and what relief to' 
give to the* weary traveller, that knows not where it is, 
lior which way:to look, nor where to expeft a path. 
How fliall I fpeak to thee, how ftiall I mourn over thee ? 
O, that, thou mayeft be upheld to the day of God's 
; mercy to thy foul, and' be gathered out of all fuch 
knowledge as thou canft comprehend or contain in what 

£ is 
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is natural. Into die feeling of life, that thou maycft know 
flic difference between \^iat it is to live upon fomewhat 
received from God, and what it is to have God live with 
thee, and adminifter life to thee, at his pleafure ; thott 
being kept in the nothingttefs, emptinefs, poverty, and 
perfo£k relignation of fpirit ! 

This counfel is. to thee through^ a poor weak vefici, 

LP. 



Who is able to undergo the croffes and al&ftions^ 
either inward or outward, which befal thofe whom God 
draws out of the fpirit of this world, and path of dc- 
ftruftioti, into the way of eternal reft and peace ? 

Yet the Lord is able to uphold that which feels its 
weaknefs, and waits on him for fupport, under the 
heavinefs of the crofs, daily. I know, dear heart, thy 
outward trials cannot but be Iharp and bitter ; and I 
know alfo, that the Lord is able to fuftain thee undoc 
them, and caufe thee to ftand thy ground ; that thou give 
tiot advantage to that fpirit, which hereby would draw 
from the Lord, and from the way of life andhappinefs. 

O, that thou couldeft dwell in the kaowledgc and 
fenfe of this ; even that the Lord beholds thy fufferings 
with an eye of pity ; and is able, not only to uphold thoc 
under them, but alfo to do thee good by them ; and to. 
bring forth that life and wifdom in thee, by means there- 
of, to whiclji he will give dominion over that fpirit whicb 
grieves and afflifts thee, in his due feafon. 

Therefore grieve not at thy lot, be not difcontent, 
look not out at the hardiiefs of thy condition ; but whea 
the ftorm, and matters of vexation are ftiarp, look up 
to him who can give meekndfs and patience, lift up thy 
Head over all, and cSufe thy life to grow^ and be a 
gainer by -all. ^ 
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If ihie Lof d God did not help us by his mighty arm, 
how often ihould we fall and perifh ! and if the Lord 
God help thee proportionably to thy condition of 
ziBxSdon Bild diitrefs, thou wilt have no caufc to 
complam, but blefs his iiame. 

He IS exceeding good, and gracious, and tender 
hearted) and doth not .de4>ife the affliAionsi of the af- 
Aided for his name's fake, in any kind^ 

This is in tender love towards thee, with breathings 
to my Father, that his pleafant plant may not be crulhal 
in thee, by the foot of pride and violence j but may 
uvergrow it, and flourillh the more becaufe of it. 

From thy truly loving friend in the Truth, and for 
the Truth's fake, 

LP* 



Hill I M 



It is of the infiiiite metcy and compalfioti 
bf the Lbi-d, that his |)ure love vifiteth any of us ; and 
it is by the prefervatioli therieof alone, that Mrc ftand. 
If he leave us at any titne, but one moment, what are 
we ; and who is it that pfovokcth him not to dtpart ? 
£et him throw the firft (tone at him that falls, 

in thf Truth itfelf,in the living power and virtue, there 
is i;ib dtfence ; but that part which is not perJFeftly re* 
deemed, liath ftill toatter for the tetfaptatipn to work 
upoti, and may ht taken in the fnare. Let him that 
ftands, take heed lefl: he fall ; and, in the bowels of pity, 
xnoiirfi oyer and wait for the reftoring of him that is 
fallen. That ivhich is fo apt to be offended, is the fame 
Of fth that which falls. O, do Hot reafoh m the high- 
liindednefs, againft ahy that turn afide from the pufc 
^uide ^ but fear, left the unbelieving and flefhly wife 
pairr; "'^et up In thee alfo; O, know the Weaknefi of 
^c creature in the withdrawings of the life, and tBc 
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.ftrcngiK «►£ the enemy in that hour, and the ifrce grace 
and mercy which alone can prcferve, and thou wik 
lather wonder that any ftand, than that fomc fall. 

When the pure fprings of life o|)en in the heart, Tm- 
mediately the enemy watcheth his opportunity 'to get 
entrance ; and many times finds entrance foon after, 
the ibul, little fearing or fufpeding him, having lately 
felt fuch mighty unconquerable ftrength ; and yet how 
often then doth he get in, and fmite the life down to 
. the ground ; and what may he not do with the crea- 
ture, unlefs the Lord gracioufly help ! 

O, great is the myftery of godlinefs, the way of 
life narrow, the travel to thfeland of reft long, hard, 
and (harp ; it is cafy mifcarrying, it is eafy ftepping afide, 
at any time ; it is eafy lofmg the Lord's glorious pre- 
fence; unlefs the defence about it, by his Almighty 
arm, be kept up. 

There is a time for the Lord^s taking down the fence 
from his own vineyard, .becwfe of tranfgreffion, and 
then the wild boar may eafily break in. 

Ah, who taftes not of this in fome meafure, and what 
hinder^ tharhe taftes not of it in a greater meafure ? 
Ah, tuTQ in from the fleflily wifdom and rescfoningj, 
.unto the pure river pf life itfelf ; and wait there to have 
th^at judged ^hkh hath taken offence, left if it grow 
ftrpng^r in the?, it draw thee from the life (which alone 
is able t.o preferye thee), and fo thgu alfo 6JK 

This Is in dear love to thee ; retire from that part 
. ' which looketh out, and feel the inward vutue 
of that which can reftore and prefcrve thee. 

. There are {qx^c whp have been educated in a pro- 

. feffion of Chriftianity, and have improved it by ftudy ; 

but have never knpvjm th^ virtue, power, and inwaxd 

Ufc thereof; but a» men, with the man's p^rt^ ifrifdom, 

. underftanding, an4 ieriQufQcfir of mind, have confidi^ied 

of 
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of the treth and weight of things contained in the Scrip- 
tures ; and fo hare rccefted foittcwhat of the holy dbtJ-' 
trine inro their natural nnderftanding, and given thettt-^ 
feWes up to the: obfervation and praftice thereof, actforij- 
ing as they have apprehended thing^s. 

Thcfc have become: more ferious and excellent than 
others, but fell very far fliort of the nature and ftate 
of Chriftianity; yea the ftrifteft among thefe mdHf 
times become the greateft oppdfch and perfecutors of 
ihe true Chriftianity. 



To tbt Cquhu/s of Exon. 



Friend, 



I WAS prcffed in my Ipirit id fend thee 
what follows, believing in my heart, that thou, waiting 
on the Lord, and reading it in his fear, it would prove 
ferviceabletothee.; reaching to, refrefhing, and guiding 
that which is of him in thee, and thereby both quicken- 
Hig and helping thee in thy travails. 

When it pleafed the Lord to caft off the Jews from 

hting his church and people, itplcafcdhimalfoio build 

irp another, concerning whkh he proinifed, that the 

.gates of hell fhould not prevail againft it; but this 

promifc doth not abfolutely extend to every particular 

member of the church, for many branches might fin 

unto death, wither, and be cut m; nor to any partt- 

^cular gathering of believers, whether in Jerufalem, or 

in any part of Judea, or Afia, or at Rome, &c. For 

*any of thefe, not keeping to" that which gathered them 

(and 'wherein is the prefervation), might fell and be cut 

.off; yea, the apoftle Paul, writing to the Romans, 

,. concerning the ftate of the Gentiks, fignifieth to them, 

\. that they alfo. were capable of falling and being cut off, 

E 3 as 
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as the Jews were; and Rome itfclf w^s not ^cepte4f 
i>ut if^? opice csuqe %o that ilate^ ^s to exalt horfelf, 
^ thf 1^7 of diurch^$9 an4 not to fe^ her ftapding, 
(i^c w^ as likely to m^et, with the ftro^e s^s any. Rpnif 
xi. 31, 22. 

And that iatan £bQuId many ways aflauh the church, 
is very pvident, both from the nature of thipgs, and in 
refppa of what was foretold, and of what hath happened; 
ap4 th^tt he ihould in fome refpe£^s prevail, is alfo true ; 
but to undcrftand how far he fliould, jipd wherein he 
Ihould not, is very weighty, and requires the . key of 
David to open. 

This is manifeft, that the churches did generally pro,, 
voke the Lpyd, and that the hand of the Lord wctit 
forth againft them ; infomuch as that he who bviilt up, 
: pulled down, as to the outward fprm j mcafuring firft 
what hjc would refervc for himfelf, and giving the reft 
to the heatheniflx fpirit, which all the profeffprs of 
churches are pf, but thofe which are of the true cirir 
cumcifiop ; this may be read feyeral ways, if thou haft 
the true eye, 

' How did deceit pntcr the churches 5 how many ftara 
fell from heaven (Rev. xii.), and what confufioa was 
-there in the earth, before the Lord diflblyed that heaven 
and that earth, gathering his own wntp himfelf, and 
Scattering the reft from him ! 

, After which (O^ that thou couldeft read), what kind 
of church fprang up, find what governed in that church ! 
Even twobieafts, agreeing in one fpirit of deceit, cruelty, 
•and perfecution of that, which was indeed of God's be- 
getting in any heart, as it came at any time to be dif- 
cerned in its'teftimpny for Go4, and againft them. The 
•outward coi;ir^was given to the Gentiles, God rejcftcd 
it. Rev. xij ?. And this rejefted outward court, wkh 
the outward ordinai^ces and obferyations belonging to it, 
.hath been their place of worfliip ever fmce,, and not thp 
place of the true church, or true Jews ; but the holy 
city, and holy church and people, have been they, 
whom they have, all this wjjilip defpifc.d, and trauipkd 

under 
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Uttdar ftcu So that if tliou wilt find otit the trtie pe6pl6, 
or the true church, thou muft find out thbfc who have 
all this while been trampled upon, and defpifed by the 
high profcffing, boafting, church. 

The true church fled into the wildcmefs, very nsdced^ 
and hath fat there as a widow, mourning, wthoiit her 
fonner attire and ornaments ; and after fhe was gone, 
many of her fons (formerly glorious as ftarsj, appearing 
againft her, and a flood of difgrace and reproach being 
xaft om againft her, ias if flic' never had been the tnic 
fpoufe of Chrift ; up fl:arts a ftilfe woman, getting a 
cup of gold, and gay attire, in her abfetice ; demon- 
ftrating to tliofc that have not the true wifdom and 
'difcerning from Godj that flie is the true church, even 
-as Anticlu-ift doth, that he is God 5 and all that drink 
iiot of her cup of fornication, from the true fpirif and 
life of the Lamb, file brands as fchifmaticks and here- 
ticks; though that which is of God naturally rents 
from that which is not of God, and from all its demon* 
ilrations and arguments, 

Ah, poor church of the living God, how hath thy 

* feed been branded with infamous marks, and purfued 

' with floods of perfecution, bitternefs, and enmity, by 

that which hath ufurped thy name, but never knew 

the nature and power of thy life; but the Lord is 

^rifen, to fcatter, and hath already fcattered in many 

particulars, and will fcatter in the general ; and that: 

which is not the thing, ftiall not long poflefs the qamet 

, ' But the Lord will gather the fimple, and hon^ft-hearted 

from thcfe deep (prcerics und inehantments, to that 

-dandard which he hath lifted up for all nations : which 

*: is the light of the everlafting dayy which Jie hathcaufed 

^ to dawn in th^ hearts of i&aftly, aft^r the long, thick 

.night of darknefs, and apoftacy from the fpirit and lif^ 

of the ^poftles. Blcffed he his tiame ! . 

Now, friend, Q^ that thoi| couWeft feel the begin- 
nings of this day ; even of the power, of the endlefs 
life, and pure nature of Goki breaking fortl^ in t^iy 
Jieart 5 whofc prefence and nature difcgvcf s Itfelf (it 

E 4 necds^ 
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needs no othfcrtcftainony),, and fntghteft^^bc gatbtecd 
into what it is, that thou might witaefs true life from 
God, and ia his light fee his chwch, and feel uojon 
with it ; which differs from all the churches of men's 
gathering and owfting, being indeed the fpoufc and 
fpiritual body of the living God, and «thc gjround and 
jpillar of his iivin|{ Truth. I love thee ; I own thy. zeal 
ia its place ; I dcfurc the Lord's gathering of thcc to 
himfelf, by his powerful Truth revealed in thee ; and 
thy certain knowledge of his true churdhj and holy 
body of living members, in that which cannot deceive^ 
And if ever thou arrive at this, thou^mftft know the 
beginning^ of the everlafting day, wthin; -and walk in 
the light thereof, out of all the inventions of men, and 
out of- the reaich and conipafs of that wifdom that ia^ 
Vcnteth; and this hght of life, il thou rightly meet 
with it, and become fubjeft to it, wdi fliew thee the 
pearl of price (for k is yet hid in the earth, trnderaeatb 
that which thou efteemeft, and highly prized), and' 
(hew thee what thou muft neccffarily part witfa^ before 
<hou cadft purchafe it, in the finglenefs and uprightnefs 
x>f thy heart. But thy zeal without the tnielcnowledgc, 
is not accepted of the Lord, though thou art pitied 
wider it* 

'J^hy. friend, in triiclove and unfeigned deCres afteir 
thy eternal good. 



Friend, 

It is good for thee to take heed of 

abuCng thy power, to the injury of any man ; and to 

walk in humility and fear befpr-c- tire Lord, who is 

above thee, and whofe people (whom he hath gathered 

/i to 
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to liimfelf^ ahd fahSified by his pare nitore) are ttf 
aid honour and nobility, which in its kindisabore (bine. 
And, : Oy that thy eyes were opened, that thou alfi> 
might deny the honour of this world, and ftand a whw 
nefs for God againfl it ; feeking after ^j and teftifying to^ 
the honour and iiobility which is of him only, fieibre 
this be received by any one, he mud come into the 
true humility, and lie at the footftooi of God, till he 
has mercy upon him, and exalt hiin. 

Now, to manifeft this a little to thy underftandingi, 
becaufe I write in love, and for thy good, thkt thoit 
might know the excellent path, and travel therein, is 
not man far above the other creatures? Is not his 
reafon and undetftahding fir above their (ehfei So far, 
yea, much further, is the divine light in man abo^e 
tnan's reafon ; and the birth, (late, and nobility of man 
there, far beyond what he is capable of here, as a man 
of dis world. O, open thine ear, and hear ; yea, the 
Lord open thy heait, that thou mayefl imderft^nd ; for 
this is all the. reward or fruit that I feck, even from the 
hand of the. Lord, for my fuffcrings from thee, that they 
4nay be a, means for thy good. And this I can afTure 
thc^ if thy heart be touched to feck after the Lord in 
Truth, he will be found of thee ; but if thou walk on 
in the height, and after the fpirit of this world, thou 
wilt pcrifh j and have caufe to repent thy hard thoughts 
and adions againft him and his people : for they are 
his people, not who walk in a formal way of religion^ 
but who fpcl and are fubjeft to his power in them. 



Friends, 

Be not difcouraged becaufe of yoiir fouls' 
enemies. Are ye troubled with thoughts, fears, doubts, 
imaginations;, reafonings, &c. yea, do ye fee yet much 



in you unftibdaed ta the power of life? O, Jo not fear 
it; do not look at it, fo as to be difcouraged by it ; 
hut. look to him ; look up to die power which is over 
^1 their ftrength; ^ait for the defcendings of the 
>power upon you } abide in the faith of the Lord's help ; 
and wait in the patience till the Lord arife ; and fee if 
his arm do not fcattcr, what your's could not. So be 
ilill before him, and in ftillnefs believe in his name; 
yea, enter not into the hurryings of the enemy (though 
chey fill the foul) ; for there is yet fomewhat to which 
they cannot enter, from whence patience^ and faith, ' 
nndhope, will fpring up in you, in the tnidit of ail 
that they can do. 

So into this fink; in this lie hid in the evil hour; zwi 
the temptations will pafs away, and the tempmis 
ftrength be broken, and the arm of the Lord (which 
brake him) revealed ; and then ye ihall fee, that he 
railed but a fea of trouble in your fouls, to fmk himfdf 
by ; and the Lord will throw the horfe and his rider 
(which trampled upon and rode over the juft in you) 
into that lea ; and ye ihall (land upon the bank^ and fing 
the fong of Mo&s to him that drowned him, and deH- 
vercd you from him ; and in due feafon ye fhall ling 
the fong of the Lamb alfo, when his life fprihgs up in 
you in his pure dominion ; triumphing oyer death, and 
all that is contrary to God, both within and without. 

Now, Friends, in afeniible waiting and giving up to 
the Lord, in the. daily cxercife, by the daily crofs to 
that in you, which is not of the life, diis work will daily 
go on ; and ye will feel from the Lord that, which will 
help, relieve, refrcfh, and fatisfy, which neither tongue 
nor words can utter. And in that the Lord God breathe 
upon you, preferye and fill you with his life ^a4 holy 
fpirit ; to the growth and rejoicing of your fouls in him, 
who is our blefled Father, and . merciful Kedeemer ; 
in the Lord Jefus Cbrift^ oiu" liead arid king for ever 
and for evermorp. 

And then, as to what may befal us outwardly^ in 
. |bis confufed ftate of things, mall we not truft our ten- 
dor 
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Atf Father,, and reft dfadsficfi in his mil ? Are vrt not 
engraven in his heart, and on the pahns of bis handsi 
and can he forget us in any thing he doth ? Shall any 
thing hurt ut? Shall any thmg come bet^xren- us and 
pur life ; between us and his love and tender care arex 
us i , Whax though the £g-tree ihould not bbflbm, 
neither there be. any fruit in the vine; what though 
the labour of the olive ihould fail, and: the fields yield 
710 meat; what though the flock be cut off from the 
foldi and there.be no herd in the ftalls; may we not^ 
^r all this^ rqoice in the Lord, and joy in the God of 
pur /alvauon I And what though the earth be removed, 
and the mountains carried into the midft of the &a ; 
; ^rhat though the waters thereof roar and be troubled ; 
^md the mountains ihake with the fwelling thereof | 
is there not a river> the ftreams whereof make glad the 
city of God? Is not the joy, the virtue, tfaeiife, the 
iweet rcfreflimem, thereof, telt in the holy place of the 
tabernacle of the moft Hi^ ? And he that provides 
inward food for the inwaifd man, inward clothing, 
inward ridreihme^t ; ihall he not provide alfo fufficient 
for die outward? Yea, fhall he not b?ar up the mind, 
and be our ftrength, portion, armour, rock, peace, joy, 
rand foil fetisfaftion, m every condition? For it is 
; jiot the condition makes miferable, but the want of 
him in the co^idition : he is the fubftance of all, the 
virtue of ;allt th^e life of all, the power of all ; he nou- 
riflictb, hp preferveth, he upholds, with the creatures 
jor withom: the creatures^ as it picafeth hira ; and he 
that hath him, he that is with him, he that h in him, 
cannot want- Hath the fpirit of this world content in 
all that it enjoys? No ; it. is rcftlefs, it is unfatisfied. 
But can tribulation, diftrcfs, pcrfecution, famine, nakcd- 
nefs,. peril, pr fwordj come between the love of the 
.Father J» the pWldi jQr the /child- s reft, content, and 
delight in his love ? And doth not the love, the peace, 
the J4)y, the reft felt, fwallow up all the bitternefs and 
/ojrrow of the Qutjjrard condition f 

The 
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The feed, the godlinefs, the uprightnefe, the true 
nature and birth, hath not only the promife of eternal 
life, but alfo of whatever is neceffary for the vcflcl 
trhcrcin it dwells m this life too^ fo dwell in that to 
which is the promife, and live upon the promife ; yea 
live upon that which cannot mifs of the promife, but 
feels die prefence and power of the Father in aU, and 
over aU» And the jufl lives by his fkith : and he that is 
in' union with the juft, lives by the faith of the juft, 
and takes no more care than the lilies, but leaves the 
care of all, to whom it properly belongs, and who hath 
taken it upon him ; who nouriiheth, clotheth^ prefervethy 
und caufeth the lilies of the field to grow and flouriih 
in beauty and glory; and (hall he not much more clothe, 
nouriih^ s^nd take care of hir own lilies, the heaven^ 
lilies, the lilies of his garden. ' 

• So let OS not look out like the world, or judge Of 
fear according to the appearance of things, after tht 
the manner of the world ; but fandify the Lord of hofts 
in our hearts,, and let him be our fear and dread, and 
be (hall be an hiding place unto us in the (lorms, zod 
in the tcmpeftfi, which are coming thick upon the 
earth. 

So, my dear Friends, let us; retire, and dwell in the 
'peace which God breathes, and lie down in the Lamb's 
fsatience and ftillnefs, night and day, which nothing 
can wear out or difhirb ; and fo the pr>jcfervation of 
the poor and needy, fliall be fcltJn his name, an4 glory 
iimg to his name, over all ; which is a ftrong tower, 
a mighty impregnadile rock of defence, againft all aflaults 
and dangers whatfoevcr; which they that have trufted 
rhcrera, have already experienced it to be ; and they 
Aat continue trading therein, (hall always- experience 
it fo to be, in all trials and dangers, whatever may 
iwippen, of what kind foevcr, even to the end. Amen. 



My 
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^y dear FricncI, 

Whom I taivc iaJways truly and faiths 
fully loTcd, as in the fight of the Lord, and to whom 
my love in the Lord ftill continues ; fmcc I heard of 
thy illncfs and weakne(s, by M. S. whom I defired to 
Vilit thee j I have had an cameft defirc to fee thee, and 
have been confidering how to cflFca it> but cannot 
with any conveniency at prefent, as my friend T, £• 
(thcl>carcr hereof), can farther inform thee. But 
the defires of my heart, to the God of my life, arc, 
that he would give thee a vifit in his tender bowels, 
trad guide and help thee to ftay thy mind upon himfclf, 
in his moft precious Truth y which he hath not only 
given thee a tafte of, but many times a full fenfe and 
experience of. 

O, my dear Friend, that nothing might come be- 
tween thy foul and God's' Truth; that thy comfon, 
peace, and joy, might be full, and that thou mighteft 
lay down liy head quietly In the bofom of him that 
loves thee, and accepts the fihcere defires of thy heart 
towards him, as I have always told thee, and is ffill 
true concerning thee. Mind not temptations nor accu- 
fations, nor the many noifes the enemy will make in thee 
and againft thee, to the Lord ; but wait to feel Truth 
and life fpringing in thy heart from the holy well, and 
to hear the ftill voice ot the fpirit of the Lord ; and he 
will tcftify his love to thee, and fpeak peace. 

O, the tender bowels of mv heavenly Father relieve 
thee, and gather thee inwardly in thither, and prefcrve 
thee there, where the enemy cannot break in upon thee. 
' Look noit upon thy iins, even, fmce thou haft known 
the Truth, wherein thou mighteft have meet, with 
ftrength againft, and prefervation from fin (and have 
been, in forae meixfurc, blefled by the Lord) ; but wait 
to feel fomewhat inwardly, wherein God appears,^ and 
breathes, and gathers, and receives, and cafes, of the 
loads, fears, doubts, troubles, temptations, and accufa- 
tions 'y &c. and the Lord God of my life and tender 

mercies 
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tncrdes (wliicli he hath made furc ta my foul in die 
evcrlafting covenant), give thee folid peace andi confo- 
lattoQ in the Son of Ms- knre, through the meafurc of 
his grace and Truth fprmging in thy heart, andftaym^ 
thy mind upon him. 

O, feci the feed, ahd the faith \<rhich fprings from 
the ftcd, which gives viftory over the enemy, aird aH 
bis myiterious workings in the heart. 

Thy frierid in the truefl and moft fincere love, 

LP. 



' To Nathaniet Stonak. 

It is a dangerous thing to refill Gbd^s^ 
Spirit ; an^ yet vei*y eafyfor any itiah fo to do, whohatlT 
not received a true underftanding frdm the Lord, lior 
is acquainted with thd leadings ahd bttgomgs of hhrf, 
who is pure. He that Is tender and truly fenfiblc, may 
difcem when he refifteth, when he quencheth, of whcii 
he grieveth the fpirit of the Lord ; but hd that is ndt^ 
truly enlightened, nor in the true fenfe, daiindt do fd. 
The fcribes and Phdrifees, who were interpi'etcrs of the 
law, and very ftrift in oVitward obfervationS and ordi- 
nances; &c. who blamed their fathers foi* kilHng' the 
prophets, and faid if they had been in the days df the 
prophets, they would not have dealt fo With then!, sts 
their fathers did : yet Concerning thefe, faid Stephen, 
** Ye ftiff-necked, and unclrcUmcifed in heart and ears, ye 
do always refift the holy Ghoft; as your fathers did, fo do 
ye:" for, till the ftiff will and ftifFwifdom be brought 
down in a man, he cannot but refift God*s fpirit, alid 
fight for his notions and praftices, according to his 
apprehenfions of the letter, againft the tcftimony of 
God's fpirit and power. 

Paul, 
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^aul, who walked according to the letter of the law< 
blamclds, yet refiftcd thefpirh which gave forth the la^* 
He ittuftknow the Spirit, receive the Spirit, live in the 
Spirit, walk in the Spirit, and not fulfiil thft.loil^ of the 
flefh, who would be found not rcfifling God's Spirits 
He who is indeed turned to the redeeming arm, to 
Chrift the power of God, and gathered into thd poweif^ 
and dwellcth in the Spirit and power of the Lord Jefus^ 
and is taught and led by him from path to path, and 
from pafture to pafhire, as the Lamb, the ihepherd, 
goes^ before and guides him ; he is prefcrvcd from 
grieving the holy Spirit, which moves and draws, in* 
ftrufts and quickens, all that are bom of God. But he 
that is but in the letter, and in the form of godlinefsJ, 
out of the inward life aiid power, he is of that birth, 
mind, nature, and fpirit, which cannot but refift God*8 
Spirit. He laioweth not, he bcedeth not, his drawings, 
his movings, his light, his life, the way thereof (either 
in his own heart, or in the hearts of others J ; and fo 
walks in a way of rebelling againft,and refifting, him, who 
is the only Saviour and Redeemer of the foul (fee Job 
xxix. 3, 4, and xxiv. 13). O, that thou mighteft Icarii 
to wait aright to learn thefe things, and come into 
the true fenfc and difcerning of the fpirit and power of 
the Lord, that thou mighteft not any more rcfift it, 
neither in tliyfelf nor in others. 
, The LQrd open thy heart, and lay thy fpirit low be- 
fore him^ that thou raayeft come into a right fenfe and 
judgm^t concerning the ftate of thme own foul, and 
majrcft* experience the Lord manifeiling things tg thee,. 
as mdeed they aire. . . 

')':•■'■■• ' '■' :- ... " . -LP.- ■ 
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A faithful Te/iimonyj concerning the way of fidvatian^ 
and of meeting witby and receiving the power ^Acb 
qtdchns and enables to live to God. 

This is the day of the love^ mercy, 
goodnefs^ power, wifdom, righteoufncfs, and life, of 
God ; that is, this is the day wherein they arc mani* 
fefted, revealed, and brought fprth, in the hearts of 
his children j and their fouls, in and through the faiths 
fui travail, led into die enjoyment and poffcflion of 
thenu 

Now the queftion is. How may any one, who finds 
.breathings, himgerings and true defires/ after thefc 
things, come to vreceive them, partake of, and enjoy 
. them? . 

To this we anfwer, wc know the way wherein the 
Lord hath led us; and we alfo know the teftimony 
which God hath given us to hold forth to others. 

The way wherein we met with it was this: In joining 

to that in the heart which is of the Father, and leads 

. gut of the nature, fpirit, and ways, of the world, up 

\ to the Father. By Waiting to feel this quickened in us j 

' by giving up to, hearkening to, and be led by this ; by 

j denying all that was and is contrary to this, in the 

! ftrength and virtue which we daily received from thisj 

\ thus we met with the love, thus we met with the 

: mercy, the goodnefs, the power, the wifdom, the life, 

: the righteoufnefs, the redemption, and falvatioh, wkicb 

\is treafurcd up in this ; and which 'ifluech fortJb from 

this, in the good will arid according to the appointment 

; of the Father. ' - 

" And this alfo we* know, that while we are lookhig 
' out for a great power to fall upon us and change us, 
we never met with it fo, but rather thereby came to a 
lofs of what we had. And, indeed, this is the way 
the enemy fuggefts into the mind to deceive the mina 
bj ; and we were deceived by him, and led from the 
thing, while wc were perfuadcd and tempted thus to 

wait 
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T72dt for It. That which is not of the feed, but -above 
the feed, thus waits ; but this is not jthc^ wi^y in wbiich 
fhe feed teachcth the foul to wait for the righteoufiiefs-^ 
and power of the kiijgdoip. Now, as we have been 
thus led ourfelves, fo the teftimony of fjireftion we 
have received from the Lord is^ to guide men's minds 
to this which is of God, and whicb God hath chofcn 
to appear iq, and he will not appear in another. It is 
the way he hath chofen, in his eternal wifdom, apd be 
will not alter it. This light, thia inward feed of life as 
the thing, which fecretly works in the mind, teftifyi^g 
againil that which is unrighteous { and to them that re« 
ceive this feed, faithfully wait upon it, and are fubjeft to 
it, denying in their hearts. Words, thouglits, and wayy , 
^11 that is contrary to it (as the Lord enabies)j 19 them 
power and ability is given to become fons } afid in the 
Son*s he^rt, the power, fpiritual authoftfy, and do- 
minion of the Fadier, dwells. And thefc things aire 
wrought in the heart, obtained, receiv^, felt, and 
enjoyed in a myftery^ in a fecret way of working, frop 
|i little things a fmall feed, yea, that which (q man's 
eyt and wimora is not ; even by this has the Father 
cnofen to bring to nought all U^e mighty enemies pf 
the foul, and all the feeds and births qf corruptigp 
in it. 

O^ my dearfriencls, I befecch you, wait on the Father 
Jn this (wait, O wait for the ftirrings of his holy Spirit 
in this), that ye may learn the way pf life,^ walk faith- 
fully therein, and undcrftand, with joy ai\d Jn bright- 
nefs, the myfteries pf the kingdom^ which arc revealed 
to the very babes here j that fo ye may be enlivene4» 
encouraged^ ^nd ftrengthened in your tr^ivails, till ye 
come to fit. down in the kingdom, and eat the bread 
and drink the wine of the kingdom, with thofe whom 
the Lord has already gathered thttlier, and who feed 
on the Fatlings of God's houfe, and drjnk of the river 
of his pleafures, And p^y friends, O learn the dif- 
ference in fpirit, between . that which drayrs you tOr 
yards Qgd, in the fimpli(yty a,nd pui'e fcnfe of life, ?t 
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\ anfttae, from the brcat^^ fpring; and &« whkh 

I tempts you. ttjccrcfrpm, m a rcafoaingitibtlety', wbcrch 

I is a glorious appcancnce of wifdipm^ and a ftlfe derpon- 

I ftration of fcpiKng light ; which, notwitWbindiDg^ doth 

1 not dialk out your way to you, but rather deceitfully 

! draws yoti out of the way j an4 after a long lookipg for 

> *ix)wcr^ whereby it keeps you from that ii^herem the 

. ^owcr is, and to which yp being joined, would, wJth- 

I pur fail, receive it, and might eiijoy it, and be blefied 

;; • and helped by it, as well as others, through the tender 

I inercy 6f the Lord, have been* • .• 

' And friends, be it known unto you, and let it ent?ftr 

' into your hearts, from the pure teftimony qf Triith, 

that (in this day which the Lord hath made, wliich is 

. Md was with the Lord from eternity J he haA now 

pleafcd to manifeft and bring forth in us (infomuch s(s 

* we are in meafure in this day, and walk in the light 

thereof, and feel the warmth, beauty, and picafantnefs 

thereof in meafure, which giveth a true real fenfe and 

pnjoyment of the thing itfelf), I fay in this day, the 

' burdpn (the great burden of fm and corruption) it 

taken from off the flioulder, and the yoke from off the 

heck ; yca^, the yoke is^ dcftrpyed by and becaufe of 

the anointing, in and to the fouls that are anointed ; 

who are fevered from the nature, fpirit, and ways of 

the world, and To united to and become one fpirit with 

. the Lord. Why, then they are fevered and effranged 

; from ihajt which opprcffeth; yea, and then they are 

jialfo in fellovirfliip with that which is the power, tliq 

j life, tbe^eft, the joy, the peace, the eternal plcafiire, 

and pure fweetriels and' liberty^ 

Now, aU this ie brought about by minding that of 
God, which ftirs in the mind arid draws towards iiini, 
and from that which is of a contrary fpirit and nature; 
and feparates from him. For all that is of the worlds 
and not of the Father ; is as a wall of feparation whicli 
keeps from the Father ; and huift'be broken down, bc^ 
fore the foul can come into true union and' feliowihip 
,with the Father and. Son, in his piir^ nature, fpirit, 

> and 
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and holy power of life. Yet one thing more, O mind - 
it, it is more (as to. the nature of the tUn^) to meet- 
yvith one little touch of power, to help a man againft ' 
his corruptions and the deceit of his heart ; than to 
meet with a great defcending of. power upon a man's 
fpirit, to. wrap him. up into high enjoyments, or to ' 
enable him to fpeak great things of the myfteries of 
Ood*s kingdom ; for it changes his heart more, it 
iielps him on his journey more, it prepares his fpirit j 
more for the Lord, ic adds to his growth more than ; 
the other ; yea, the other will hurt him; unlcfe his. | 
fpirit be poifed by ^e Lord, and made able to bear it. j 
\. But the ftill working of tha power, which fecrethr ;. 
mehoth and changeth the mind, renewing it (as Jt 
were iniienfibly) daily more and more into &e isiage ; \ 
that is the lafe, precious, and profitable miniftfratioo j 
of life. . . ' 

' O wait for it, and be fcnfibic of .the tender mercy i 
and goodaefs of the Lord, as he leads you ipto anf| j 
J^ceps you in it* 



^ • IJear Friend^ 

;-: '■ I AM fenfible of thy fore travail ahd 

4^p diftrefs, and how hard it is for thee to meet with 
that which : is . comfortable and refreflitng, and how 
eafily again it -isioft ; and whence it arifeth, even from 
the working of the enemy ifi ^ myft^y of deceit in thy 
heart ;* wherein thou doft not perceive nor fufpcft him, 
^utfwalib weft down hi? baits, and fa he finkcs thee 
^ith bis hook, and thereby draws thee back into the 
region af^^rimdisy and ihen cintercth tbat part in thee 
which is iji nature one with hiro, filling it with his 
wickcdttcfs, and then laying loads of accufations upon 
thee,, as if .ikcj, w^re tnie^ Tbefc arc not ftrange 

f 2 things 
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things t0 xhf^ trairclkri after Ae Lord, but fach as are 
irfualjy met with in the like ca[fei; but i£ diy eye waa 
made finglc and opened by the Lord, thou wonldefl 
fee thofe trails, and turn from that which thou now fo 
readily fivaUowcft down ; and fo avoid the ftroke, and 
keep thy ftatibn in the fight and mercy of the Lord. 
Thou muft not look fo much at the eyil that is nigh^ 
but rather at that which ftands ready to pity and help, 
and which hath pitied and helped thy difltreficxf foui, 
and will pity and help it again. Why is tliere a mcrcy^ 

I icat, but for the fmner to look towards, in time of need ? 
Neither muft thou hearken to the quefticrniugs. of 
t^kc iniip^ring queftioner, but cleave to that whichihuts 
them out, keeping to the fenfe of the love and mercy^ 
when the jLord is kind. aud. tender to thee* WId£^ the 
^cnemy . entered thy habitation agaiu, and broke thy 
reft, peace, and enjoyment of the Lord ; again aif 
earneft defnre after cleanfing arofe in thee ; not from 
jhe life, but in the evil; which was alfo a means to 
rob thee of that, which in its abiding and. powerful 
operation, cleanfeth the heart ; and here thou wouldcft 
be limiting the Lord in his dealings, who worketh 
according to the cp.uncil of Ijis own will, and vifiteth 
when and where he pleafeth. And thus the enemy 
having caiight thee with his myfterious workings, he 
then draws thee into the pit of darknejfe, whe^c the 
remembrance of life and the fenfe of mercy and love 
taniiheth ; and there is no help for ihoc by any thing 
tji^ou caqft do or thi^k ; but be patient, tilKtbe LordJs 
lender mercy and k)ve vifit thee again, and then, Ipoik 
up to him agsinft this apd fuch like, fnayes, .which 

• wo^ld come between thee and the appearance of the 
Lord's love ; thjat tlxoij may eft feel more of his abidings 
with; thee, and of the f>veet cffefts thereof. For thefc 
things are not to dtjftroy thee, bvit to teach thee wif- 
dom ; yvhich the Lord is able, through. many exercifef^ 
and fbre trials, to beftow upon thee ; which my fouJ 
will exceedingly rejoice to hear the tidings of ; that thy 
heart may be rid of atl..that burdcncdi, and filled with. 

■ all 
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ill it rightly defircs after^ in the proper &afi>n aod 
goodncfs of the Lord; to whofe wife orderiag and 
tetidcrmcucy I commit thce^ remaining 

Thy faithfiil friend, , 

LP. : 



, My deat friend) 

Some time after Writing the foregoing, 
^is aj'ofe in me to thee. If the iLord in thy waiting 
bpcin iiiThi to feafch and try thy heart ahd ways, fhaS 
p\t2i(c to flieW thee >ahy thing amifs thereih, mind this 
fcobnfci on my heatt to thee. Be not looking at it too 
tftuch 6ft the one hand, or exciifing it On the other 
liand, but fink down beneatfe thyfelf), retiring thither 
Iprhere tfiou naayeft receive from the Lord true judg- 
ment )66nccming it, and alfo rtrehgth againft it. And 
ktiotic^.this in the holy experience, that thou muft be; 
Iveikelied by the Lqrd, and be cotltented in or with 
thy Ifrc^k atld ^iftrcffed eftate, if thou wouldefl: receive 
iOftetcyand ftrecigth from him. . And the more thou art 
iveakened and diftreffed, the more thou art fitted for, 
and the more abundantly (halt thoU partake of his 
ihercy utid ftrehgth j waiting upon him in the meek, 
Hiiictj patient, and refigned fpirit, which he will not 
foil to work thy mind into ; that, in the iffueof all, thou 
"mayeft reap flie quiet fruits of righteoufncfs and heavenly 
peace from his hand. Amen, fo be it from the-Loicl 
tothyfoulv 



F J Dear 
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Dear Fricndj 

As I was lately retired in fpirit and 
tvaiting upon the Lord, having a fenfc on me of thy 
long, fore, and deep, affliftion and diftrefs, there arofe 
Jk fcripture in my heart to lay before thee, namely, 
^Hebrews xii. 5, 6, 7, which I entreat thee to call for 
a Bible, and hear read, before thou proceeds to what 
follows. 

O, my friend, after it hath pleafed the Lord m tender 
niercy to.vifit us, .and turn bur minds, from the world 
and oiirfdvcs towards him, and. to beget and nourift 
th^t which is pure and living of himielf m us ; yet, not- 
Withftaftding this, there remains fomewhat at nrft (yei 
arid perhaps for a long time) which is to be fearchcd 
but by the light of the Lord, and brought dovra and 
Ribdued by his alSifting hand. When there is indeed 
irpmcwhat of aft holy \vill formed in the day of God's, 
bower ; and the' fotil, tn fome meafure, begotten, and 
brought forth to live ttJ God in and put of the womb 
of the heavenly t^ifdom ^ yet all the earttily will and 
wifdom is not theteby prefeiitly removed, but there 
are hidden things of the old nature and fpirit. ftilt 
remaining J which, perhaps, appeir not, but fink inward 
mto {heir root, that they may iave their lives ; which 
Jitjan cannot poflibly find out in his o^tn heai-t, but' as. 
rlife J^ord reveaJs; thein to lum. fitft how doth thp 
t^^drd-find tTiem out \ O confider his fire i^ in Zion, a3)d 
'^js,furriace in Jerufa^^^^^ By his caftirig &ito the ftirl. 
ijai!^e.6f aifli^ipn^ the fite fearcheth the deep, /ore,. 
Sntrefiirig, afffiatbflf, \\^hith reilds and tears tifte very in-*- 
w^rds, finds pat bdth the feed and the chaff, puri^ng' 
^he. pure; gold' from the dfofs ; and there, at length, 
the quiet; ftate' is witneffcd, aitd the quiet fruit 6f 

J'ighteoufiiefe brought forth by the fearching and con- 
Uiiiing nature 'and operation of the fire. O, that thy 
foul ipiiy be trfed vrata viftoryy over all rhat is not of 
tlie p^ire life in th^e j ^Rd that thou mayeft wait to feet 
the piir^ feed,' or meafure of life, in thee, and die into 

the 
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the feed, feeling death unto all that is not pf th? feed 
irii Iheej and that thou itiayeft feel life, hekling fe-. 
frefliment, fiippbrt, and comfort from the God of thy' 
life, in the feed ; and rto where clfe, tior at arty time/ 
but as the Lord pleafeth to admmifter it to thee thei^e^ ' 
b, the Lord guide thee daily, and keep thy mind to 
him } at lieaft looking towards the holy place of the 
fpringing of his life and powea^ in thy heart. Look 
unto him. Help, pity, falvation, will arife in his due 
time; but it will not arife from any thing thou c?in{l do' 
or think -, arid faith will fpring and patience be given, 
iuid hope in the tender Father of tpertles, and a meek 
and quiet fpirit will be wltneffed; and the Lanib*^? 
nature fpringing up and opening in thee, from hi? 
precious feed, whictl will excel in nature, kind, degree, 
arid virtue, all the faith, patience, hope, mecknefs, &C* 
which thoii or' ariy elfe otherwJfe can iattaln unto* 
O, look not at thy pain or fotrow, hov greit focvct ( 
but look from them, look off theni, lool; beyond tbcnl 
to the'Deliverer ; whofe powet is oyer thera, and whofc 
loving, wife, and tender, fpirit is able to do thee good 
by tliem. Arid if the outward aflftiftions wotk out an 
exceeding weight of glory ; O ! what fliall the inward 
i^o for thofe who arie humbly, brokenly, and faithftJly* 
<exercifed before the Lord by them. O, wak to Itel 
the feed, and the cry of thy Toul (iri the briekthing 
ipringing life of the feed) to its Father, wiih its fwect 
fufcjealon to him. And w^it for the rifirigs of the 
jower in thy heart, in the Father's feafons, arid faith' 
in. the power, that thou mayeft feel ia^«^a^d healing of 
all the inward wounds which the Lord triakes in thy 
jfoul, thf ough hi^ love to thee for thy good* 
""^^ff- thpu wilt receive tUe kingdoiri thiit caTmot be; 
Ihaken, thou muft xmt to have mzt difcovercd in thee 
which may be (haken ; and the Lord atilitlg tcrriWy to 
fhake the earth, and it removed Otit of its place as A 
cottage, and the heavens alfo rolled up like afcroll*. A»d 
.while the Lord is dping this, he will be hiding thee in 
the hollow of his hand (thy mind ftUl retiring to jjhe 

F4 feed), 
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feed)^ and Mill, in thcfe troublefomc and difmal utAdf 
inwardly be forming the new heavens and the new 
earth, . whcrem (wlien they are brought forth and 
cftabliflicd) dwells Hghteoufnefs* And as fiire a& the 
I^oH fhakjcs and removes the old, fo furely will he 
bring forth and cflabltfh the new. And when the old 
will, ^indthe old wifdom and underftanding, is removed 
•(which if the Lord God were not ftrong and wife, he 
Goijld never bring forth and effeft in the heart), the 
place of the dragons, the place of the wicked inwardly, 
ibail be fwnd no more ; but Zion fliall be kn6wn and- 
wimefl'ed mwardly, the place of God*s dwelling and 
reff , and Jeruialcm a quiet habitation for ever ; and- 
the prcciemi kw of life (hall go forth out of Zion, and 
the word of the Lord from Jerufalem 5 atid the foul 
fhall hejwr and live by it, with full deHght and fatif- 
faSion^ . 06 God's holy ihountain, pn the top of all 
other mouDt^ins, and nothing ihall he able to difturb 
Of ito£c afraid. any more. The Lord lead thee, day 
tiy day, in the right way^ to\vards the witncfling at)d 
obtain&g this ; and keep thy taind ilayed upori hiip, 
in ^hitteter befalls thee, that the belief of his lover 
and hope m hisjn'ercy (when thou art at the lowc^ 
dbb) may keep up thy head above the billows, and 
thou inayeflt go o» in the difciples ftate, teaming 
rightcoufnefe and^hoKners of him, who .teacheth to 
deny and pHt otf unhonncfs and unrighteoufftcfe, and 
to knew^ 'eiubrace, and put on newnefsf of Kfe, jfciid 
die holinefs and rigkteouihefs thereof. 
^ Th<i Lord God of my life be with f6e^, prefervihg 
aiid orderiiij^ thy heart for ihe great day or his Ipye 
and iceixy,;lwixich Villcoftie in the appoititcd'feafon, 
w^hen the heart b fuHy exemifed and &ted by the Loi^d 
'for it^ and will uot tarry* 

- LP. 
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Priced, .'' ■ 

The t^cighty fenfe of aii eternal co«». 
dhion after tkis life> hath been upon Aorf heart frdfft' 
ray childhood ; afKl it is often with me that I muft give 
an account 16 God, when I pafs oat of this tranfitoty' 
M^oiid, of «S thmgs dofrein the bilnij ; and ftalt enteif 
i!iro etennal reft and bleflednef», ^r etetnal iroe atid 
tftifery. ■ 

Thiscanfeth me to call upon the Lord daily, fof 
grace and Wifdom from him; that my confcience, bdng 
deanfcd through the blood of his Son, may be kept' 
void of offence, both towards him and men. And 
thily (I fpeak not boaftingly, but in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the fenfe dF his goodnefs and tender' 
mercy to me) my heart is prcferved in love aodinoo^ 
oency towards thofe who moft injurioufly, and without 
provocation on ray part, have taken away my liberty 
(for ought I know) for my whole life time. Whit 
thou fmther imendcft towards me the Lord knows, to 
whom 1 Kave committed my caufe : but this h on niy 
heart to cxprefs to thee, becaufe when I was with thee 
thou fpeakeft words to rfiis purpofc, that we inHjhed 
thee banged^ or would he glad if tbdu ifuert hanged* 
Godv who knows my heart, is witncfs, that I wifh thee 
no evil ; neither to thee nor thy family ; but wifh thbu 
mayeft avoid all fuch things as may bring his Wraih 
aiid eurfe upon thee, either iii this world or the world- 
to come. " 

And^ friend, do not provoke the Lord by afflifting 
thofe that ficar him ; but Ceafe to do evil, learn to do- 
weti, and this will picafc the Lord, and is ittord accepr- 
able to him than all the Worihip tlUrt: Can be offered up 
to him without this. I have fent thee a little book, as a * 
token of nly love, defiringthee to perufe it ferioufly. O, 
do not etideavour to briiig me into fuch a condition as is 
there related. I have had greater light in the way 
info which the Lord hath led me, than this man had j 
and iQ that light I have feen that I ought not to (wear, 
• ' but 
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but tcJ give the yea and hay of truth, wWch cemcs 
from the Chfiftian nature, and is of far more certainty 
and aiKirante than fwearmg ) for the xnan that fwears 
may eafily l^eak his oath, but he tl^t keeps to the^ 
truth cannot alter his yea and nay, but it (lands in the 
txmh; and this our Lord and Matter hath fet above,, 
aod en the top of, and inftead of, fwearing; which if 
veihouid vary from and deny» we ibould deny hiss 
who hath taught us not to fwear. Indeed, if we h»4 
not learnt it of the Lord, and if it was not by. him re-^ 
quired of us, we (hould rather fwear than otberwifejr 
for we w;ouki very willingly give men fatisfeftion:ii> 
thofe particulars which they require us to fwear aboBti; 
Friend, God hath given thee an immortal foul^ md^ 
dbdi require of thee righteoufnefs towards thy fell6)^>r 
creatures^ and temperance and moderation of .ipirit^ 
aiid feniiblenefs of the judgment to come after thisJife,- 
Thou art ftricken in years, and thou ha(( buta.UttJe 
ttioment left remaining of thy time, and then it will te 
determined concerning thy foul, what or how i^ (kali' 
be for ever. Let the words of love, trurfi, and in- 
socency> ftefm me, prevail upon thee to be ferious, and 
to let in the fenfe and fesur of God upon thy heart* 
Thou ba(i fpent much time in fcrving. man, O, fpend a 
little iflt ferving and fearing God. There is fomeidijat 
which is put^ of God, appointed by him to cs^ercifc 
the confcience towards him* Thoa haft fnch a thing 
ncijir thee. O, that thou mightefi know it, and* be 
. joined to it ; for tilt then thou canft never, truly fcrve 
nor feir the Lord, bnt mayeft fpend thy .time here i» a 
vam ihow, and at laft hfe judged and condcnmed^liy-.thi?, 
Lordi, and lie down in eternal forrowj. which it is.ths 
defire of my heart may not be thy portion fTQ9i:,j^ 
hand of the Lord. ' .^- 

This is from a fufferer %';thee,. who never. gav6 = 
thee , the leaft caufe or j>rptocati6n • fo. to desdl ' 
with me- ^ .. . '/ : /' 

•.:•.. -■s:::.Xt.:r': 

- • ■. "■■■■■ ^ . ^ -. . , .,._ 

Friend, 
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fnend, ' ■' '• : • " " "■'_ 

Thou haft made fome profcffian of 
Truth, and at times come amongft us ; but- whether 
thou haft been changed thereby^ and been faithful to 
thit Lord in what has been made manifcft ta thee^' bo 
longs unto thee diligently to inquire, ^fherc is na 
fafc dallying with Truth. He that puts his hand to the 
plough, muft not look back at any thing of this world, j 
but take ^p the crofs and follow Chrift in the fingle* 
hearted obedience, hating father^ mother, goods, iand»^ 
wife, yea, all for his fake ; or he is not worthy of 
him. The good* band of the Lordtiis with his people^ 
and he blcffeth them both inwardly and outwardly ; 
and they that feek the kingdom of heaven, and the 
rightcoufncfs' thereof, in the firft place, have other 
things alfo added ; but they that negle^ the kingdom^ 
tend 2t6 unfaithful to Truths fccking the world before 
it, the hand of the Lord goes fbnh againft them, and 
they many times mifs of that alfo of the world that they 
feek and labour for. Tnith is honourable. O, uike 
heed of bringing a reproach upon it, by pretending to 
it and yet not being of it, in the pure fcnfc and obe- 
dience which it begets and brings forth in the hearts 
and lives of the faithful. But if any be carelefs and 
unfaithful to what they are convinced of, and fo for 
the prefent bring a reproach upon God's Truth,, which 
i« altogether innocent thereof ; die Lord, in his due 
time, will wipe off that reproach from his Truth and 
people \ but the forrow and burden Will liglit upon 
thcmfelves, which will be very bitter and heavy to 
th€m in the day that the Lord mall vifit them with his 
righteous judgments. 

O, confider rightly, and truly. It had been better for 
thee thou hadft never known Trutli, nor been direfted 
to the principle and path of righteoufnefs ; than after 
dirciHon thereto to turn from the holy commandments, 
and deny obedience to the righteous One. The Lord 
give thee true fenfc and repentance (if it be his holy 

- pleafure). 
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pleafurc), and raife thee out of this world's fpirit, to 
live to him in his own pure fpirit. It is cafy to profefs 
tmdmakea ihow of Tfui^» but hard to come into it. 
it is very hard to the earthly mind to part with that 
iRrhich niuft be parted with for it, before thfe fotl can 
come to poffefs and enjoy it. PrbfciEon of Truth, with- 
out the life and power, is but a flippery place, whicb 
inen may eifHy Hide from ; iiay, indeed, if men be not 
in the life and power, they can hatdly be kept from 
that which will ftain their profeffion. The Lcffd, who 
fcarcheth the htadrt, knows how it is with thee : O, con- 
fider thy ways and fear befbtfe hiihj and take heed of 
taking his name in vain, for he will not hold iiich 
guiliWs. 

I am^ in diis faith^ full and friendly tb thy foulj 
defiring its eternal welfare,, and that it may not 
for ever pcrilh ftx)m the prefence and power of 
the Lord* . -; 

I. pi 
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From y. Whitehead^ in Lincdtn Qc^^ 



Endeared Friend and Brother, ^ * 

THOU art very near me in that union. wMcb we 
enjoy with God, and one with another, in tho 
power of an endlefs.life ; into which, by the birth-right 
of an incorruptible feed, we are entered, and prefenred 
by the cyerlafting power of God ; of whofe nature it: 
is given u$ to partake ; againft which it is to lay hold 
on the things that are feen, or be mindfiil of thaic 
country of which we have turned our backs* For bc- 
caufe God bath loved us, and begotten, and formed ud 
for liimfelf, and keeps us by his nifghiy powdp,, wc 
Cannot depart fiTom him though enemies befet.us oHi 
every jidc with, threats and flatteries, and all the 
dcceivablenefs of unrighteoufnefs that their hearts can- 
invent; through all which we prefs forwards, and over 
ail obtain the viftory through the faith and paricnce. 
which God hath wrought, and will daily incrcafe in 
the hearts of all his tender lambs. And we (hall lie 
down iafciy in the virtue of endlefs love ; whilft they that 
have been, and they that now are, our enemies do fear. 
• V .. ■'■..': \ i.. ". ■' ^"' - ai^d 
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ajid hate 2ind;T gfi»d one another; \rhich, "with onr 
yearning bQwels of, pity to them, and praifes to the 
l\^m^.p£;lh^ iiordi; who iath; ever been our help and 
hiding-place, I caqnot hut mention. Surely the time is 
ftt<hand, in whicli God will clear our innoccncy, and 
pake JerufaJem a praife through the whole earth ; 
therefore. let pur b^'^^ts be ftaid upon him, and truft 
perfe^ly in him ; and -in- the frefti breathings of life 
npt^eafe to cry unto him, till he has accomplifhed 
that which is in his heart, and glorified his name over 
all hi^ enemies, which blafphcme it every day. 
. Dear brother, touching friends in thcfe parts, and 
in the county of York, I have not much to commwDJ^ 
fate J fave that I was releafed out of this prifon by 
Judge Twifden, and had my liberty for about fifteen 
weeks, in all which tioje I had a vf^ry good, fexvice for 
tlie Lord, moftly in the county of York, and this 
county of Lincoln, only I touched upon the county of 
Durham. Friends, generally, I left mqr^ clean, frefli, 
lively, and virtuous, than ever I knew them, fince the 
4^y oif their firft gathering, ^nd, to my great comfort, 
I daily hear that they fo continue;, and are in faith and 
patience ftrengthen^d to fuffer what man: can do, unto 
them. The Lord's care is oyer them, and dodi much 
reftrain man*s wTath. We are but eight prifoners 
here; four for^tythes, and myfclf and ot^r three 
becaufe we cannot fwear at alK The judge having 
fome tafte of my fpirit in a letter that I wrote to him, 
refiifed Jft Jlf^n pui; c^fe,i though we were committed to 
the affizes : I fuppofe, left we {hould have cleared our* 
fclves and the Truth, from the-many foul'ftSfealpcrfions 
that he call upon us in his charge, yet did be commit 
us till the next fcHions. 

At Durham, I hear, the mod of Friends was re- 
leafed, and moderately fined upon the new aft. At 
York near eighty were releafed, and about fifty-five 
left in prifon for tytlies, and fome indifted upon the 
new j^ft, but not tried; and three, to wit, John Levens, 
Samuel Poole, and Chriftopher Huttqn, the judge 

(thpugh 



(though 10 all rhc reft of his procccdteg^ he was mo- 
derate) did haftily run them imo a premunire, and 
gave fentence of imprifonmem during lifie, and lo& of 
all their lands and goods, againd them. 

Many meetings in Yorkfiiire have, lince the genfl|^ 
iraprifonment, remained undifturbed, and are ftill qiiiCT^ 
amongft which, ours in Holdcmefs is one, to which thei^ 
are many added. Friends in Hull arc deep fuffercrs^ 
but the Lord doth precioufly uphold them. Marmaduke 
Storr, and his wife, and divers other Holdemefe friends, 
have been lately here to vifit me, and defired their dear 
love might be remembered to thee. My dear wife 
' bring veryfick at prefent, defures her dear love to thee 
may be mentioned. My heart is much enlarged to all 
friends that way, and at Colchefter and Coggefliall, a$ 
thou haft opportunity, dearly remember mc to tliem^ 
to whom I am known in that fpirit which begets unto 
God^ I received a letter from thee when I was laft ia 

Srifon here, which I forbore to anfwer, not knowing 
dw to fend. If this comes to thy hand let me know 
(thou may fend to dear Richard Davies, in London, 
for mc, and he can fend hither every week), fo fhall 1 
be the more encouraged to write to thee again a$ I 
have drawings or occafions. 

So, in the name of the Lord, I reft thy loving 
friend and brother, 

JOHN WHITEHEAD. 

• Lif jcoln Calle, 
the I jtk xtf the i6lk idQD^, }66i^ 
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^ MISCEtLAKXPUS 

' From Edward Burroughs 4n Newgaie. 
Dear, and beloved Friends, 

Hgp The lively remembrance of you dwells 

■hirays with me, praying for the increafe of peace and 
bleffings to you from the Father. I kaow you have 
leaned. Chirift, and are acquainted with the touclungs 
of his grace and fpirit, which lead's you into all Trutb, 
and is a comforter unto you in all conditions, which is 
prefent in you, and with you in all times and places: 
ev^n the Spirit of the holy God^ which is- given you 
becaufe you are children of him, who is God blefled 
over all 

Dearly beloved, my heart is filled with fervent love 
towards you at this time ) and the living feofe of the 
Lord's fuffering people refts upon my ipirit, with the 
dear embraces and falutations in the fame love with 
which I. am loved of Chrift Jefus my Lord, ^hom.I 
hope ye havefo learned as never to deny his name and 
Truth. I am perftaded, concerning you, that the 
grcateft of tribulations, affli^ions, ana fufFerings, or 
. perfecutions, can never move or (hake your hope and 
confidence in" God ; nor feparate you from the love, 
life, and peace, which many of you have had large 
manifeftations of, and fome the allured • pofleffion of 
for evermore. And I hope nothing can feparate you 
from that love which is of God,' nor divide you from 
!t, into t^e abfenoe of the Father's prefence, which is 
full of joy and peace. Nothing, I lay, can berable to 
break our fellowfliip with the Lord ^., but that hth 
ours and we are his, whatfoever tranfaftions of tribu- 
lations may pafs upon our outward man. I write unto 
the faithful, and I need not fay to you ' Know the Lord ; ' 
but I may fay. Stand faft, and give yourfelves to be de- 
ftroyed, rather than to renounce or deny Chrift before 
ftien, or to ceafe from the cxercife of your pure con- 
fqcBces, in what his holy Spirit perfuades your liearts 
of Ihc verity of. 

Friends 
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iFnends licre afe generally Well in the Inward an^ 
'outward man, and the prefehcc of the Lord ij manifeft 
Svith us, through great trials and fore affliftions,.an4 
gri^vpus persecutions which we have met withal liji 
laft half year ; it would be large to relate, and pierciBf 
of your hearts to hear, the violence tn,d cracky wJii^ 
Friends have fuiFcred in this city in their meetings and 
in prifons ; it hath been very hard to bear the per- 
fecutioris inflifted every way, though the Lord hath 
given ftrength and boldnefs, and his power alone hath 
carried through, clfc many would have fitinted and not 
been able to ftand. Many have given up their lives in 
faithfuUiefr in this place ; and their faithfulnefs in keep- 
ing meetings, and in patiently enduring many cfudi 
iexercifes, is a crown upon Friends in this city. There 
TATt now two hundred and fifty of us prifoners in New- 
gate, BTidcwell, Southwark, and New Prifoo. In 
iJewgate we are extremely thronged, that if the mercy 
k>i toe Lord had not prefervcd iw, we cofild not have 
jiendured* There are near or^e hundred in one room 1ft 
the cotnmbn fide, atoongft felons, and their fufferiwgs 
«rc great, but the Lord fupports. For about fix weeks 
time faeetitigs were genoMilly quiet in the city, biit 
riiefe laft three weeks they have fallen oh more vio- 
lently than ever, and impriibned many Friends, as alfo 
jnany Bapt^s ; yet througii aH this. Truth is (rf a good 
f-eport, aiid Ac nobility of it gains piace in many 
l>eart8, which are opened in pity aiid compaffion to- 
wards innocent fufferers ; and many are affefted with 
iQur great affliAions, and truth is increafcd through all 
trials, ilere hath lately been ji great talk and noifc 
libout a piot ; what trmn there is in ic I know not, but 
It bath revived their violence towards Friends, though 
Iprc are clear and innocent from all fuch things, who 
areapeop4e that love truth and peace, and the good 
43f'all men, and quietnefs with all; and the Lord Will 
<kliver »s, in bis feafon, from all our affliftions, though 
not in fuch a way as by the arm of flefb, for our truft is 
in the-L^rd and not in man ; and we defu-e the fame 

G fpirit 
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<piritr!iiay dwell and abide in you alfo, tjiat you may 

^c lik^-jninded with us, and wc all of the mind of 

Chrift, whofeeks men's felvation and not their de^ 

ftniftion. 

m EDWARD BUkROUGH. 

Newgate, 9th of 9th Months 1662. 
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from 5. Cri/f^ at Awjlerdam* 

Dealy beloved friends, brethren and ffters 
in the everlafting covenant of life, which is made mani- 
feft through Jefus Ghrift oiir Lord, by whom we feaVt 
attaiticd to the ancient fellowfliip and dominion of the 
faints, -ahd holy brethren of old, in the eternal gofpd 
of peace, aiid in the fenfe and feeling of an endleft life, 
which is One in you and in me; in which fellowfliip I 
am drawn forth in the moft dear and precious love of 
oui* heavenly Father, to falutc you with this falutatioti 
of love, as a ttieafure of the daily overflowings of pure 
love, which I daily feel towards you, whofc remem-. 
brance, doubtlefs, is fweet to me in a far remote eoun*- 
try ; and cfpecially when I behold how the Lord hath 
blcffed you, and hath faid unto his feed, multiply and 
profper ; and it is fo, beyond all the countries round 
about you. Well, this is the Lord*s doing,* and tte 
glory Ihall be his for even 

And now, my dearly beloved, feeing that your gather- 
ing, prefervation, and growth, is of the Lord, how ought 
-every one to behave himfelf as the fervant of Cod, in 
faithfulncfs unto that holy gift of his. grace, by wljdci 
you are what you are, at this day ; and the more dfpe^ 
cially by how much you fee the wiles and (ubtleties trf 
the enemy, who defires ta fcatter you; Wherefore in 
the everlafting truth, this I fay unto you all, watch aii<d 
wait to feel your minds ftaid in that which is weighty: 
that is the wheats the good feed^ and whois ia-it winSls 

doth 



^oth nw remove them ; but the chisiff ^31* btf drivcii 
liithcr and thither, with winds of doftrin^ of men, and 
with tradition ; and this is the mind and fpirit that hatH 
not part in the aneient truth, and is not fatisfied with it } 
that fecks out or choofcth to itfclf new and changeable 
things ; and againft this all watch and keep the do« 
minion, in the power of God over it and all its ways. 
And forafmuch as ye know it was the love of God by 
which yc wert gathered, dwell ye in love one with 
another, and let it abound in vour hearts, that fo you 
may bear the exprefs image ox him that hath begotten 
you, and thereby many may be yet gathered unto you. 
;. , And as concerning you, my dear brethren and fifters, 
who are grown up in the garden of God's delight, and 
walk as in the day-light of his prefence, and in his ftrengh 

,and courage with which he hath armed you ; your joy 
is full in the Lord, and forrow is fled from your hearts : 
ycl bear me a little in this matter ; O, forget not the 
travail of the nighj, and the footileps of th? former 
darknefs ; in which we mourned for our beloved, and 

.fought him with tears and broken . hearts ; that fo ia 

^he remembrance of thofe things,, ye naay always be 
ready to fympathize with the poor, and with the de- 

jefted in fpirit, whofe day of darknefs, gloominefs, and 

.forrows^ is but now. O, my friends, they are exceeding 
near me, and my heart is deeply affefted with their con- 
dition. O, go down with thena into the hojjfe of mourn- 
ing, and bear with them in their bitter lamentation j 
help them in the day of their travail, in the fame coni- 
pajflfion whereby we are helped. . Be je tender to fuch 
whpm God hath made tender, fo {kail their fouls come 
jup from the^d^d, and ftand forth in the power of the 

^Lordj and blefs you. : And, friends, dwell in wifdon^ 
and in the diicerning an^ judgment of the fpirit of God, 
that fo you that are ftrong, may be always inftrufted 
«aw to ufc your flrcqgth againft fuch as are ftrong, but 
not in the Lord ; for fuch,/ though never fo fiubborn, 
ihall be humbled, and the power is with you that ftiall 
do it ; but ttc fimple and upright foul, thovigh never fo 

. G% weak, 



|i[rcak> bfcar up itr your arms, and nourilh with the milk 
of the ^ord, which is your daily fupport. 
' Finally, brethren-, this is the breathing of my life 
flaily cm your behalf ; that in all things yc ttiay approve 
5roilrfelve$ the fervants of God, and onie of another,; in 
Aic free fpirit of righteoufnefs atid peace ; that fo the 
dominion which ye have obtained through faith and 
jpaticflce, ye may ftitt keep and hoH m the name and 
^wer of the Lord God; over all powers and fpiritii 
%hatfoever, that are not of this holy and heavenly fel- 
IbWlhip, i'n the free fpirit of jpeace aiid brotherly love, 
Whether tlicy appear as open enemies, ot pretended 
friends, to the Truth ; that none of you may todved 
%itfo fear of the one. Or be deceived, entangled, or 
*i'cfiled by the other ; but rtitiy grow and profper in the 
Mobility of thtit holy royal feed Which n'evcr botv'ed to 
ideceit-, nor to the unrighteoufnefs that is in the world j 
%ut was, and is, and is to come, a judge, 2Cnd tx)ndemner 
"bf it alii Aftdj de^i" friends, be diHg<^t in every thing 
%Mch the light hath (hewed you to be the tvork of God, 
%ii4 required of you in this your day ; and let not hike- 
wannnefe enter upon any of you, for that is loathfome to 
the Lord ; but with diligence meet together, and with dili- 
i gence wait to feel the Lord God to arife, to fcatterand 
expel all that which is the caufe of leannefs and barren- 
Tiefs upon any foiul ; for it is the Lord muft do it, and 
% he will be waited upon in fmcerity and fervency of fpirit ; 
1 and fuch feel the LdtA neat at hafnd, while unto others 
I he is as ooie afar of. And let charity and bowels of com- 
I paffion a:bound among you, as becometh the gofpel of 
I our Lord Jefus Chrift ; and let none be hafty to utter 
I words, though manifcft in the light in which ye wait 
I tapcmthe Lord; bm ffillwait in ^lence, to know the 
I power woricing in ycm to bring forth the words, in- the 
; miniftration of the eternal veor d of life to anfwer the 
, Fife in all ; and if this be not known, retain in yotir 
\ veffels what is menifeft unto you, and it ftiall be as 
; "bread in thine own houfe. He that hath ati ear let him 
' •hear! .' . " ■ '• - ' ■•' "^ -- ■ - • •• ■'■' 

Dearly 



- fjcarly beloved, in that which is cveriafliiigf dwcil an4 
abide ftedfaft ; fo fliall yc ali grow and flourifli ae the 
bldfed plants of the Lord, and men ihall fee chat yi 
are fruitful, and glorify your Father which is in heaven ) 
who hath been, and is, the hufbandman to whom my 
foul freely commits you ail^r^by him to be taught and led 
to the finifliing your courfe with joy, and to die glory 
of his great and precious name, which he hath m^a 
known among you. 

God Almighty preferve you, and keep you faithftil^ 
frefla, and i^ing, in a fenfc of his continual watering* 
5md bJeffmgs ; that ye may delight in him, and he may 
yet ddight to do you good. 

This U. the fupplicatloa of jne, ypur dear friend aQ4 
brother, in the covenant of an everlaftiag hror 
therhood ; with ali who know the generation of 
the righteous feed, which is but one, and hath 
one name, which none knows but he that hatl^ 
it. 



S, CRISP, 



^ip*er4am^ the loth of the jd Month, 1663. 
Old Stilc. 



From S. Crs/pj at Amjl^rdam^ 

Dear Friend, 

In thg^t cnde5u?ed Jpye wWch doth con- 
^/tandy flow forth in our hearts one towards another, 
7^0 I dearly lalupe th,ee, wifth thine vand my dear wive^ 
^nd families. Dear heart, I intend brevity ki say paiti* 
jjcular writing to thce at prefoit, intending foiraethiisi^ 
lelfe in this paper j only I jfcall give theq anid friends \s^ 
lindcriUnd, ^\ tb« i^ufe of py wrrying jn this pw 
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fo long, 'is hy rcafon of our daily expeftation of Willfaift 
Caton, whom, if it may be, I would gladly fpeak with* 
here at his own houfe y and then I, with T. H. do- in- 
tend for Rotterdam, and fo for England, by the firfl: 
opportunity. But time being fo far fpent, I have hopes 
to fee thee here before I go, with thy wife, of which 
thou raayeft hint a word, per next, to W. W. Friends 
here arc well ; meetings quiet ; and divers ftrangers 
come to meetings. Laft firft-day were two Germans, 
a Lutheran prieft, &c. The fourth-day^ before, was a 
nun, and another Roman Catholic, and divers miniftcrs. 
Tell tny 4car Dorothy, that I intend next poft,- to 
write to her; or by Fecham, if he come. T. H. re- 
members his love to thee, and friends. 5o in the love 
and fellpwfhip of life, which is durable ahdnuchaiigfeaible, 
I reft with thee. 
' FarcweL 

S. CRISP. 

Axniler4am, the |^th Day of the 2d Moxith* 1663. 

One thing I had foi::gpt tp acquaint thee with ; two 
days ago arrived here, two or thee Friends, who hj 
they were banifhed from Dantzick. 



From W. Catm^ in Tarmouth Common GapL ■ 



My dearly beloved Friends, ' 

Who are fenfible of the breathings of 
life in ypurfelyes, and of the power of the evcriaftiiig 
gofpel of peace; my unfeigned brotherly love 'flows 
forth unto you, from the immortal life, which the 6bd 
of my life bath ipanifeftcd in my mortaW>ody ;• and wkh 

the 
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ihc {kkttidon of this my real love, do J -^ect you allj^ 
^whora God hath called and chofcn in thcfe perilous times, 
to be a peculiar people unto himfelf, to fliew forth his 
|M-aife, and not yovu- own 5 to declare his wondrous works, 
add not your own ; to get honour and renown unto 
him in the earth, and not unto yourfelves : for he hatt 
bought you with a price, therefore are you not your 
own } and he hath redeemed you from the corrupti- 
ble,^ by that which is incorruptible ; and therefore 
how fhould you continue in that which is corruptible, 
to the fatisfying your wills, and the wills of corruptible 
jnen, who are in the corruptible and ijnconyerted 
cftate; fulfilling their own wills, fhewing fonh their own . 
praife, declaring their own works, admiring and wor^ ; 
fhipping of them, and getting honour and renown unto | 
themfelves in the earth ; honouring, regarding, and ^^ 
ferving the creature, more than the Creator ; even as 
we in the time of ignorance have done, before the re- 
demption (before mentioned) was witnefTcd, or thp . 
cleftion known, which now many are made witneffe^ 
of; glory be unto the Moft High for evermore ! 

Wherefore, friends^ anfwer ye the Lord's end in 

. .calling of you, and his end in purchafmg of you, and 

his end in redeeming of you ; which may be anfwered 

by your faithfulnefs unto the Lord, and in fo doing • 

every one will have his reward with him ; for every 

one that anfwers the Lord's end for which the Lord 

called him, comes to enjoy 'Ksprefenee, comes to b^ 

filled with love, life, joy, and peace; and fuch do 

really fhew forth his praife, and declare his wondrous 

works, 'to the bringiiig of honour and renown unto 

him, and not unto themfelves. But they that are un-r 

jfaithful and difobedieat (though calledX they do not 

anfwer the end for which they were caHcd ; aftd there- 

V /ore the Lord doth not fo: reward them, throygh hrs 

, dwdjing with them, through filling them with love, 

life, joy, and peace, as he rewards the others that are 

p faithful. Oa the contrary, they who are called, and 

, ^rc iH)t fa^fefid (fo as to aijfwer th^ cud fot which they 

G j^ ^crf 
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were called), they, 1 fay, are filled with formw. and 
iiubelrefa with trouble and anguifli ; and coudemnatioa 
purfues them from that which called the»i, which th^j 
being uniaithful to, it minifters not coafolation, buf 
condemnation j it fpeaks not peace, but want. 
' And this being always prefent with them, to puf 
liem in mind of their negleft, of their unfaithfnlnefs, 
of their difob^dience, and of their unworthinefs, they 
are always difquietcd in themfelves 5 and . in fuch the 
murmurer and unbeliever hath place ; and fuch are very 
unfitting to bear crofles, trials, and fufFerings, for all 
thefe will add to the trouble which they were before 
poJTeiFed withal : fo that very many inconveniencies dq 
enfue, where the end for which God called a people 
is not anfwercd by them that are called. Therefore, 
kny dearly beloved friends, be mindful not only of the 
end for which you are called, but qf anfwering the 
fame, that the Lord's delight may be to do goo4 nnt« 
you, who are his peculiar treafure. And live all in 
nis eternal power and fpirit, that you may know the 
Xiord, and his eternal Truth to be on ypur fide, whep 
iurious men rife up againft you ; then you need not be 
afraid what they can do unto you : for hath not the 
jLord oftentimes already, fufiercd many of you to be 
tried through the fury of the wicked, which at fundry 
times haih been high againft you; but bow hath the 
Lord turned it backward, and rellrained it, even, to 
your admiration : and hath not the Lord's end in this 
been to engage you (through his infinite mercy) h 
much the more unto him ; who oftentimes fuffers tl>e 
fury of the ungodly to break forth a little, yet not for 
the deftroying, but for the trying of his people. And how 
^ear hand have we found him unto us (even as a rock 
of defence to fly unioj, in our greatcft ftraitsj difficultaca, 
and temptations ; and what free accefs have we had 
unto him, through. his eternal fpirit in ourfelves, when 
by gaols, houles of correftion, forjce of arms, or the 
like, we have been hindered from having accefs one 
unto another, or from meeting together iu t^l'ipmward.; 

vet 



yot 4>ythofe things. before niGntioncd, vie coidd not b# 
hiadered from meeting together in the Lord, I mean in 
the eternal Spirit; and having the teftiraony gf the 
ipirit of the Lord in ourfclvcs, that we had anfwcrcd 
his end in calling us, in that we had. faithfully fticwn 
forth his praifc, and brought honour and renown 
unio. hif name upon- earth. O, wh^tt joy and peace did 
that bring into our fouls; and how did we rejoice in ih? 
J:.ord, when he covered' our heads as in the day of 
battle, even until the fury of the wicked came to be 
fth^ated. So often, you know, we have fccn the emi. 
nent hand of our God ftretched out for our deliverance^ 
vhich hath hitherto preferved us to our great admi* 
ration. 

And forafmuch as that in thcfe perilous times, we 
cannot well ferve our God in that way in wliich he rcw 
quires us to walk, without being in jeopardy of bonds 
^nd.imprifonments, or to have other fufferin^^s impofcd 
iipon us, by reafon of our meeting' together to wait 
upon the Lord ; it doth fo much the more concern 
lis, to feel the drawings of our God by his eternal 
jSpirit, to our meetings, that when we are met, we 
may (q much the more enjoy his prefence, to the 
rcfrefliment of our fouls: and then if we fuffer for 
.waiting upon him, he will not leave us comfortlefs in that 
fufF»^ring ; and this is the word of Truth unto you : 
neither will it be grievous to us, whilft we keep in that 
through which we enjoyed him in our meetings, for in 
that may we enjoy him in our fuffering. And th^n it 
will be better to be one day in prifpn with the Lord, 
than a thoufand elfewherc without the enjoyment of 
his prefence ; in which we have found (as you know) 
much joy and peace, much comfort and confolation ; 
and therefore have we caufe to haz;^fd our Uberty 
through keeping our meetings, though we be ac-^ 
counted offenders by many, for fo doing 5 rather than, 
through the neglefting them, we Ihould become offenders 
ia tlic fight of tjie Lord ; through whofe mercy we are 
com^ to kqow the bo^e^ of them, tq ^ cQd that w<e 

might 
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ittight pri^c and frequent them, and not flight nor ws 
^left them : for it is certain, if we negleft them, we 
&a!I not reap any benefit by them ; but if we frequcm 
ihcm, according to the manner of the faithful, then 
will the Lord be with us, and among us, in them ; and 
then his end in bringing us into the prafticc of fuch 
meetings, will be anfwered, to his glory, and to our 
xoJirfort. 

,7 Again, as concerning fwearing ; what was the Lord^s 
tend in giving us to fee the evil of this ? Was it not 
-tha^t we ihould keep clear of it, and bear our faithfal 
leftimouy againft it, as againft a hurtful evil, which fe 
rdhe&iy contrary to the doftrine of Chrift ? And, fcetog 
we have known the terrors of the Lord God againft 
this evil, and have therefore perfuaded ot;hers from it 4 
fcow can we in any wife confent to do it, though wc 
ihould lofc our liberties and eftates: for furely the 
I^rd bad an end in convincing us of it, and irvfhctying 
us the evil of it ; and if we keep clear of it, and bear a 
faithful teftimony againft it unto the end, then the Lord*« 
end, in convincing us of the evil of it, will be anfwered, 
who knew before what would c;ome upon us, by reafon 
of this teftimony. And if God had not fuffered this 
as a Ifaare in the hand of our enemies, there would have 
been fomething elfe ; as there are befides many things 
which they taJce up as occaficxis againft us, as covers 
for' their wickcdnefs. And thefe things are not without 
the Lord^s permiffion, who will try his jewels, as g;pld 
that is fevcn times purified ; and the more we^^keep 
our confcienccs void of offence towards him and- man j^ 
the more preciovis we (hall be in his fight : b^t if we 

. fliould love our liberties, our eftates, or lives, more than 
him who hath faid ^f Swear not at all,**^ and for the 
faving of thtfe, ftiould fwear contrary 10 his com^uami; 

. we {hould not only negleft anfwering his end in forbkJ- 
ding of it, but incur his difpleafure againft^ us; and 
whilft through doing that which he forbids^ wc might 
think to favc our liberties, eftates, and lives, we 
wight even in a moment lofc them all ; for wc know 

they 
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tftiey^rc uncertain; Therefore lefiw zhf^erxhe Lord-i 
^tid in (hewing us the evil of tliis alfo ; and in being 
faithfiil in this, and in all other things, we Ihall find Kfc^ 
riches, and liberty, which the; world can neither give 
us nor take from us. 

Again, friends, as to your returning to the fteeple- 
houfcs, utito which fome would force you ai this day, 
alas ! ftiall not he that fntcth in the heavens, laugh 
at their folly : for dotb not th€ leaft among you know, 
that that was not the Lord's eild in bringing you cot 
bf thetn (I mean that you fhould return to ihcm again)? 
Neither needed* you to have fuffered upon this account, 
1>y that generation that continues in them, if God had 
iiot determined to have called you out of them, and that 
by your fufferings, which come upon you for not re- 
pairing to them. Neverthelefs, if you would rather 
'ahfwer your adverfaries wilts, by returning to them 
iigain, thati the Lord's end in calling you out of them; 
then you might fuddenly free yourfelves from fuffcring 
iipoh this account. But I doubt not you arc other- 
/Wife minded, yea refolved to aiifwer the Lord's end in 
his calling you out of them ; notwithftanding your ene- 
mies prefent threatening, forcing, and compelling, which 
h not of, from, by, nor through, the fpirit of the 
Lord God ; and therefore, with patience muft you bear 
what the Lord fufFers to come upon you on this ac- 
count ; fpr I teftify to you, it is not for the deftroying 
of any, though it may tend to the proving of many.* 
' Wherefore, my dear friends^ let none be difcourage4 
or terrified at what the Lord fuffers t6 come upon you ; 
by reafon of your meetings, by reafon of your not 
fwearing, by reafon of your not going to their publick 
"worfliip, or by reafon of any other particular thing, re- 
lating to the truth of our God: for whilft fufferings 
•come upon you only by reafon of the Truth, you need 
not be aftianicd of it, neither will the Lord leave you 
comforilefs in it ; for he is ready to fuccour fuch, as 
for cohfcience-fake fujSfer by reafon of thcfc things, 
- ^ • ' . even 
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^vcn as thoufands who have found it bjr experience caiv 
teftify. . . 

In the mean time comfort ye one another in the 
bowels of love, and be ye tender a&ftionated one to 
another, and regard not the prefent threatenings of men, 
nor look not at your prefent tribulations ; but regard 
the truth in yourfelves, and look unto the Lord, and 
hear what he fayeth ; and if he fpeak peace, be not yc 
troubled, though man fpeak and prepare w<ir againfl: 
you ; but hold ye always fail the word of God's power 
and patience, which is able to preferve and keep you 
in ail your fufferings and tribulations, even unto the 
(day of falvation. And unto this do I commit you all,, 
my dearly beloved friends, as unto that which is able 
to favq you all to the utmoft. So the peace and blefling 
of th^ Almighty J be with, upon, and tunong ypu ^1, 
for evermore ! 

I fuppofe many of you have heard of my bond ; how 
that after God, of his mercy, had delivered me out of 
a mighty violent ftorm at fea, I was cafl in here; where 
"they in authority have fliewn themfelvcs to be worfc to 
me and the friends with me, than the barbarous peoplf 
of Melita were to Paul, and them that were with him } 
who fliewed them no fmall kindnefs, for they receive^ 
find lodged theipcourteoufly ; but thefe that arc called 
Chriftians, (hewed themfelvcs .far from courteous, 19 
that they broke up our meeting with many fQldierjs^ 
and afterwards committed us to prifon ; and inftea-d of 
Shewing us much kindnefs, they have been fo. cruel to 
%x% as that fometimes it was difficult for uS:to g^t Wfitei* 
mid bread. 

.. Howbeit the Lord is with as, and their cruelty hadSj 
.been little to us j fior w^ know that our God will,c^in his 
;own due time, deliver u^;Out of their hands, when our 
.teftimony is fufficiently borne. Of this I am-veryfcnJiWfiip 
;that with the bapfifm of fufterings under tbk fpiri^ pf 
.pcrfecution in the nation, many are tp be baptised mK9 
jhc.fcllpwfl^p yo£:tJ^.go/flel,,^jtb thf febte k» lig^t« 
: : ' ' a«4- 



and bJeflfed and thrice happy are they, and wilt they be, 
that continue faithful unto the end, for they flisill be 
Caved* ' 

Farewel in the Lord, in whom I remain your dear 
friend and brother, 

WILLIAM CATON. 

%t My feilow prifoners fahuc you all. 
Yarmouth Con|i2XM)o Gaol> 14th of the Sth Months i66^t 



Trom Robert Barclay ^ to Elizabeth^ Princcfs 'PalaiinB\ 
of the Rhine. 

Dear Friend, 

' • By letter I am informed of the frien<fs 

'being with thee ; and was refrefhed by the account they 
gave me, of thy^ kind and Chriftiaii*tntenainmcnt of 
them (they having overtaken me in Holland). God 
%ill not be wanting to reward thy love, as well as to 
increafe the fame. Finding no ready paffage ftraiglrt 
to Scotland, I came over here ; and albeit I had no 
great expeftation of fuccefe, I refolvcd once more to 
tiy tl^ coufin the Diike of York. I told him that 
I utiderftood from Scotland, that notwithftanding Laii- 
'derdale was there, amd had promifed, ere be went, to 
do fomethmg, yet otir frieiids bonds were rather ih- 
-ci^fed ; and that now there was xMily one thing to be 
"done^ which I defired of hitftj aetid that was, to write 
iciFeaually to the Duke of Lauderdale, in thkt ftyle 
Wherein Lauderdale might underftatid that he was fcrt- 
ous in the bufinefs, and did really intend the thing, he 
did write conccrnmg, ihould t^kc effeft; which Iknew 
' .he 
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he might dOj- wdl fuppofed the other nught infwerj 
:¥rhieh if hq would do, I mufl acknowledge as a great 
kioduefs ; but if he did write and not in that manner^ 
fo that the other might not fuppofe him to be fcrious, 
I would rather he would excufe himfelf the trouble ; 
defiring withal to excufe my plain manner of dealing, 
as being different from the court way of foliciting : all 
Which he feemed to take in good part, and faid he would 
fo write as I defired, for ray father and me,* but not- 
for the general. So he hath given me a letter : 'whether 
it may prove effeftual or not, I cannot determine, fcut 
of this thou mayefl hear hereafter. 

What thou writes of the counfellor of the Eleftor^ 
and the other preachers, is very acceptable tome to 
hear; whofc joy it is to underftand, that the. eyes of any 
axe opened to fee the Truth as it is in this day revealed ; 
as it would be much more to hear, that any came into 
that univerfal obedience which the Jife and power therc^ 
of leads to ; which life and power, .as it is felt .in the 
inward part, is more than all the words that can fee fpo- 
ken ; of which I know thou haft, at fometimes, not been 
infenftble : and therefore my foul's defure for thee is, thsit 
thou mayefl mo»e and more come out of all that which 
cumbers, to feel this virtue of truth, to operate in and 
. redeem tliyJoul, from all the difficulties that do or may 
j^ttend thee; which, in the nature of it, it is powerful to 
do, albeit thy temptations were both greater and more 
numerous than they are; if received by thee in-tlic.Ioyc 
of it, and with a heart fully refigned to obey it in aU ita 
requirings ; without cojifulting with flefli and blood, or 
turning by the plain and fimple leadings thereof, by 
wife and fleflily reafonings ; which will never admit qf 
the government «yad rule of the crofs of Chrift, as thoii 
well knows, and will not refufe to ackno\^iedge ; zr^ 
therefore art the more concerned, to watch agajufl it isk 
. thy own particular, as I hope in meafure thou daft. . 

. Thou may make mention of my dear and tender love 
to Anna, whole fcrvant, as alfo the French wonaa^, 
V fprget not ; to Anna t thionght to jliave writt^a fepa-r 

ratcly^ 
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irately, but muft now leave it till anothser opp(»ftmit)C 
If thou feeft mta: to falute the €Ounfellor of the EJcftor 
in my name, thou., mayefl do it ; I ihail add no mbrc^ 
but that I am thy real and unfeigned friend, 

ROBERT BARCLAY. 

Theobald's^ near London, rzth of the 7tk Montli, 1677* 



From yohn Claus^ at Ainfterdam^ 

G. D. N. 

Dearly beloved friend, who I dearly cfteem, 
in a fenfe of that honour which the Lord hath endued 
ihec with, through thy faithfulnefs and fubmiiEon xo 
the heavenly gift ; having become willing for the fervice 
of the raoft bleffed Truth of our God, to offer up thy- 
felf and thine : and therein, at this prefent, is my greets 
ing to thee, dear friend, knowing thy fincere, hearty 
love, which thou for a long time hall (hewn towards 
me. My heart is therefore opened a little t6 eafe it- 
felf, as in thy bofom, of a weight that I have for fome- 
time bore, and which is now of late not removed, but 
Remarkably increafed ; and not being free to bear it any 
longer in filence, as fearing I (hould do amifs, I now^ 
intend to open my heart before thee as a child ; and 
that the more as thou hafl fa nigh thee our dear friend 
S. C. that you may together advife me^ according to the 
counfel of the Lord that may be in your hearts. ^ 

Dear Gertruyd, the love of God {in confiderdtion 
df his^ork, which he has wrought in and for me) being' 
feed abroad in my heart j I have in the fame long fincc 
felt inward defires, that his life and power in its do- 
minion, might break through, and fpread on theeardiy 
fbr that the fame is worthy to reign over all. And a 
longing have I often felt, after the day of its further 
b^fakifig forth j but the way in which it fjiould be,^! 
: .: - ^ knew 
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knew not ; but a hope was in lixy Iieafi, that t^c Lot^S 
'by, his judgitients (hduld vifit the nations, and in fudh 
<a manner as, through the baptifm of Jefus Chrift, thcj 

ftiould be cleanfed and fanftified. ' * 

- Now in rhis^ expe£bition I have found it- to he xaf 
*dutjr, to wait 'diligently on the Lord, that I alfo, at 
leaft in a fmall meafure, ^^eordlug toddle cajxapty^^at 
God hath given me, might help forward his work in 
the earth. lii this watchfulaefs and diligence many 
times I have feh heavenly refreiliment ; relifliing and 
tafting of the fruit of Canaan's Lmd^ tlut makes the 
heart glad ks with new wine, efpecially in my laft jouft- 
ney in Germany, with dear W. P. wh^r^by ipy. hear/: 
was overcome with a love and zeal for the truth of 
^od, which hath brought all temporal things which. the 
Lord hath given me, as under my feet ; and a wac<Ji* 
fulnefs was in my heart, that none of them inight in 
the leaft meafure, quench the movings of God m my 
foul: and at tbcfe times 1 was conftantly as overflii 
dowcd with the heavenly life afid power, whereby- my 
mouth was likewife a little 6pened, in a heavenly auijuik 
rity, to teftify of* his work and truth ; and I was ei* 
ceeding glad to fee the glory of God to refl upon.tbe 
I'riends at Arafterdam, &c. as they waifed upon hiffi 
with diligence and faithfulnefs to the gift of God^ h» a 
crofs to their o^fm wills. And I hoped to feel the fe^llc 
tneafure of life that I tl>en .ielt, always, yeu. mofe aQ4 
more'> when I fl:iould retura home ; for I thca fek-.ijt 
fiiould have ftood ka an aivthonty.to cou-iifdi . ^thjSM^ 
that had" need to be diligent, ai^d to regard. the gift of 
God ; thereby to find, not owly the faivation arid pea^ 
of God to their own fotik, but yl<»ewtfe to be<?or»^.ii| 
livitig inftruments ih.the hand of the I^ord, as* Arft. fruits 
•to him in this land, to'fpread forth his p«^aife amongthe 
^ftartioftS that feek after hife. . But although t have hi 
tendcrncfs waited, always to retain that fehfe, yet cou'M 
not } and not feeii>g that I hate, fince that trnie^ dcfited 
my hands with any thirig, ot dflfendcd the Lord, I 
-ws^^cemteQtdd io let a fmafler^ portion from the haad ©f 

the 
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the Lord fatisfy me ; and diHgently waiting on the 
Lord, that I might feel his living and inftrufting pre- 
fencej it hath happened, that as I have fat in the 
meeting, with delires ifter the profperity of God's 
Truth, fomething now and then has arofe in my heart, 
by way of tejflimony to the meeting ; which, if I had 
flood in the fame meafure of the authority of life, that 
I had felt in my journey, I ftiould have been able to. 
have fpoken boldly : but now it was furrounded with 
many reafonings and fears, which might be too tedious 
to relate ;■ whereby, from time to time, by how much 
more powerful the conftraint was, for that to come 
forth, which arofe in my heart, by fo much the more 
powerfully was it, through fears and reafouings, kept 
back : which is to this time remaining, and which truly 
makes my labour hard ; and (I muft fay it) makes me. 
fometimes even wi(h the meeting was ended,, or that I was 
fomewhere in a comer, that with tears and weeping, I 
might fomewhat eafe myfelf: whereas before my jour- 
ney, I could fit down in the meeting, and wait upon the 
Lord, to receive the daily bread of life, eating of the 
fame, and being refrefhed, infomuch, that in filence I 
could delight myfclf as in fatnefs, and no time of meeting 
fcemed too long. 

I write this in the prefence of the Lord, and with 
tears ; therefore, dear iriends, the Lord give you a word 
of counfel to me, and let me fo receive it, as that I may get 
over that which is not right ; whether it may be a for- 
ward part in me, or a part that is too backward, fearful, 
and looking out : that fo if it plcafe the Lord, I may not 
go on thus long ; but that the cloud which is upon my, 
mind in this matter^ may quickly vanifli, and I may fol- 
low the clear light, without any clouds in the way. 
So dear Genruyd and dear Stephen, with defire 

to receive a letter from you, I conclude, in dear 

love to you, your fincerc friend, 

. JOHN GLAUS. 

(Tfanflated from the Dutch). 

H " T¥om 
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From S. Crijp to Jo. R. 

Friend Jo. R. 

! AM forry I have the ptefent t>cciafictt' 
of writing to thte, sfthf t^ould have forctrorn, if a nccef- 
fity had not betfi upoii ttc for the Truth^s fake, ajid for 
thine ; for I have a deefp fenfe of thy dattgcr, and that 
thou art ih the iK^y to diflionouf thy tcftrmomy ^ for I 
am iirfbrmcd by fevtral \rtio love thee weH, tnat Aey 
belike thou art rtrti into abott three hundi'cdpovmd^ 
debt, to fet thyfelf up a$ a p?ublick ftiop-fceeper. Whether 
dhlfcy have dealt with thee about ?t or no, I know tiat ; 
but alas, Johti, what is the rife and fpring of this, antf 
what will the ffllie be ? Sink down hro that wferch givej 
a difcerning, arid thou wik find a fecret mSfnrft, niix'ed 
with an earthly luft, and a crafty carrying it on, under 
a Ihew of Truth ; that thereby fome other tlritfgs pro- 
pounded, might the better proceed, or be carried on, 
to the making felf fomebody ; and this ground is curfed 
for ever, and fo will the frtiit be. O, confider, is this 
fitting thyfelf for thy teftimony, and the keeping thyfelf 
from entanglements in thy watftre ? Or is it not rather," 
a making ufc of the name of the Lord, and of Truth, 
to plunder others by fair means (or Word^), to get a" 
vifible eftate into thy hand; and then thou may be plun- 
dered of it by foul meafts. It h an cafy matter to preach 
and incur fines, when thou know others* goods muft 
bear the lofs ; thou art on the fureflfide, and then if 
it be tak^n away at laft, a whining complaint of fi^ffin:- 
ing for Truth's fake, muft fervcinftead of paying thy 
debts, as it hath done top many already. 

Dear John, I wifh thou Would yet take toy courifeli 
and fend every friend their goods home, with me money 
for what tliou haft fold of theirs, and take thee to thy 
employinent, where God bleifed th^, and in whifch thoii 
grew up ; and ftand ready at tife Lord's 6all, thlit if he 
pleafe to make any publick ufe of thee in his church, 
thou may be free from worldly entanglements ; and if 
not, , be content with thy daily bread, both inwardly 

and 
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and outwardly ; ;^d ieck to adorn the gofpel thou ha^ 
preached, by a holy, iiniple, and righteous converfation; 
without which, preaching, believing, and profelEon, 
<md all the .highelt terms men can imagine, are all in 
vain, and will .^d with an evil favour, 

I have writ thefe things, in love to thee and the pre- 
cious Truth in which my life (lands, although it is oftei^ 
bowed down, tp fee fo many abufe the profeflion of the 
Loly Truth ; ferving diemfelves thereupon, and not 
c?tiwg to keep up the rcpuution pf it ; but venturing 
the; glory of God, the reputation of his people, yea, an|J 
ttv^r own fouls alfo, for the reaching after their earthly 
and corruptible ends and purpofcs, which they hayc 
propounded to themfelvea. I might enlarge, to ihew 
^many evil confequence3 attending this prafUce, but 
hope by what I iave written thou will confider the reft, 
and ftill account me thy friend in the Truth, 

s. crisp; 

Hie 2^th of the 9* Month, 167^. 



Fr^m S. Crifp^ at LoJidon. 

Dearly beloved in the Lord^ 

My foul falutes thee, in the fellowfhip 
of that life, that reignsf over death and darknefs, in 
which is the kmgdom we' feek ; and nothing enters this 
kingdoiti, but whit is born of this life immortal ; and 
that we may be kejit in it to the end of our days, is the 
humble prayer of thy true and real friend and brother, 
in this heavenly relation, in which thou may feel my 
integrity ill a few words. 

*' Dear William, I have had a great excrcife of fpirit 
concerning thee, which none knows but the Lord ; for 
my fpirit hath been much bowed into thy concern, and 
difficulty of thy prefcnt circumftance } and I have had 

H 2 a fcnfc 
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a fcnfc nof tbc various fpirits, aiid imricate carcs^ and 
multiplicky of affairs, and they of various kinds, which 
daily atiend thee, enough to drink up thy fpirit, and 
tire, thy foul ; and which, if it is not kept to the in* 
exhauftibic fountab, may be dried up* And this I 
piuft tcU thee, which thou alfo knows, that the higheft 
capacity of natural wit and parts, will not^ and cannot^ 
perform what thou haft to do, viz. to propagate and 
advance the intereft and profit of the government ,^x^ 
plantation; and at the fknic time to give the intereft. of 
Truth, and teftimony of the holy name pf God, its dq^ 
pref«Tence. i^i all things y fqr to make the wildernefs fing 
forth the;pra&5>f Gqd, if .a MU beyond the wifdom of 
^i$ worjtd^^ ii. is J greatly in mfin's power tp! make a 
^ildei;nefe;mta according to the commoA 

caurfeof Qod!s prpvidepce, who gives wif^omr and 
ftreogth ta:EeJinduft^ious; but then, how he who^is the 
Crcatojr, may-Ji^ve his due honour and feryice th^reby^ 
js only^ taught by. hisr Spirit, ^in them who fingly wait 
upon- him*^ c' -J ; -.-'^:: -., ;";: -. 

There^ is. a wifdoin in gavemmem that hath refpefit 
to its own preferyation, % felting up ?^hat is profitable 
to.ity and iuppreffing what may be a detriment; ancj 
this is the image. of the true wifdom j but the fubftance 
is the birth, tliat is heavenly, which reigns in the Father^s 
kingdom till all is fubc^ied, and then gives it iip to him 
whofe it is. There i^ a power on earth, that is of Gp4^ 
by whi<;h prince^, declare juftice^ this is th^ image ; an4 
there, is a pow?r which is heijwenly, in which the Princ^ 
of Peace^ the. Lord of l^qrds, doth reign in an ev^r^ 
iafting kingdom,, and this is .the fubftance. , By 'this 
power is ijje Ipiriuial wickedncfs in high places. b^bugh;C 
down ; he that is a true delegate in this power^^^an do 
great things for God's glory, andihs^Lhaye his |ie\?ard, 
and ftiiajl be a jydge of the. tribes j and .whofpevrqrjelfe 
pretend to judgment will fcek themfcfves,; beware of 
them; the times ^c perilous. All men pretending to. 
be believersj, hav^ pot faith in the Lord jefus ; thou 
haft a- good cpntprehepfion of things, wait alfo to re- 
ceive a found judgm^t of .men. ^,, . . . , 
---: * ' \/ •• '•' ^ " Ihopc 
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I hope thou Will bear this my flyle't^f ^^Iting to thee'; 
my fpirlt is under great Weight at the witing hereof, 
and much I have in my heart, becaufe I Ibye thee much. 
I cannot^ mite much at prefent, but to let' thee Tcnow 
I very kirfdly received thy letter, and \vzs glad to hear 
from thee, and always (hall; and my prayer to God 
is for thee, and you all, that you may be kept inf the 
Lord's pure and hdy way ; and above all for thee 
idear W. P. whofe feet are upop a mountain, by which 
the eyes of many are upoii thee; the Lord fufnUh thee 
^th wifddm, courage, and {I found judgment; prefer 
the Lord's intereft, and he aviH make thy way profpcrous. 
■■-' For 'my part, I have not been at London finqc the laft 
Yearly Meeting, till now. I was laft year at the Yearly 
Meernig at Anafterdam, and there taken with a fit of 
the- ftbne, it lafted three weeks ; and in thp winter fol- 
Jbwing, it pleafed the Lord to call from mc my deaf 
wife. As to my body, I gi-ow very crazy and J^reakly ; 
<:a» nieither ride, nor Very well go on foot. A mile is a 

treat journey for me ; but am in good courage and coh- 
dence concerning the main bufmcfs I am continued for> 
namely, for the fervice of my God s^nd'his dear people. 
Our country, at arid about Golchefter, is very quiet ; 
while other meetings are laid by for fear, ours* is con-, 
tinned by faithfulnefe, and is exceeding large, and 
pretty many lately convinced, to my great comfort. Out 
dear friend Gertruyd continues at my houfe yet, and 
is a careftrl nurfe to me. I know her -dear love i$ to 
thee ; and many times have I heard breathing defircs 
go forth of her to the Lord on thy behalf, from 4 
weighty fcrife of the concern that is upon thee*. She is 
at Golchefter, but intends t6- come ^p to the Yearly 
Meeting. v ' 

Well, dear WtHiam, I TtHghi tvrite fong ere all were 
written that lives in my heart toward thee; but ia 
fumniay I love thee well, atnd fslute thee dearly in tlxai 
which is unchangeable, in^ which I remaia 

Thy true friend, 
"-' ^' -■■'•■-'''■ S;C. • 

London, the 4th of die 3d MdHth, f $14. ■ . 
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From William Penny at London. 

Dear Stephen Crifp, 

My ancient lov^, as ever, falutes thee 
in the Lord, in whom is our precious unity and ex- 
ceeding rejoicing through and oveif all things that fede 
and come to an end ; and in this fweet and precious 
fellowfliip of love and life, God Almighty keep us to 
the end! Thy brotherly letter of the 17th inft^tft, 
tame yeftcrday to hand, with one from Gertruyd: your 
love therein I perceive, artd your' tendemefs my heart 
turns not from. Thy former letter of heavenly wifdom 
and counfel in the Lord I had, and intended to have 
anfwereS, but for my coming; and fmce my arrival 
had writ, but hoped to have feeii thee here dr there. 
Now for what thou heareft of things not being well in 
Pennfylvinia, and the danger of retrofpefts to the fiib- 
jeft, I fay, that I am riot bftly clear ; but, my cnenries 
being judges, highly meritorious in what I have done. 
I have not made it a matter of gain, but hazarded my 
life, and maintained government and governor thefe four 
years part. I had been a gainer if I had given the 
land, trattfported free, and had had a houfe built 
for me but half fo good as I left behind me : I fay I had 
been a gainer ; arid I have had a favour in thefe parts, 
bleffcd be the Lord. Now for this late intelligence, I 
know nothing of it ; nor is there any retrofpeft, but 
that our preconcefBdfts and meafures, were to be fub- 
mitted to time and place and the publick good. What 
is altered (and that is very little) was by the people's 
defire, no end of mine. I have given ''to them what I 
bought of old inhabitants, and might have been worth 
morfe to me, than the income of the whole for many 
years ; aild added unto the city eight hundred aicres, 
and at pile- on a navigable river. I cannot hope to 
pleafe all ; but if my difcrerion or juftipe can be mended 
I flio.uld be glad ; diis. looks vain, but it has coft me 
fonl^thms to be able to^ fay fo, and therefore excufe 
me, >; ^ Now 



Now for dear C*s letter : What is done fihcc my 
coming away I cannot tell ; but do not believe any 
fuch thing. There was an old timber houfe below a 
gaol, above the fcffions-hpufe or chamber, that had 
&¥ea old iron fmall cannon upon the green about it, 
ibme on the ground^ others on broken carriages ; not 
. one foldier, or arms borne, or militiaoman feen, fmce 
i was fbrft in Pennfylvania. So that I am as innocent of 
any one s^ft of hoflility as fhe herfelf; for the guns 
lying, fo, without foldicrs, powder, or bullet, or any 
garrifbn, is no more than if (he bought a houfe with a 
muflcet in it; and. the guuis are to go to New York, 
£or they belong to that place : however, I take it ten- 
derly of her. Perhaps fiace Colonel Talbot's threat- 
enings, the people of Ncwcaftle, where they are, might 
^raw them into fecurity, and pale about their prifon ; 
but fio man has a commiilion of war but what is 
jiatural to worldly men, felf-defence ; nor is there any 
}aw to that cSoA : fo that I am clear. 

Thus, dear Stephen, in ancient, dear, and bro- 
therly love, I bid tbec farwell, retting thy faith- 
ful friend aad brother, 

WILLIAM PENN. 

Lpnxlonj 28th of the iztH Months ii84. 



An Epi/ile from Thomas Upcber to Friends at Cork. 

Deariy beloved Friends, 

In the aboundihgs of love in Chrift 
Jefus I falut€ you, being abfcnt, who were near and 
dear to my foul, when prefe;nt. I cannot foon forget 
the many endearing feafons we had together, when .the 

H 4 . ^ - life 
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by wilcawc were baptized and luitied together^ being 
iMdi^]xo drink intoi one ipirit^ and were made pidtakers 
^.onJir; table of one bread, to the comfort, joy, and 
djp(!r{i.i(atii;^a£^ion of our-, fouls. Then, O then^ it was 
tfet;,.! felt, the fubftancc of this cry, that you might 
hve and die ia a growing nearncfe to the Lord. 
^^ can fay I have o&en had. you in good remonbraiice 
before. xhe. Lord, fincei came from that city, and hate 
hptn., firmly perfuaded of your profperity m die life ofi 
ttrjdth.; yet cannot be clear without putting you ia naind> 
tp be always mind&l of the Lord, and to keep yoat3 
\}ratch,.jand, fee that you have your wedding garmontsi 
on ; which, as when prefcnt with you, fo I alio ifcovr 
tell y.oj3„ you pan never truly witrtefs, until all jthc' 
•CO^trary.JiaputofFj fp^ garment^ are the puroi? 

IiQly^aniwnmii^d^qb?^ light: fo that the more .wcI 
are clothed therewith^' the n^pre clear our^fight is.;* 
and .with ft.edtaft aifiifapf^ do vf behold things as they 
are^ in this unfpptted £n|irror, as in a clear glafe. S* 
that, as David faid to theiJtplKl, "In thy light we fliaU^ 
fee [more] light.*^ M^^ '^^ '^^ ^^^^ ^^^ only great 
blemiflies like beam^; but we (hall fee little fpots, wrin- 
kles, and ijiiaU*iklii»'; Md we (kali be as uneafy, till 
they amdorie a\*ay,^t^; cuicc we were when we faw 
ourfelves wallowingrigii ;che^*flthy^ mire. -This, dear 
fricncls,.IJpp^v^by.piy^wn expedience; and alfo have 
no doubt 6P thc''x.dftrs''^dadinefs to affift, and Truth's 
blefled fufficiency tj^^rCcsEl.us in this, heavenly- work, 
fo that we may be complete and entire, wanting no- 
tbing.'o T^n. i^^foe^c ckath comds we &all :.be ready, 
aad haye^ga.iclQud: ihf:o'bt>aray. Truly i think I niif* 
, fay, my 1oy« tda-yoyLCs, like- the k)^ \of -Jonathan- to; 
David; he preferred him and loteilnm^iasihie <JWb- 
foul ; ib I am fure I fliould rather choofe to die, than 
that any of you (hould fall ftiort of an inheritance, in 
that cverlafting holy reft which you have had a fight 
and fweet tafte of. In this love I am moved to tell you, 
iJiaiHtliough th^ Lord h^s furcly determined to blcfs 

you. 



iHft pd\s(eraTTd kingdom ^ yet I wouH IiKVif'^j^Qti'ufi^ci. 
ftandj^dsat'this is upon condition^ thsft'ybu "be ^<fhfi^ 
scad faWifuUfi all things; as thofc \^ere wh^' J[oh^^, m 
tiie^fteveliitions, faw to feilmr the'Xamti ^Ktn he 
\»ttt on conquering and to conquer; they that were! 
with him were " calledi and chofen, and faithful.** 

:: thavedecply confidered'what thcXord faid in die. 
r^h of Jeremiah t " When I ihall fpeak concerning i. 
naPtion or kingdom, to build or to plant ; if that nation 
or kingdom ihall dd that which is evil, I will repent of 
tiic'good which I havefpoken concerning them.'* So' 
here, as ia miny other places, the determinations and 
promifes of the Lord are upon conditions. 

' My entirely beloved friends, T write thefc things, 
not <tf doubt, but of tender and brotherly caution, truly, 
hoping and believing better things of you, and things 
that accompany falvation« 

/ Thus, in a pure unmixed ftream of life, in the ten. 
dcr bowels of my heavenly Father's love, my fpirit 
embraces yours ; and with a kifs of peafcc in Chrift 
Jcfus, our holy and heavenly hca^, 

I remain, your dear friend and brother, according 
to my meafure in the mjrfttcal icUowfliip and 
communion of faints in light* 

; \ THOMAS UPC^ER. . 

Dubliii, tKe sjd qi tlit 3d Month, 1699.* 

, , :J beiognow ready to leave this nitioa, was opened 
aBddi'awn forth in my fpirit to iend thefe linCs to yoiiy 
as.a,-^pkea of my dear love to you> and .great cdAccm 
fpr,youin liielovcof Gdd. ' ' ■ 



Frm 
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Frim William JPenn to S. Crijj^^ 
DcarS-Crifp, 

My dear and lafting love in the Lord's 
«ncrlait]iQg truth reaches to thee; ivith whom is my fel- 
lowflup in the gofpel of peace, that is more dear an4 
rpiiedbous to my foul than all the treafures and pleafures 
jpf this TKxrld. For when a fi5w years arc come» yfs^ 
lihall all go the way whence we fhall never. return* An i^ 
':,that we may unweariedly ferve the Lord in. onr day 
<atid phice, and^ in the end, enjoy a portion, with ti^ 
;bkilfid that are at reft, is the breathing of my foul... . . 
Stephen, we know one another, and I need not ^lv 
,mi2ch to thee ; but this I will lay, thy parting dndOs JWith 
.nte, OF rather thy love at my parting* How iimocent, 
; how tender^ how like the little child that has no g^ile. ! 
The Lord will blefs that ground. I h^ve .aifo a letter 
-from thee, which comforted ipe ; for manyjare my 
trials, yet not more than my fupplies,.£rom my hea- 
venly Father, wliofc glory I feek, and the renown of 
his bleffed name. And truly^ Stephen, there is work 
eupugh, and here is room to work in : furely God will 
•come in for a ffiatc. in this planting work, and that 
, Icav(jft ftaU fcaren the Inrnp in time. I do not believe 
the Lord's providence had run this way towards me, 
but that he has a hqwrcoly end and fervice in it : fo 
with him I leave all, and myfelf, and thee, and his dqar 
people, and blelTed Bimc mthe.eaith* ., 

God Almighty, immortal and eternal, be with us; 
' thatA the lMScly,and put of the body, we may be his 
•for ever I 

I am, in the ancient dear fiellowlhip, thy fsuthful 
friend and brother, ^ . , 

WILLIAM PENN. 

My love dearly to Friends, efpecially in Holland, 
Colchefter and London.. Farewel in the Lord. 

From 



From Stephen Ctifp to J. T. " 
Dear Friend J. T, 

It hath been fome time in my heart to 
tifit thee wkh a few lines, to exprefs that true love that 
I have had to thee ever fincc I knew thee ; which Idvc 
hatb been the caufe of my 'dealing Gj truly and piamly 
with thee from time to time : for I have always had an 
eye and dcfire to thy prefervation in that truth of which 
thou wert convinced ; and I h^tve always taken notice, 
that thy progrefs in the Truth hath been made harder 
and more difficult to thee than it is to many; by reafon 
of thy tiatural temper, which is forward and nnftablc, 
and hath been mixed with a zeal to get forward, and 
to attain to high things; whereby the enemy, fomctimes, 
liath takes his advantage upon thee to thy hurt : and 
then the tend^ love of God hath agarh vifited thee, 
and (hewed thee thy hurt, and thou haft been fenfiblc 
that the Lord's hand hath been over thee for good ; 
^nd this hath broken and melted for a feafott : but the 
enemy, who is alwavs upon his watch, hath fought, 
even out of that tendemefs, to lift up thy mind into 
the conceit of fome great attainments again; and then 
the former tendemefe hath been, as it were, flmt up 
and clofcd : fo that neither the true working of that 
f>ower, nor the love and tender counfel of thy friends 
and brethren, could be difcemcd for a time ; which 
hath been a grief and exercife to us, the Lord knoweth. 
Yet, notwithftanding, the love we have borne to thee 
hath not ceafed ; but for my part, I can truiy fay, that 
from tiiuu to time I have had an inward travail upon 
my fpirk how to do thee good^ and I thank God my 
laoour of love hath not been in vain to thee ward. 

Dea^ Jacob, I was exceedingly refrefhed in the 
account I received from dear G. D. that thou wert 
open hearted to Friends, and that a tender love was in 
thy heart, working thee into more unity than formerly. 
Well, dear friend, nothing faves us but love, ibr God 

is 
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is loyje; and mnhing rcde«ni us but righteodd jti3g- 
pent adminiftcawd in that love ; and where this^lovc is 
it^ined ip the » heart, and this pure judgment ' dwelt 
IB^^ fuch mqft needs have fellowlhip one ti^ith^tiotherj 
for there all are kept meek and humble, and they have 
aothing nor nobody to exalt, but only by die Mmc^ iti 
whicb they find the £dvation. ' ^ 

4 l^QW^ dear 'Jacob, let me tell thee, I do tiot believe 
that all thy temptations are overpaffed, or that thy 
enemy hath given over his feeking to w;innow thee ; 
amd therefore^ there is a great neceffity for thee to keep 
upon thy watch ; and when thou Feels moll of the in- 
flowiags of joy, tljen to be raoft low, and careful to 
keep thy heart open to the Lord, and to his people ; 
and fo flialt thou retain that which is given thee : 
whereas, if' thou, give j^gattlfiUJ^JSTwlMch ex- 

altation and much talking, tnou may talk it away, and 
then be dry and empty in thyfelf. The nature of the 
true feed is, firfl to take a deep ropt downtMr^urd,; and 
then to bring forth its fruit upward. Therefore, let 
thy foul affeft the inward, invifibie, rooting and growth 
of truth, mor^ than the outward appearance ; for where 
there is an inward growth to God ward, it is feen 
^nd difcerned by the fpirttual eye that God hath opened 
in his children; by which we do appear lovely, ami- 
able, and comfortable to each other ; and in tnis it is 
that the lafting fellowfhip ftands. For if I fpeak with 
the tongue of men and angels, and want this, the life 
of the feed will be burthened and oppreffcd in them 
where it is rifen ; though others, whdfe life ftands iii 
the afeftion,-may be greatly joyed arid lifted up there- 
by ; but this will never bring to God, nor add zny t6 
the body of Chrift, nor edify his chiirch. Therefore 
I have always found it fafe, to keej> fomething ih the 
ftorehoufe for my own food; anS to biieak only thait 
bread to others that was given me fot that purpofe j 
and the fame that I have learned by experience declare 
1 unto thee, i)ecaufe I love -thee ; and I hope thou wih 
be fcnfiblc cf my love^ and recervethefe Knci ks z 

token 
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token o£ it ; and Tcmembcrihy vc^y'^dicar^h)Ve M'thy 
wife and daughter. Tell )icr, ^I am glad to hear g66d 
news of her, andj if thou writes to mtjiet me hSat 
how it goes with her : flie is now comC'toyears of utii 
derftand&ng, and knows the leadings of ihelightin'hi^ 
own xronfcience, what (he may do and Ipcak, and trhiatt 
not; and as (he is obedient therenmo, (he will find 
peace in her own bofom, be a comfort to you, and 
w^ll app^r lovely to all her friends. 

So no more, but my true^nd upfelgned. love to^ 
you all, I reft thy friend.in truth, ,, . 

STEPHEN CRISR '! 
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yames Parnefj Letter to, StepHfin.Crifp^ tiakt^if. from, the 

Ori^triaj:,.. ., :".';;-:/.. ; ',' ,.;. 

. Friend, ■■■•■■• •■ ■"' • ■•■■■■' 

. I|T that ftand, and unto it keep thjrmindf 

which lets thee fee thy foes to be of thy own houfe^; 
thine imagination is an enemy ; thy wifdom is an ene* 
my J that which hath been thy. darling is now thy- 
greatcft enemy j therefore now facrifice up thy darKiigi,* 
ind giye upimto the 4path, that the juft may be raifed 
to life, and the righteous feed may be brought fbnb 
tojidgn^ and be thy head, and fo will the head of the 
^rpeut h^ bruifed. And this^^ in thy meafare, thou 
pom^ft tp^Tead, 33 in the lighjttho^ dwelleft low, which 
m^^ifeflis JuntQ thee thy con^itioij ; for whatfoevett 
inak^sirianifefl: is tight ; and that is the eye, whict 
ipijft be . kept opea, which, . in the children of the 
world; the;.,!C?pd of the \vorld blinds; by this the 
children of the light, the God. of the world fee, and fo" 
the tempter is. known, .refift^d, an4 deoyed.tvSo. with 
. ' this 
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(his eye kx xby w^tck ccmiiajxt i aad let not the {B0V9 
teye wander abroad, which draws out the wandering 
mind after the vifible objefts j but ftand in the warfare, 
not giving place to the enemy, nor his deluiions ; and 
be content to* become a fool, that all felfifii thoughts 
may be judged ; and wifdom thou wilt receive fronj 
him (that giveth liberally and upbraideth not), to diC- 
cem and know the c;nemies wiles : for in the crofs ta 
the hafty mind, the gift of God is received } therefo» 
it is (aid, he that believeth maketh not hafte. Be not, 
therefcMre, weary of the yoke ; for in fidth it is made 
cafy, and the impatient nature crucified, and patience 
hath its perfoft work. Therefore be ftill in the mcafure 
of light which exercifeth thy mind unto God, and will 
nothing ; but let thoughts be judged, and let the power 
of God work, that he may be feen to be all : and by 
this alone principle thou mayeft be led and afted, in 
the crofs to the carnal, and the denial of felf, in par- 
ticular and in general* And weigh not what is dif- 
plcafcd when God is plcafed, for then thou grveft no 
juft occafion, but the enmity is in the world ; but that 
which leads to walk towards God in faithfulnefs, that 
alfo leads thee to walk towards men, with a confcience 
void of offence. So to that keep thy mind, and be 
not hafty to know any thing beyond thy aaeafure ; for 
there Eve loft her paradife ; but lie down in the will 
of God, and wait upon his teaching, chat he may 'be 
thy head ; and fo thou wilt find the way of peace, s^ 
dwell in unity with the faithful, though of the world 
thou be hated : for in God is peace and well-being. 

JAMES PARNEL. 



To 
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51? Friends cf the Mmthly and ^v^erfy M^ngjt' thd 
mUyfttcceedm. ^ ' 

Tbl£ gkiry of our day hadi^e^^ tbe 
feuk of mairjr ; and die brightiie& a»d fplendar of ks 
breaking forth, after the nig^t cf obfcurity, hath orcr-; 
come many, ia coafideratian of the nnfpe2ikable love. o# 
God that reached to us, for the healing of our -irotrad- 
ed fouk, and retummg many from a long mocamfBl 
captivity. This bath enlarged our fbfuils in love tdf 
bbn again, with a free aiKl ready heart and mind, xai 
fervc him diligently in our day ; fo that we hare fbimd 
it Tcrified, that m the day of God's power his people 
fiatt be a willing people. Oh> how many experience 
it, who have> been made wiHing to fpend, and be 
%cnt, for the fervicc of that trutli which God had» 
BcveaJedto us; both for tbe gathering of .others tlum 
are yet in darknefs, where we once were> and for th^ 
ftrcngthening and confirming of thofe that are gathered; 
and watching over the weak with a godly jealoufy ; 
that all might be prefervcd in the fweetnefs of the 
truth, and in the lowlinefs of Jacob's tent. And herein 
we have found our reward to be very great, and I can 
with many fay, blefTed be the holy name of the Lord ! 
I have had my reward, and have not ferved him for 
nought ; and it was never irkfome to me, to this day, 
to ferve the truth fince I knew it ; and my fpirit re- 
joices in the Lord, at this time, and magnifies his 
name, that he ever made me witling to .'ferve his truth 
and people^ both in writing for them and travellings 
with his fervants; as well as travailing in the love o£ 
God, upon account of the teflimony and miniflry, that -fc 
myfelf have received a meafuie of from him. AndiL 
do heartily pray God, that he may raife up others itt 
om* flead, to be as ferviccable to his church and peojila 
in the fucceeding generations, as we have been in. oiir 
generation ; and I doubt not of it, but do fee and \x^\ 
hold it in the eye of faith^ that God hath made mcd 
with many others partakers of ; and tl|e God of our 

■' life 
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life will be their reward, as he hath been ours, who 
walk worthy of that he beftows upon them. And oh ! 
if it be the will of God, that our offspring after the 
flefli might faccced us, in partaking of the glory of this 
day, that hath dawned upon us ; and that it may be as 
near and dear to them as it hath been to us, who 
have followed him through tribulations, inward and 
outward. But if any of the natural branches ihould 
be cut off, as fome already have been, God will (liHi 
raife up a people that fliall be zealous for the honour 
of his name ; and whoever they may be, that being 
vifited by his day-fpring from on high, may find their 
hearts drawn forth to fucceed us in the work and fer- 
vice of truth, for them are thefe few lines left upoii 
record, for their living encouragement ; that they with' 
us, and we with them, may rejoice and praifc the 
name of our God together, who is worthy of all honour 
for evermore. Amen ! 

JOHN FURLY. 



From Stephen Crifp. 

■ Dear Friend, 

Thine I have received, defiring me to 
deal faithfully with thee as to thy ftate, which, indeed,v 
I am willing to do : for the Lord gives me to diftinguUh 
the work of his fpirit (which is, indeed, toconviuge: 
pf fin, becaufe of unbelief) from the work* of the 
cnemv, who alfo, fometimes, being the author of uq-- 
belief, yet accufeth for the fame; but it- is not his- 
voice that cries. Lord ! help my unbelief. And, 4car 
Iamb, my foul is affefted with thy ftate even daily, and: 
I may often fay hourly 5 and a travail is in my fpirit:, 
conceming thee before the Lord \ ipmd upon ..nay mofl* 

near 



3.^1 



LfeTTiRS:" 129 

licar fearch before the Lord, I b^ve xuHIimg.b^ gop4 
to prophecy, concerning ihep; fo'r^thcljorifi haiJi,b^ 
the uprighrnefs of thy heart, whfch' is his ,Qwn wofki 
and delights therein : and a?; to all thofe . murmurings^ 
repinings,, and rebellions thou writes /of, the Lord 
Jcnows hoW little confent they have in thee.; but brings 
an^uifli upon thy poor foul, that thou may feel the need 
bf his falvation: and hitherto he hath never failed 
thee, but though thou waited fometimes long an4 
fought him, yet he anfwered at lad : and though now 
die coming of thy foul's beloved, be but as the lights 
nirig that Ihines from the eaft and paffcth into the weft, 
and is not as the glory of a perfeft day ; yet, my dear 
hean, blefs the Lpr4.for what he doth beftow, and. 
that he hadi given thee a heart to wait for more ; and 
that this world cannot fatisfy thee : for ' fuch will the 
Lord affuredly fatisfy in his own . time, ' Dear lamb,, 
trufl in the Lord, and fo farewel. 

S. CRISP. 
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From Stephen Crifp. 

pearly beloved, 

'In the Lord m/ foul faluies thee, as, 
one who is brought ifato my rcincmbt^iice,' by^' thatf? 
fpirit that doth often bow mc to thy burdens, whicB^* 
I know arc liot a few. ' '■ ./' .^'^ ^\ ■'^'l*. 

Dear heart, it is riothing but the day thatexpeb thi^ 
night, and thieday^ftarT^ringis the hope thereof: thercf-j 
fore, itty dear friend, for as much as it hath plcafed'' 
Godto catife this ftar to appear, and that thou knoWeii^'. 
tkihie' eye has feien it; be not difcouraged becaufc' df ;; 
ctbtidd, but know that the day is at hand. Andia,s/^ 
cotocernifig all Satsm's buffctings, know -ami <:otifiilw;^ 
' X that 
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4liarthoagh they arc ncvtr fo iritriy wd ftrong j yet they 
Are but like the wa^es of the fea^ and they are limited : 
^1 thou an habitation in that which limits them, and 
^eft in patience ; and pcflefs thy foul in that, znd k 
will be well in the end ; if there were ao trials th«c 
-would not be fo much need of patience. Dear heart, 
. feel my love, which is beyond words. 

So, with my dear love to thy huiban4« M. and 
Apna, &<:• I reft thy true firicijd, 

S. CRISP,/ 
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frm Joftah Coale t^ M* F^ 

Dear M. F. 

Mv love in the covenant of peace and 
life which is evcriaftmg; in which I have ever known 
thee, and loved thee fmcc I had any knowledge of 
thee ; in the fame do I at this time reach unto thee, 
and dearly falute thee; alfo remembering thy dear 
children with thee, and dear G. F, with i^hom I fbp- 
pofe thou may be, before this come to thy hands. 
And, dear Margaret, thou may underftand hereby, 
that I came well to Kingdpn, on the fburth-day^, and 
had a meeting on the fifth-day thpre; and yeftcrday 
came to this city, where I have heard that tluag;5 
generally, relating to truth, are quiet; only laft futft-iday 
Friends were kept out of Aeir mectin^-houfe at- the 
Spital ; but they have gone ifito. the flull tbdfc two 
days paft ; and there are tbreatenings of what will be 
done to<mo»ow week : but over all thefe things, ha^di 
the Lord exalted his own feed in us, which inuft be 
kiogj ™Jc^> ^d governor in this his day. And truly 

herein 
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herein can I r^oiec» and do, ^^tever bcccmea of this 
earthen veflel ; for umo the hovd k is ^ven up 6rUif^ 
who fprmed it for hk own u(e and fet^ce : aii4 milf 
ean I fay, that I have not counted my life iea? iMisp 
mCt for the fake of the Lord Jcfuf Cbrabf bui bate M^ 
lowed him fidthfitllT through many dcfobie corMR ^ 
his earth, where ms prdboce was alws^ with m^ 
and the comfort of his good fpirit did fuftain me ; for 
I ibught his glory above all, and diat wUch I expelled 
to myfelf, was the poffefiion of his peace, which he . 
hath plentifully manifefted unto me, and flicd abroad 
his love in my heart, which daily abounds; by which I 
am conftraincd to follow him in the fame given-up 
•ftate, and herein I have full content. And now, dear 
heart, though I could fpeak much of thefe things, be- 
caufe the Spirit of the Lord tcftifics for me herein, yet 
I (hall not, becaufe I believe thou full well knoweft my 
heart's integrity ; and fo I fliall leave thee further to 
read me in thy own life, which will give thee an in- 
fallible teftimony concerning me. 

And as touching the new aA ; as I have been in- 
formed, it hath paffed the Houfe of Commons, but not 
the Houfe g( Lords ; but this is the fum of it, as I 
hear ; that for the firfl meaiag, five pounds is the fine ; 
the fecond is ten pounds, and banifhment into any of 
the king's plantations, Virginia and New England ex. 
ccpted ; the fame penalties that are for meeting are for 
- nour-conforming ; and if any return after baniflunent, 
then to be profecuted as felons. Well, the Lord God 
Almighty preferve all his people in faithfulncfs, and 
valiant, and bold, for his name and truth ; that a faith- 
ful teftimony may be given for him by them alH And 
as for me, I do account it as great an honour to feal 
my teftimony for the truth with my life, as any can be 
crowded withal ; and fo let thy prayers be for me, that to 
the end I may be preferved in faith and confidence, to 
the glory of God, who is over all, blcffcd for ever I 

F.H. 
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F. H. and G. W. arie gone toward the north, as 1 
hear ; only my dear brother A. P. is here in this city, 
with Morgan Watkins and John Sheld. 

My trial is not like to be till about a week hence, 
the fcflions being not yet begun. My love is dear to 
friends there at Briftol \ if thou art free mention me to 
J..G. and Mary, and to Leonard Fell. 

No more at prefent, but in the fame in which I 
begxm, I reft thy true friend and brother, 

JOSIAH COALE. 
London> this jth Day of the Week. 



THE END. 
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